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Defense Secretary Jim Mattis testifies 
before the House Armed Services 
Committee on Tuesday in Washington. 
Next to Mattis is Vice Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs Gen. Paul Selva. 

Mattis warns 
of dire effects 
without budget 

By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis visited Capitol Hill on Tuesday 
to testify about two recently released Pen¬ 
tagon strategy documents and chastised 
House lawmakers over Congress’ failure 
to provide a full budget to the military, 
warning of dire consequences from more 
stop-gap funding measures. 

As lawmakers clambered to strike a deal 
to keep the government open past Thurs¬ 
day, when funding is set to expire, Mat¬ 
tis warned another year operating under 
continuing resolutions would have far- 
reaching consequences — potentially even 
hampering military pay. 

“For too long we have asked our mili¬ 
tary to carry on stoically with a success at 
any cost attitude,” Mattis told the House 
Armed Services Committee. “Our troops 
work tirelessly to accomplish every mis¬ 
sion with increasingly inadequate and 
misaligned resources simply because Con¬ 
gress has not maintained regular order.” 

The retired four-star Marine general 
warned troops might not be paid by the 
end of the current fiscal year, which ends 
Sept. 30, if Congress continued to pass 
continuing resolutions without a proper 
Defense Department budget. That would 
also hinder Army efforts to recruit 15,000 
new soldiers, the Air Force’s goals of add¬ 
ing 4,000 airmen, and it would mean con¬ 
tinued maintenance issues on ships and 
aircraft, he said. 

SEE MATTIS ON PAGE 4 
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Pence in Japan, 
plans talks with 
prime minister 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Vice President Mike Pence 
has arrived in the Japanese capi¬ 
tal where he’ll engage in talks 
Wednesday with Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe that are expected to 
focus on the threat from North 
Korea. 

Pence’s plane landed at Yokota, 
home of U.S. Forces Japan and 
the 5th Air Force, on Tuesday 
evening. He and his wife, Karen, 
walked through an Air Force 
honor guard and were greeted by 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan Wil¬ 
liam Hagerty, USFJ commander 
Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez, and 
other military leaders. 

The couple was then quickly 
ushered to an Army Black Hawk 
helicopter which, for the duration 
of an approximately 15-minute 
flight to central Tokyo, would 
bear the call sign Marine Two. 

Pence will be back at the base 
Thursday to talk to troops and 
their families before heading to 
South Korea to meet President 
Moon Jae-in and lead the U.S. del¬ 
egation during Friday’s opening 
ceremonies of the Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics. 

The vice president’s trip, which 
included a stop in Alaska on Mon¬ 


day to tour missile-defense facili¬ 
ties, comes amid concerns that 
Pyongyang will use the games for 
propaganda purposes. In a Tues¬ 
day tweet. Pence said he wants to 
“ensure N Korea doesn’t use the 
Olympics to paper over the truth 
about their regime which op¬ 
presses its own people & threat¬ 
ens other nations.” 

North Korean athletes will 
march alongside those from the 
South during Friday’s opening 
ceremonies and compete on a uni¬ 
fied Korean women’s ice hockey 
team. The head of North Korea’s 
parliament, Kim Yong Nam, will 
attend the games, and there is 
speculation he might bring a mes¬ 
sage from the communist state’s 
leader, Kim Jong Un. 

Pence isn’t looking for a meet¬ 
ing with North Korean officials 
but hasn’t ruled out the possibil¬ 
ity of a chance encounter, accord¬ 
ing to White House officials who 
spoke to The Associated Press. 
He plans to hold his own sym¬ 
bolic events to highlight Pyong¬ 
yang’s human-rights abuses and 
provocative ballistic-missile and 
nuclear-weapons tests. 

He tweeted Friday: “I’ll travel 
to Japan & S Korea to attend the 
Olympics & cheer on our athletes. 
But I’ll also be there to deliver 



Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 


U.S. Vice President Mike Pence and his wife, Karen, arrive Tuesday at \bkota Air Base, Japan. The vice 
president’s six-day swing through Asia will include a stop at the Winter Olympics in South Korea. 


a message: the era of strategic 
patience is OVER. As N. Korea 
continues to test ballistic mis¬ 
siles & threaten the U.S, we’ll 
make it clear all options are on 
the table.” 

The vice president’s trip is 
mostly about reassuring Ameri¬ 
ca’s allies in the face of the North 
Korean threat, said Brad Glosser- 
man, a visiting American profes¬ 
sor at Tokyo’s Tama University. 

“The Japanese want maximum 
pressure on North Korea,” he 
said, adding that U.S. talk on the 
North echoes Japan’s hard line 
and diverges from the softer ap¬ 
proach of South Korea’s center- 
left government. 

The U.S. and South Korea have 
delayed annual joint war games 
until after the Winter Olympics 
and the March 9-18 Paralympics. 


Abe is expected to advise Pence 
not to scale back those drills, ac¬ 
cording to Japan’s Kyodo news 
agency. 

Glosserman said President 
Donald Trump is in line with 
Japan rhetorically on North 
Korea; however, he wants a win. 

“If North Korea puts something 
substantive on the table it’s going 
to be tempting,” he said. 

However, a thaw between 
the U.S. and North Korea at the 
Olympics seems unlikely, said 
Kim Hyun-wook, an American 
studies professor at Korea Na¬ 
tional Diplomatic Academy. 

Pence will bring to the games 
the father of Otto Warmbier, the 
U.S. student who died in 2017 
shortly after he was released 
from North Korean detention. 
Fred Warmbier’s presence is 


“not a signal of a softer line,” Kim 
said. 

“He & his wife remind the world 
of the atrocities happening in N 
Korea,” Pence tweeted Monday 
before departing Washington. 

Glosserman said Japanese of¬ 
ficials might also be interested in 
discussing Trump’s recent state¬ 
ment that the U.S. could be coaxed 
back into the Trans Pacific Part¬ 
nership trade deal between Japan 
and other Pacific Rim nations. 

The TPP sought to build a U.S.- 
centered free-trade bloc as an 
alternative to One Belt One Road 
and other initiatives dominated 
by China. Trump withdrew the 
U.S. from TPP within a day of 
taking office. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Leon Cook 
contributed to this report. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Off-duty soldiers 
in S. Korea can 
grow facial hair 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — Off-duty soldiers on the 
Korean Peninsula are now al¬ 
lowed to grow facial hair, wear 
earrings, put on hats indoors and 
even turn them backward or side¬ 
ways under changes to Eighth 
Army rules. 

Lt. Gen. Michael Bills, who took 
command of the Eighth Army last 
month, approved the changes last 
week to address troops’ concerns, 
according to an Army statement 
issued Thursday. 

“In the past, we’ve been more 
restrictive in four areas of ap¬ 
pearance of our soldiers in order 
to keep a strong alliance here on 
the ‘pen’ in regards to the cultur¬ 
al norms of the Korean popula¬ 


tion, but [times and trends] have 
changed,” Eighth Army’s top 
enlisted adviser. Command Sgt. 
M^. Richard Merritt, said in the 
statement. 

Spc. Isiah Dawkins, 25, an Af¬ 
rican-American soldier serving 
with the 339th Quartermaster 
Company at Camp Humphreys, 
said the changes will give troops’ 
faces a much-needed break. 

“A lot of people have problems 
with shaving; everyone’s skin is 
different, everyone’s hair is dif¬ 
ferent,” said Dawkins, of Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, who uses medications 
to shave to Army standards. 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 David 
Gay, 34, a pilot with the 2nd Com¬ 
bat Aviation Brigade at Camp 
Humphreys, said he respects the 
move away from micromanaging 
soldiers’ personal lives. 

“I think it’s a huge morale boost 



Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 

A soldier assigned to the U.N. Honor Guard shaves before a ceremony at Yongsan Garrison, South Korea. 


^1 think it’s a huge morale boost for the 
lower enlisted guys, especially. ^ 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 David Gay 

pilot with the 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade at Camp Humphreys 


for the lower enlisted guys, espe¬ 
cially,” said Gay, of Marquette, 
Mich. “I think they respect the 
decision that they are treated as 
an adult.” 

Mqj. Benjamen Perry, a lawyer 
at Camp Humphreys, applauded 


the change on Tuesday, calling it 
a “move in the right direction.” 

“This is a prime example of 
common sense prevailing,” said 
Perry, 41, of Washington state. 
“When I first got here last sum¬ 
mer, I thought it was asinine (to 


be clean-shaven), regardless of 
whether we were on pass, on 
leave or at the house.” 

The next item on troops’ wish 
list is a change to curfew policy. 
Perry said. All troops in South 
Korea are required to be on base 
or in their homes between the 
hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. 

“Curfew policy, I think, makes 
criminals out of a lot of honest 
people,” Perry said. “It ruins 
some careers that shouldn’t have 
otherwise been ruined.” 

frchU7m¥rc'u's@Snpes!com ‘ 

Twitter: @marcusfichtl 


Vet who foiled 
casino robbery 
tells his story 

By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — It 
was past midnight last summer when 
former US. soldier Elliot Montalvan un¬ 
expectedly drew on his combat Army 
training at a casino in the small Bavarian 
town of Heidingsfeld, Germany. 

Masked and armed, a 48-year-old man 
had entered the gambling hall where Mon¬ 
talvan was working that night. 

When Montalvan, 35, who served in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, saw the robber 
approaching him, he thought it was a joke. 
The man was wearing working gloves, a 
ski mask, a Batman mask and a scarf 

The perpetrator, who was not named 
by German authorities, was sentenced on 
Jan. 30 to three years and three months in 
prison for attempted armed robbery, with 
help from Montalvan’s testimony. 

On Monday, Montalvan shared the story 
and a surveillance video of how he took the 
robber down. “I thought someone wanted 
to play a prank on me,” Montalvan said. 
But then he heard the guy saying in Ger¬ 
man: “Give me the money.” 

When Montalvan saw the gun, his first 
thought was how to get control of the situa¬ 
tion. He leaned on his infantry training in 
the Army from 2004 to 2010, which includ¬ 
ed time with the 172nd Infantry Brigade, 
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, out 
of Schweinfurt, Germany. 

When the robber walked in front of him 
toward the front counter, Montalvan saw a 
chance to attack. He grabbed the robber’s 
gun hand, put his arm around him and 
brought him to the ground. 

“We went down with such a force that, I 
[thought] the robber was for a moment un¬ 



Courtesy of Elliot Montalvan 


This screenshot from a surveillance camera shows Elliot Montalvan grappling with an 
armed perpetrator after the man attempted to rob a casino in Germany in 2017. 


conscious or shocked,” Montalvan said. 

When the robber squeezed his hand, 
Montalvan realized that this guy “would 
not give up.” 




Montalvan 


started pound- 
I ing him with a closed 
I palm,” he said, using 
technique he had 
I learned in the Army. 
Even that wasn’t 
enough. After a few 
minutes of scuffling, 
he used a wrestling 
hold and choked 
him until he lost 
consciousness. 

Montalvan said that 
immediately after he took the robber out, 
his “first aid reflexes” took over. 

He checked the robber’s pulse and turned 
him facedown so he wouldn’t choke on his 
own blood. One of the robber’s cheekbones 
was broken, according to German media 
reports. 

The former soldier went to call the po¬ 
lice but couldn’t remember the number. He 


called his wife, who called them for him. 

When he heard the sirens, Montalvan 
went outside, kneeled down, held his hands 
up and told the police he was not the bad 
guy. 

Montalvan said his wife actually was 
supposed to work that night at the gam¬ 
bling hall, but the children got sick and she 
had to stay at home. 

This was the first time he filled in for 
his wife, he said. Montalvan, who is from 
Arkansas, said he has suffered from post- 
traumatic stress disorder ever since he saw 
his best friend, Eric Palacios, die next to 
him while in Iraq. Montalvan also received 
back injuries when the vehicle he was in hit 
a roadside bomb. 

The injuries led to six pins in his back 
and a 100 percent disability determination, 
Montalvan said. But that didn’t stop him 
when it counted. 

“I never thought that what I learned 
could one day really save your life,” Mon¬ 
talvan said. “I never realized it until this 
night.” 

kloecl<ner.marcus@stripes.com 


Gitmo war court 
overseer fired; 
reason unknown 

By Carol Rosenberg 
Miami Herald 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, 
Cuba — In a surprise move. Secretary of 
Defense Jim Mattis on Monday fired the 
top official overseeing the trials of the five 
men accused of plotting the 9/11 attacks 
and other alleged war criminals held at 
Guantanamo. 

It was not immediately known what 
caused Mattis to dismiss Harvey Rishikof, 
an attorney with experience in national 
security law who, unlike earlier war court 
overseers, had no US. military experience. 
Mattis named Rishikof convening author¬ 
ity for military commissions on April 3. 

Meanwhile, Gary Brown, the legal advis¬ 
er for military commissions, lost his Pen¬ 
tagon job. He was temporarily replaced by 
two lawyers from his staff 

The decision had no impact on ongoing 
war court proceedings, said Tom Cros- 
son, a spokesman for the Department of 
Defense, because Mattis designated the 
general counsel at the Defense Logistics 
Agency, Jim Coyne, as acting convening 
authority. Coyne is a retired Army colonel 
who has served as DLA general counsel 
since May 2016. 

The Office of the Convening Authority 
is responsible for approving cases for trial, 
plea agreements, reviewing convictions 
and sentences — and resourcing defense 
teams. 

Crosson said the two men were removed 
from their jobs Monday. Mattis “rescinded 
the designations” of Rishikof as the con¬ 
vening authority for military commissions 
and as director of that office. Additionally, 
he said, William S. Castle, acting general 
counsel, rescinded Brown’s designation. 
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Mattis: Lawmaker 
says some proposed 
GOP cuts problematic 



Courtesy of Lockheed Martin 


The Marine Corps’ F-35 variant makes a vertical landing last 
month at Marine Corps Auxiliary Landing Field Bogue, N.C., 
during sloped surface vertical landing testing. 

Pentagon seeks $10.7B 
for Lockheed F-35 jets 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Mattis’ warning comes after an 
especially troubling 2017 that saw 
an uptick in high-profile deadly 
incidents outside of combat zones. 
Aviation mishaps increased by 
38 percent from 2016, with 22 
reported crashes in noncombat 
situations. Included among those 
crashes were 37 troop deaths. 
Another 17 servicemembers 

— all Navy sailors — were killed 
in two rare, at-sea collisions be¬ 
tween merchant ships and the 
USS John S. McCain and the USS 
Fitzgerald, two U.S. guided-mis- 
sile destroyers. 

Meanwhile, Russia and China 
have been investing heavily in 
their own military forces, in¬ 
cluding their nuclear weapons, 
putting a significant dent in the 
U.S. military’s advantage in bat¬ 
tlefield capabilities should it ever 
be drawn into conflict with those 
powers. That re-emergence in 
“great power competition’’ is at 
the center of the two documents 

— the National Defense Strategy 
and the Nuclear Posture Review 

— that Mattis and Air Force 
Gen. Paul Selva, the vice chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
were called to Capitol Hill to dis¬ 
cuss Tuesday. 

Those strategies each call 
for increased funding to boost 
the size of the U.S. military and 
expand its training and also to 
modernize infrastructure and 
conventional and nuclear weap¬ 
ons systems. Such investment, 
Mattis argued, is necessary to 
deter Russia, China, North Korea 
or Iran from miscalculating 
America’s military strength and 
starting a fight. 

House lawmakers were expect¬ 
ed to pass a continuing resolution 
later Tuesday that would keep 
the government funded through 
March 23 while also provid¬ 
ing $659 billion to the Pentagon 
for the remainder of fiscal year 
2018. 

‘Terrible ramifications’ 

The votes on the new short¬ 
term funding proposal come just 
weeks after lawmakers failed 
to reach an agreement Jan. 19, 
kicking off a three-day partial 
government shutdown. That shut¬ 
down resulted in missed training 
for thousands of National Guards¬ 
men and reservists and forced 
furloughs on thousands more De¬ 
fense Department civilians. 

Mattis said another such shut¬ 
down would have “terrible rami¬ 
fications’’ for the military. 

House Republicans’ proposed 
funding would allow the Penta¬ 


remainder of the year, Mattis told 
the House committee’s Republi¬ 
can chairman. Rep. Mac Thorn- 
berry, of Texas. 

“I would tell you that with it we 
can ... begin on the trail to restor¬ 
ing the competitive advantage 
that has been eroded,’’ Mattis 
said. “I would tell you, addition¬ 
ally, that without it we will be put 
into the position where the strat¬ 
egies would have to be changed 
and we would have to accept 
greater risk.” 

Thornberry and the commit¬ 
tee’s top Democrat, Rep. Adam 
Smith, of Washington, echoed 
Mattis’ comments, encouraging 
their colleagues to find a way to 
fund the Defense Department. 

Dems agree, yet bristle 

“It is morally wrong to send 
brave men and women out on 
missions under any strategy for 
which they are not fully trained, 
equipped and supported with the 
best that this country can pro¬ 
vide,” Thornberry said. “That 
support should not be conditioned 
on any other issue. And we can 
never forget that there is a real, 
human cost to failing to fully sup¬ 
port them.” 

Smith added that the United 
States cannot continue to operate 
on “wasteful continuing resolu¬ 
tions” and pushed lawmakers to 
find a way to eliminate sequestra¬ 
tion and the mandatory budget 
caps imposed by the Budget Con¬ 
trol Act of 2011. 

“I worry that will wind up 
costing the men and women who 
serve ... the training and the 
equipment they need to carry 
out the missions that we all hear 
that we need,” he said, while also 
admonishing President Donald 
Trump’s requested $4.1 trillion 
federal budget alongside the re¬ 
cently passed $2 trillion tax cut. 

Smith said he bristled at accu¬ 
sations that Democrats were re¬ 
sponsible for the budget situation, 
calling Republicans’ proposed 
cuts to nondefense appropria¬ 
tions — including education 
and infrastructure projects and 
shrinking State Department, Jus¬ 
tice Department and Homeland 
Security Department budgets 
— problematic. 

“You are going to gut every¬ 
thing else (outside the Defense 
Department) ... and if you gut 
everything else, you create prob¬ 
lems,” he said. “Defense is in¬ 
credibly important, (but) it’s not 
the only thing that’s important at 
keeping the peace.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The Pentagon intends to ask 
Congress to approve $10.7 bil¬ 
lion to buy 77 Lockheed Mar¬ 
tin F-35 jets in the fiscal year 
set to begin Oct. 1, according 
to U.S. officials. 

The proposal for the De¬ 
fense Department’s costliest 
program will be included Feb. 
12 as part of a fiscal 2019 base 
defense budget plan of about 
$597 billion. That’s the bulk of 
a $716 billion national security 
request expected from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump that also 
covers the Energy Depart¬ 
ment’s nuclear weapons pro¬ 
grams and smaller agencies. 

The fiscal 2019 request, dis¬ 
closed by officials who asked 
not to be identified before the 
budget is submitted to Con¬ 
gress, will be a victory for 
Lockheed, the No. 1 US. de¬ 
fense contractor: It’s close to 
the 80 planes the Obama ad¬ 
ministration had projected for 
fiscal 2019 in its final report 
on mqjor weapons systems 
two years ago. Before that, 
the Pentagon had reduced the 
number of planes projected for 
the year to 90 from 100. 

Under former President 
Barack Obama, the rate of an¬ 
ticipated F-35 production was 
reduced both because of the 
fighter’s persistent technical 


problems and constraints on 
Defense Department funding. 
The F-35 is expected to end 
its 16-year-old development 
phase this year. 

Starting in September, the F- 
35 is scheduled to enter about a 
year of intense combat testing 
— an exercise that’s at least 12 
months late already. Combat 
testing is necessary before the 
fighter jet is approved for full- 
rate production, the most prof¬ 
itable phase for Lockheed. 

Congress could increase the 
funding and add more jets to 
the fiscal 2019 budget. It ap¬ 
propriated money for 74 F-35s 
in fiscal 2017,11 more than re¬ 
quested in the last Obama-era 
budget. The Pentagon request¬ 
ed 70 aircraft for the current 
fiscal year, but appropriations 
have yet to be passed as Con¬ 
gress remains mired in budget 
and policy disputes. 

Pentagon officials includ¬ 
ing Deputy Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan and chief 
weapons buyer Ellen Lord 
have highlighted the need to 
reduce the F-35’s $406.5 bil¬ 
lion projected acquisition cost 
and its estimated $1.2 trillion 
price tag for long-term op¬ 
erations and support through 
2070. “ 

Right now, we can’t afford 
the sustainment costs” and 
“we’re committed to changing 
that,” Lord told reporters last 
week. 


House GOP 
plans stopgap 
bill with funds 
for Pentagon 

By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The GOP- 
controlled House is slated Tues¬ 
day to pass a plan to keep the 
government open for six more 
weeks while Washington grapples 
with a potential follow-up budget 
pact and, perhaps, immigration 
legislation. 

The measure comes as nego¬ 
tiations on a broader budget deal 
appear to be inching toward an 
agreement that would award both 
the Pentagon and domestic agen¬ 
cies with relief from a budget 
freeze. 

“I’m pleased to report that 
our bipartisan talks continue to 
progress toward an agreement 
on spending caps and important 
priorities all of us are eager to ad¬ 
dress,” said Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Mitch McConnell, R-Mich. 

The bill, which would avert a 
government shutdown that looms 
at midnight on Thursday, mar¬ 
ries the stopgap spending mea¬ 
sure with a full-year, $659 bilhon 
Pentagon spending bill that’s a top 
priority of the party’s legion of de¬ 
fense hawks. 

That idea, however, is a non¬ 
starter with Senate Democrats, 
who insist that increases to both 
the Pentagon and domestic pro¬ 
grams advance at the same time. 

The temporary funding mea¬ 
sure would keep the government 
running through March 23 and 
also reauthorize funding for com¬ 
munity health centers that enjoy 
widespread bipartisan support. 

Pairing the Pentagon’s budget 
with only temporary money for the 
rest of the government wouldn’t 
go anywhere in the Senate, vowed 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y, who said it “would be bar¬ 
reling head-first into a dead-end.” 

Schumer and McConnell ap¬ 
pear to be working toward a plan 
that would respond to the House 
bill with a long-awaited spending 
pact to give whopping increases 
both to the Pentagon and domestic 
programs — almost $300 bilhon 
spread over two years. 

Talks in the Senate on such a 
framework seem to be at a criti¬ 
cal stage, appearing to intensify in 
hopes of an agreement this week, 
aides and lawmakers said. The 
House GOP strategy seemed de¬ 
signed in part to invite the Senate 
to complete budget negotiations 
and use the temporary spend¬ 
ing bill to advance such a budget 
agreement. 


gon to achieve its goals for the 


^Defense is incredibly important, (but) it’s not the 
only thing that’s important at keeping the peace. ^ 

Rep. Adam Smith 

D-Wash. 
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More emphasis on cyberwarfare urged 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Several members of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security on 
Monday said the U.S. should put a greater 
focus on cyberwarfare skills in assessing fu¬ 
ture urgent national security needs. 

Several lawmakers agreed skills for cyber¬ 
warfare, such as developing artificial intelli¬ 
gence, will be key for the military and other 
domains charged with protecting the home¬ 
land in the future. 

“Cyberwarfare in the future, it’s not going 
to be hacker on hacker,” said Rep. Will Hurd, 
R-Texas, a former CIA officer and member 
of the Homeland Security committee. “It’s 
going to be good AI versus bad AI... and right 
now, we are only teaching that stuff in Ph.D. 
programs.” 

The comments were part of a wide-rang¬ 
ing discussion with four Republican mem¬ 
bers of the Homeland Security committee on 
the state of national security held Monday at 
George Washington University. 

Committee Chairman Rep. Michael Mc- 
Caul, R-Texas, opened the talk at the school’s 
Center for Cyber and Homeland Security, 
highlighting a series of threats still facing the 
United States. Among them, cyberattacks re¬ 
main one of the biggest concerns facing the 
country, with intrusions in recent years com¬ 
ing from North Korea, China, Russia and 
Iran, he said. 

“The threats against our homeland are not 


restricted by physical boundaries. We have 
cyber,” McCaul said. “Our adversaries, both 
nation-states and nonstate actors, threaten us 
around the clock in cyberspace.” 

Cyberspace is a 
y separate domain 

1 *1 think from air, land, sea 

... , and space that must 

that cyber also be defended, 

...—I Hurd argued. A dif¬ 
ferent set of skills 
are needed to fight 
such attacks, and 
the United States 
must make a plan 
for who will be re¬ 
sponsible for that 
charge, he said. 

“We have to figure 
out how do we do 
electronic warfare, 
who is responsible 
for that, who are the 
Rep. John Katko Navy SEALs when it 
R-N.Y. comes to electronic 
warfare?” Hurd 
asked. 

Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., a newcomer to 
Capitol Hill and a retired Marine Corps cap¬ 
tain who served in the Iraq War, said fighting 
a cyberwar remains a challenge for the mili¬ 
tary and other U.S. entities. 

“It’s not as visible or at the nexus of physi¬ 
cal destruction or loss of life,” he said. “We 
haven’t had that wake-up call.” 

Gallagher said past U.S. cyberspace failures 


I think 
I that cyber 
command and 
everything 
going on in 
the miiitary 
I sphere is 
going to be 
extraordinariiy 
important 
going 
I forward. ^ 


come down to humans, and future solutions 
will come down to recruiting the best talent. 
The military is among those weighing how to 
gain a larger share of servicemembers with 
those skills, with some military leaders brain¬ 
storming ideas of creating a separate career 
path for cyber and special operators, he said. 

“From a military perspective, each branch 
is trying to grow that capability organically,” 
Gallagher said. 

However, Gallagher is worried that’s not 
enough and that it will take the military too 
long to catch up to ongoing cyber threats. 
The United States might need a more flexible 
model that makes the best use of such human 
talent available, such as Hurd’s proposal for a 
cyber national guard. 

“I just suspect ... even that won’t be quick 
enough,” he said of the military’s plans to 
grow the cyber skills organically. Someone 
“who will join the Marine Corps at 18 years 
old and wants to do a bunch of pushups and get 
a ‘high-and-tight’ is probably not going to be a 
world-class coder.” 

Rep. John Katko, R-N.Y., said as skills are 
obtained to outsmart nefarious online activity, 
it will aid future electronic warfare efforts. 

“I think that there is no question that cyber 
command and everything going on in the 
military sphere is going to be extraordinarily 
important going forward,” Katko said. “In my 
mind, if we ever have a bad spell with Russia, 
a lot of electronic warfare will be at the fore¬ 
front of that bad spell.” 

g^rrs¥res.daudra@stripesTco^rn' 

Twitter: ©cgrisales 



Courtesy of DARPA 

The Navy received a $20 million sea drone prototype last week from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. Known as the Sea 
Hunter, the drone could be deployed as early as this year to hunt for submarines. 

Navy moves closer to launching sea drone 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy could begin deploying 
a self-piloting sea drone by the end 
of the year to hunt for submarines 
at a time when China and Russia 
are expanding their underwater 
fleets, according to the research 
agency that designed it. 

The Navy received the $20 
million prototype last week from 
the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, or DARPA. 

Navy researchers will now 
work to further develop the ro¬ 
botic vessel — which requires no 
remote piloting — with the aim 


of integrating it into fleets. 

The Sea Hunter has undergone 
rigorous testing in the past two 
years to ensure it can pilot itself 
safely and follow international 
rules for avoiding collisions at sea, 
according to DARPA. 

Navy officials haven’t said when 
the drone will go into service, but 
DARPA said its first missions 
could happen later this year. 

Sending relatively low-priced, 
unmanned drones to stalk subma¬ 
rines in waters filled with mines or 
combatants is far less risky than 
deploying a multibillion-dollar 
warship with a large crew, agency 
officials said. 


“The U.S. militaiy has talked 
about the strategic importance of 
replacing ‘king’ and ‘queen’ pieces 
on the maritime chessboard with 
lots of ‘pawns,’” Fred Kennedy, 
head of DARPA’s tactical technol¬ 
ogy, said in a statement. 

DARPA and Navy researchers 
began collaborating on the project 
in 2014. The Sea Hunter has no 
weapons. It is strictly a surveil¬ 
lance vessel that uses cameras 
and radar to spot submarines. 

The 132-foot vessel is highly 
maneuverable and travels up to 
27 knots per hour, researchers 
say. It will be able to track subma¬ 
rines for a longer period of time 


than can warships and planes, re¬ 
searchers say. 

Land-based technicians will 
monitor the drone but won’t steer 
it unless a problem arises. 

At the Sea Hunter’s christening 
in 2016, former Deputy Defense 
Secretary Robert Work told the 
Reuters news agency that robotic 
vessels will be a countermeasure 
to Russia and China expanding 
their submarine fleets. 

“I would like to see unmanned 
flotillas operating in the western 
Pacific and the Persian Gulf with¬ 
in five years,” Work said. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 

Twitter: @wylandstripes 


Soldier’s body 
found near 
train station 
in Germany 

By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— Authorities are investigating 
the death of a U.S. soldier whose 
body was found near a train sta¬ 
tion close to the military training 
center in Bavaria, the Army said 
in a statement. 

The body of 1st Sgt. Nicholas 
S. Amsberry was found in the 
town of Parsberg, about 10 miles 
from Hohenfels, headquarters of 
the Joint Multinational Readi¬ 
ness Center. His death is under 
investigation. 

Amsberry, 34, was on a nine- 
month deployment to the JMRC 
in support of operation Atlantic 
Resolve. The Mesa, Ariz., native 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Ar¬ 
mored Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Infantry Division, out of Fort 
Riley, Kan. 

He entered the Army in 2003 
as an infantryman. 

“Our deepest sympathies go 
out to the family of 1st Sgt. Nicho¬ 
las Amsberry,” said Lt. Col. Peter 
Moon, the commander of 1st Bat¬ 
talion, 18th Infantry Regiment. 
“We know the death of a fam¬ 
ily member is an immeasurable 
loss.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Gl spouse jobs: A 
work in progress 

Sen. Kaine proposes legislation to reduce 
unemployment among military families 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Frequent 
moves across state or interna¬ 
tional lines; a spouse who is away 
from home for work for months at 
a time; insufficient and expensive 
child care. 

These are some of the reasons 
that military families are far 
more likely to be struggling on a 
single income than other Ameri¬ 
can families. Forty-three percent 
of military spouses are not in the 
labor force, compared to 25.5 per¬ 
cent of civilian families living on 
a single income, according to a 
2016 survey by the nonprofit Blue 
Star Families. 

The rate of unemployment for 
military spouses — those active¬ 
ly seeking work — ranges from 
three to six times higher than 
their civilian counterparts. 

In proposing new legisla¬ 
tion to help close the gap. Sen. 
Tim Kaine, D-Va., said Tuesday 
that the ripple effect is impact¬ 
ing military readiness, leaving 
servicemembers burdened with 
deployments, financial concerns 
and frustrated spouses. 

“The men and women who sup¬ 
port their Marine, soldier, sailor 
or airman — they are critical to 
the support of our military mis¬ 
sion,” Kaine said. “And if we can 
make their path a little easier, it’s 
a good thing for military readi¬ 
ness, family happiness. It keeps 
people in the military longer if 
they know their spouse continues 
to have opportunity.” 

The Military Spouse Employ¬ 
ment Act of 2018 seeks to give 
military spouses a leg up in feder¬ 
al hiring and to push the Defense 
Department to offer more oppor¬ 
tunities for spouses: enable them 
to run private businesses on base, 
expand educational and training 
and give them more access to af¬ 
fordable child care. 

Kaine said he wants to attach 
the bill to the 2018 National De¬ 
fense Authorization Act with bi¬ 
partisan support. 

The senator, whose eldest son, 
Nat, is a Marine infantry officer, 
is a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and co¬ 


chairs the Senate Military Fam¬ 
ily Caucus. He began looking at 
spouse employment a year ago, 
after another initiative helped 
target job opportunities for Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq veterans. He 
met in the past year with spouses, 
business leaders and advocates. 

“They talked about the frequent 
moves as a barrier to employ¬ 
ment, the number of job changes 
they were undergoing,” he said. 
“They talked about the difficulty 
of having a profession that re¬ 
quires a state license... and when 
you transfer from one state to the 
next, suddenly you don’t have that 
credential and it can take a while 
to get it.” 

In a roundtable in October, 
spouses spoke about their frustra¬ 
tions at not being able to build ca¬ 
reers or find jobs that paid enough 
to justify child care. As those 
frustrations grew, more families 
were opting out of the military, 
hurting retention, he said. 

“It speaks to the future of our 
military and speaks to the power 
of the force,” said Kathy Roth- 
Douquet, the CEO of Blue Star 
Families, before the legislation 
was introduced. “But it’s easy not 
to see the problem at all.” 

The bill’s most impactful aspect 
would modify federal authority 
to fast-track the hiring of military 
spouses, since the most desirable 
jobs near military installations 
are often federal positions, Kaine 
said. 

According to the Blue Star 
Families survey, 79 percent of 
spouses who apply for federal jobs 
don’t get them, even though there 
is law that allows hiring manag¬ 
ers to appoint military spouses. 
The process is cumbersome and 
doesn’t work quickly enough for 
spouses who move every few 
years, Roth-Douquet said. 

In addition, the bill proposes 
that the Defense Department 
submit a plan to change rules to 
allow spouses to run their busi¬ 
nesses on bases. And DOD would 
look to increase affordable child 
care by changing hiring require¬ 
ments for workers. This change, 
Kaine said, would probably not 
reap immediate results. 

The bill also instructs DOD to 


The men and women who support their 
Marine, soldier, sailor or airman — they 
are critical to the support of our military 
mission. And if we can make their path a 
little easier, it’s a good thing for military 
readiness, family happiness. It keeps 
people in the military longer. ^ 

Sen Tim Kaine 

D-Va. 



Mauricio CAMPiNo/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Team Dover members attend a job fair during a Transition Summit at Dover Air Force Base, Del., last 
year. The Military Spouse Employment Act of 2018 seeks to assist military spouses in federal hiring. 



Karen A. IwAMOTo/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Army spouse Brittany Gibson interviews for a catering position with Family and MWR food and beverage 
Director John Stone at Aliamanu Military Reservation’s community center in Honolulu, in August. 


expand educational opportunities 
and training for military spouses. 
This includes increasing aware¬ 
ness for career training and 
education programs and schol¬ 
arships; giving spouses greater 
access to transition training and 
counseling; and helping profes¬ 
sionals get recertified when they 
move to a new state. 

Roth-Douquet said she thought 
the legislation was a good start, 
but noted that changes need to 
focus not just on legislation but 
also nonprofits and private busi¬ 
nesses, to make the job market 
friendlier and more flexible for 
military spouses. 

“We’ve got an opportunity 
here,” she said. “It’s just a matter 
of us innovating the path forward 
and getting enough attention to 
do it.” 








Karen A. IwAMOTo/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


cahn.dianna(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)DiannaCahn 


Military spouses attend a professional development symposium on 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 
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Senate panel questions 
US strategy in Afghanistan 



Massoud Hossaini/AP 


U.S. Marines watch during the change of command ceremony 
at Task Force Southwest military field in Shorab military camp of 
Helmand province, A^hanistan, on Jan. 15. A Senate panel took top 
officials to task over future plans to resolve the war in A^anistan. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Sen¬ 
ate panel expressed frustration 
Tuesday over whether the lat¬ 
est strategy in Afghanistan will 
finally find an end to America’s 
longest war. 

In a series of sharp questions 
and comments, the Senate For¬ 
eign Relations Committee took 
top state and defense officials to 
task over past missteps and fu¬ 
ture plans to resolve the war in 
Afghanistan. 

Among those concerns: An¬ 
nual U.S. costs to run the war 
in Afghanistan now exceed $45 
billion; the Taliban has gained 
control of more territory, and a 
lack of transparency and mixed- 
messaging now cloud U.S. war 
efforts. 

“After sixteen years, thousands 
of lives, probably trillions of dol¬ 
lars spent, the Afghans don’t 
seem to be able to defend them¬ 
selves,” Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky, 
railed during the hearing. “I see 
no hope for it and I feel sorry for 
putting the military in this posi¬ 
tion ... I don’t fault the military, I 
just don’t think there is a military 
solution.” 

Deputy Secretary of State John 
J. Sullivan and Randall Shriver, 


Department of Defense assistant 
secretary for Asian and Pacific 
security affairs, testified at the 
hearing and said they understood 
the lawmakers’ frustration. How¬ 
ever, they said they are confident 
in the new strategy in Afghani¬ 
stan, which was unveiled by Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump in August. 

“The scrutiny is understand¬ 
able. I would share every frustra¬ 
tion you share about the time and 
investment,” Shriver said. How¬ 
ever, “I do think the approach that 
we’ve adopted ... I think gives us 
a better chance to achieve results 
on the battlefield, which will give 
us a better chance at the political 
settlement.” 

The lawmakers expressed con¬ 
cern that the new strategy was 
more of the same from previous 
administrations, and light on de¬ 
tails. Trump said in August that 
the new strategy in South Asia had 
no specific timeline or troop lev¬ 
els attached, and focused rather 
on reaching certain conditions. 

“It’s been nearly six months 
since the administration an¬ 
nounced its new strategy for 
South Asia, which as far as I can 
tell is quite similar to the old 
strategy,” said Sen. Bob Menen- 
dez, D-N.J. “I understand the 
administration is focused on con¬ 


ditions-based metrics for success 
for eventual withdrawal of U.S. 
forces but I hope we can get a 
little more clarity to what exactly 
are our desired outcomes are for 
our troops and our foreign policy 
goals in Afghanistan.” 

Amid growing reports that the 
Taliban and the Islamic State 
might be gaining ground in Af¬ 
ghanistan, senators shared con¬ 
fusion how the United States will 
find a solution under the latest 
shift in direction. 

“Things are not going well 
today in Afghanistan,” said Sen. 
Chris Murphy, D-Conn. “The 
U.S.-backed coalition controls 
less territory than ever before. 
Insurgents control more than 
ever before.” 

Murphy and other Democrats 
on the committee also shared 
frustration over a lack of trans¬ 
parency from military officials 
and mixed messages from admin¬ 
istration and military leaders. 

Last week. Trump said there 
would be no negotiating with the 
Taliban in potential peace talks. 

The next day, Sullivan said 
during a visit to Kabul, the Af¬ 
ghan capital, that the United 
States remained committed to 
forging peace talks between the 
Taliban and the Afghan govern¬ 


ment. Sullivan reiterated that po¬ 
sition Tuesday before the Senate 
committee. 

“At the foundation lies some 
very significant confusion about 
what U.S. policy is,” Murphy said. 
“You can see that the world and 
those involved with the peace 
process may be pretty confused 
about what the US. position is. 
What is it? Is it the position that 
you articulated before the com¬ 
mittee or is it the position that 
the president articulated a week 
ago?” 

Sullivan explained Trump 
meant in his comments that there 
likely will not be negotiations 
with the members of the Taliban 


who are behind terrorist attacks 
such as the ones seen last month. 
But there are Taliban members 
who might be willing to talk, he 
said. 

However, Sullivan and Shriver 
couldn’t detail those figures for 
how many members of the Tal¬ 
iban are in Afghanistan and what 
share would be open to talks. 

“Significant elements of the 
Taliban are not prepared to nego¬ 
tiate and it may take a long time 
before they are willing to negoti¬ 
ate,” Sullivan said. 

grisales.claudiadistripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Turkey calls on US troop 
withdrawal from Manbij 


Associated Press 

Turkish President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan said the United States 
should withdraw its troops from 
the Syrian town of Manbij, which 
he says is a predominantly Arab 
town that Turkey would return to 
its “real owners.” 

Erdogan also renewed a threat 
to expand Turkey’s military oper¬ 
ation in Syria to the region that is 
held by U.S.-backed Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish fighters, during an address to 
legislators from his ruling party 
on Tuesday. 

“Why are you staying there (in 
Manbij)? Leave,” Erdogan said. 
“We will come to return the lands 
to their real owners.” 

Turkey launched a cross-bor¬ 
der offensive into the northwest¬ 
ern enclave of Afrin to drive out 
Syrian Kurdish militia and has 
also vowed to clear Manbij of the 
Kurdish fighters, which make 
up the backbone of a force that 
fought the Islamic State group 
in Syria. The United States has a 
military presence in Manbij. 

Erdogan’s threat to move Tur¬ 
key’s operation east raises the 
possibility of a confrontation be¬ 
tween the allies, who are already 
at odds over U.S. backing the Syr¬ 
ian Kurdish fighters. 

Amid the rising tensions, a 
Turkish official said U.S. Secre¬ 


tary of State Rex Tillerson is ex¬ 
pected to visit Turkey next week. 

The official would not provide 
further details. He spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity Tuesday, 
in line with government rules. 
Turkish media reports said that 
U.S. national security adviser 
H.R. McMaster would also visit. 

While Erdogan was making 
those statements, there were re¬ 
ports of shelling Tuesday on parts 
of Syria’s old city of Damascus. 

Syria’s state news agency said 
at least three people have been 
killed and eight civilians injured. 
The SANA news agency blamed 
the attack targeting Bab Touma 
in the old city on armed groups in 
a region adjacent to the capital. 

The Syrian government has 
kept up a relentless airstrike and 
shelling campaign against the 
rebel-held region, eastern Gh- 
outa, for weeks. It has escalated 
its attacks in recent days, and 
activists reported that nearly 40 
people were killed in the region 
Tuesday. 

Earlier Tuesday, thousands of 
protesters took to the streets of 
Afrin, the Kurdish-controlled 
Syrian enclave under attack from 
Turkey, to protest the offensive, 
now in its third week. 


US expands airstrike campaign 
against Taliban in Afghanistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The United States has 
launched a series of airstrikes in northern Afghani¬ 
stan to destroy Taliban training facilities, support 
networks and revenue sources, the military said 
Tuesday. 

“Over the past 96 hours, U.S. forces conducted 
air operations to strike Taliban training facilities 
in Badakhshan province, preventing the planning 
and rehearsal of terrorist acts near the border with 
China and T^ikistan,” U.S. Forces Afghanistan said 
in a statement. 

The strikes also destroyed Afghan army vehicles 
that the insurgents had stolen and had intended to 
convert to vehicle-borne bombs, it added. 

The operations are an expansion of a campaign 
that began in southern Helmand province, where 
American bombs continue to target Taliban drug 
labs, which generate significant revenue for the 
insurgents. 

The campaign has reduced the group’s funding by 
more than $30 million since November, according to 
the U.S. military, although the figure has been ques¬ 
tioned by some observers. Officials estimate the 
Taliban rake in about $200 million annually from 
the drug trade for their war chest. 

“The Taliban have nowhere to hide,” Gen. John 
Nicholson, the U.S.’s top commander if Afghanistan, 
said in Tuesday’s statement. “There will be no safe 
haven for any terrorist group bent on bringing harm 
and destruction to this country.” 

American airstrikes targeting Taliban training 
facilities and revenue sources are part of the Trump 
administration’s new approach to dealing with the 
insurgents, who are said to control more territory 


now than at an any other time since 2001, when a 
U.S.-led invasion removed them from power. 

The group has claimed responsibility for several 
high-profile attacks in the capital, Kabul, in recent 
weeks that have left scores dead. Four Americans 
were killed in one attack, on the city’s Interconti¬ 
nental Hotel. 

“The Taliban cannot win on the battlefield; there¬ 
fore, they inflict harm and suffering on innocent 
civilians,” said Nicholson. “All they can do is kill in¬ 
nocent people and destroy what other people have 
built.” 

Under the new authorities, U.S. forces are permit¬ 
ted to hunt down the insurgents instead of just react¬ 
ing to them in self-defense, as was the case before. 

A newly deployed squadron of A-10 “Warthog” 
Thunderbolt II ground attack planes joined the air 
campaign, also known as “Jagged Knife,” in the 
country’s south late last month. 

During the recent strikes in Badakhshan, a U.S. 
Air Force B-52 Stratofortress dropped 24 preci¬ 
sion guided munitions on Taliban fighting positions, 
setting a record of the most guided munitions ever 
dropped from a B-52, the military said. 

B-52 bombers were also used in a November op¬ 
eration that destroyed eight Taliban drug labs in 
Helmand, which was the first mqjor use of the new 
authorities to target the group’s revenue stream. A 
bomber in that offensive set the previous record for 
smart weapons dropped at 19. 

The aircraft, which have played a leading role in 
U.S. operations for decades, were recently reconfig¬ 
ured with a conventional rotary launcher to increase 
their reach and lethality. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwweilman 
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'Trauma' captures view of medics' world 

Documentary 
chronicles units 
from war to rocky 
trip back home 


A medevac helicopter crew from the 10th Mountain Division’s 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 10th Aviation Regiment, lands 
in A^hanistan to attend to a wounded soldier in 2011. Six men from the medevac unit were followed home from the mission in the 



Chief Warrant Officer 2 Mitch Wiese, medevac pilot, is pictured in action in eastern Afghanistan in 2011. 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Chief War¬ 
rant Officer 2 Mitch Wiese sat 
in a concrete bunker — a wry, 
half-smile playing at the soldier’s 
shadowed face as he wondered 
what war was going to do to him 
and the medevac unit he flew 
with. 

It was 2011, the peak of the 
surge in the Afghanistan conflict. 
Wiese, a pilot, and his crew from 
the 10th Mountain Division’s 
Company C, 3rd General Support 
Aviation Battalion, 10th Aviation 
Regiment, were conducting mul¬ 
tiple missions some days —jump¬ 
ing at the crackle of the radio, 
running to their helicopter so they 
could pluck wounded off the bat¬ 
tlefield, stem the bleeding, patch 
the holes in human flesh, pump in 
oxygen or fluids. Frequently, they 
were covered in blood and dust, 
ears ringing, chopper blades 
thumping, adrenaline racing, as 
they worked to save lives. 

To them, it seemed like they had 
the most demanding and gratify¬ 
ing jobs in the world. Still, Wiese 
wondered what kind of nightmares 
the medics — or “back-seaters” 
— must have. The pilots up front 
don’t see everything, he says in 
the just-released documentary 
“Trauma,” available for purchase 
on Amazon and iTunes. But just 
hearing the struggles of the med¬ 
ics and their victims was enough. 

“I know everyone’s gonna go 
home with a lot of memories — a 
lot of bad memories,” he says. 

Cut to 2014. 

Wiese, now bearded, sat at the 
dining table in his home in Alba¬ 
ny, N.Y., watching that wartime 
clip of himself on a computer 
screen. He leaned back in his 
chair. It struck him as strange, he 
said, that he knew back then what 
would happen down the road. 

“It’s weird listening to myself 
talk about having problems” 
in the future, he says, his voice 
cracking with emotion. “And here 
I am.” 

Following Wiese and five mem¬ 
bers of his medevac unit from 
their 2011 deployment in Afghan¬ 
istan through a five-year rocky 
journey back home, “Trauma” 
captures a unique view into the 
world of men whose job took them 
to the heart of war with the most 
noble of missions — and the un¬ 
avoidable reckoning. 

In the documentary, there is no 
narration other than the voices 
of the men, interviewed over the 
course of time. Their lives change 
and evolve. Some come quickly to 
the end of their military service, 
while others carry on until they 
can’t anymore. Each struggles 
to adapt back home, to reconnect 


with their families and do jobs 
that mean so much less to them. 

“We were unsung f-ing he¬ 
roes,” Robert Speth, crew chief of 
the 2011 deployment, says in the 


film. “Dude, if you were getting 
on my aircraft, you had a good 
chance of getting off alive. You 
were having the best worst day of 
your life. And now I come back. 


I turn wrenches on rich peoples’ 
airplanes — nobody gives a sh—. 
But I am actually OK with that,” 
he said. “I am fine with that be¬ 
cause that other stuff was gonna 


Photos by Harry SANNA/Trauma Film LLC 


kill you.” 

Even as the medics’ lives move 
forward, the war scenes splash 
back onto the screen with that 
same incessant and violent ur¬ 
gency, reminding you that there 
is no singular narrative of war. 

Slowly, you come to realize that 
the hardest job these men could 
ever have is finding their own 
way home. 

A binding force 

Journalist Harry Sanna start¬ 
ed filming the Black Hawk crew 
on what was supposed to be a 
weeklong embed with the unit at 
Forward Operating Base Shank 
in Logar province in 2011. But 
there was something about the 
story that he just couldn’t quit, 
he said in an interview with Stars 
and Stripes. 

He extended his stay for weeks, 
went on missions and spent down¬ 
time with the men, learning their 
stories and seeing what the job 
entailed. 

At some point, the crew began 
to see him as family, said medic 
Michael Walker, a sergeant first 
class on that mission, in an inter¬ 
view. Later, when Sanna suffered 
from the aftermath of war and los¬ 
ing colleagues on the battlefield, 
they grew even more connected. 
SEE PAGE 9 
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Photos courtesy Trauma Film LLC 


A medevac helicopter flies over eastern Afghanistan in 2011 en route to picking up wounded soldiers. 



Then-Sgt. 1st Class Michael Walker is seen beside the medic Journalist and documentary filmmaker Harry Sanna sits inside 

unit’s helicopter at Forward Operating Base Shank in Logar the Black Hawk helicopter belonging to the medevac unit in 

province, A^anistan, in 2011. Afghanistan in 2011. 


FROM PAGE 8 

“What we all went through over there 
was a binding agent for us,” Sanna, 30, said 
from his home in Sydney, Australia. “While 
at times, year after year, some people were 
in better places, I feel there was a collec¬ 
tive internal reckoning coming for us all.” 

Sanna’s struggle isn’t covered in the 
film, but it is a driving force that propelled 
him to reach out to the unit years later and 
fly to the United States in 2014 to interview 
six of them. He hung out with Walker and 
Wiese and the others on their sofas, filming 
at all times of day and night as they spoke 
with rare candor. 

Wiese talked about the struggles he and 
his wife had with infertility, the night¬ 
mares and lost sleep, and what a quick fuse 
could look like at home. 

Walker, now 44, confronted the camera 
with his raw account of the job that took 
him back to Afghanistan, how the mis¬ 
sion separated him from his family not 
just physically, but emotionally, until his 
wife went home to her native Japan, taking 
their daughter with her. 

“Yeah, there is a price you pay,” Walk¬ 
er says, shortly after his family left. The 
camera stayed on him as his eyes filled 
with tears. “But the job is too important,” 
he says. “The people that would be left be¬ 
hind. I can’t...” 

Each of the six men Sanna followed took 
a different path, but they all struggled to 
find an identity as dramatic and intense as 
being a combat medic. 

“In my mind,” pilot Julian Gilbert says 
in the film, “it’s going to be difficult to top 
that year we had in Afghanistan, as far as 
finding meaning and purpose.” 

Speth had been gearing up to go back 
to Afghanistan when his daughter bit her 
lip while jumping on the couch and start¬ 
ed screaming. He held her, but said she 
smelled like hydraulic fluid. His wife was 
calling from upstairs to see if she was OK, 
but in his mind, he’s hearing the radio call 
and helicopter noises. Only he was hold¬ 
ing his daughter on that chopper. “It was 
at that moment when I realized, ‘Dude, you 
can’t do this — you need help,”’ Speth says 
in the film. He traded in his mission for ci¬ 
vilian coveralls and found his way back to 
his family. 

“I still wonder how I made it home, 
after what we did on a daily basis,” Wiese, 
42, said in an interview. “Now I sit in a 
cubicle.” 

Turning point 

For Sanna, the difficult journey was 
redemptive. 

Through a Kickstarter campaign, he 
raised enough money to hire an editor. 
When he joined forces with producers 
Ryan Cunningham and David Gaddie, 
the film came into focus — shifting from 
a documentary about the work of a mede¬ 
vac crew in Afghanistan to a story about 
what happens to them in the long years 
afterward. 

Gaddie said there was a pivotal point 
early on in their effort when Sanna was 
showing him his Afghanistan footage and 
it was “all really tame.” 

“Isn’t there anything else?” Gaddie 
asked. 

A day later, Sanna called him and showed 
him a very difficult scene. “He showed it to 
me shaking. He had avoided certain foot¬ 
age,” Gaddie said. 

After that, Sanna summoned the courage 
to go back and look at all the footage, com¬ 
ing to terms with his own journey. That’s 
when he grasped what he was trying to get 
from his subjects. 

“The film sort of took a new turn at that 
point,” Gaddie said. 

A stop along the way 

The documentary was in the editing stag¬ 
es in 2015 when the filmmakers began to 
realize that some stories were incomplete. 


Wiese and his wife, who struggled with 
infertility, had a son. Wiese has been con¬ 
sistently in therapy, and in his last on¬ 
screen interview, he says he is in such a 
good place. 

But for others, things were far less 
certain. 

No one had heard from their colleague 
Bart Prouty. Prouty, like Walker, had gone 
back to Afghanistan after his 2011 tour. 
But the tour was tough for Prouty, and he 
left the deployment in the middle. Sanna 
and his crew reached out to Prouty, but he 
stopped responding to them and his mede¬ 
vac buddies. Sanna decided to go back to 
him and capture his journey. 

After his deployment was cut short, 
Prouty had been in and out of treatment 
programs, he and Speth said in the film. 
Prouty was drinking too much and strug¬ 
gling to find steady ground. The last time 
Prouty saw Speth, the two buddies fought. 

“You are gonna be one of the f-ing home¬ 
less vets sitting on the side of the road with 
the ‘I served’ hats begging for handouts 
because you couldn’t get your sh- together 
looking for answers at the bottom of the 
bottle,” Speth, now 38, warns him in the 


film. 

Prouty, now 37, remembered it this way: 
He’d stopped taking his medication and he 
was spiraling. He felt like he had no con¬ 
trol, he says in the film, and he didn’t care 
if he lived or died. 

Then his friends intervened, encourag¬ 
ing him to check himself into treatment. 
“It was my brothers trying to take care 
of me, and um,” he says, his voice welling 
with emotion, “that meant a lot.” 

The flip side 

From the start, Sanna immerses viewers 
in the powerful story of rescuers in battle 
who were called to save lives. Only late in 
the documentary does he call post trau¬ 
matic stress disorder by its name. Sanna 
says that was no accident. 

By then, you are invested — in men trou¬ 
bled by war, and in men whose job it was to 
save lives on the battlefield. 

“I wanted to push past the definition,” 
Sanna said of PTSD. 

That’s when you see the flip side. The 
guilt over those they couldn’t save; the 
smell of burning flesh that never quite 


dissipates; the eyes of wounded children 
— wide in terror and pain — with no lan¬ 
guage to console them; the heavy, dark toll 
this mission would take on their families. 

Throughout the film, medic Todd Fuchi- 
gami, aka Fuji, serves as the joker who 
likes to keep things light. Toward the end, 
he tells the story of having to help reposi¬ 
tion a casualty whose head had been split 
open. He could feel the texture of the man’s 
brains through his glove, and saw the ring 
on his finger as he draped an American 
flag over him. He wondered whether the 
man had talked to his loved ones recently. 
He thought about his own wife, he said. 

The realities aren’t pretty — long sleep¬ 
less nights, the things he won’t tell her, Is- 
lamophobia, alcohol, alienation. Bursts of 
crying fits alternating with bursts of rage. 
And for Prouty — and maybe others — a 
willingness to drive into an embankment. 
The men describe these feelings in detail. 

“Was it worth it?” Walker asks himself 
about his time as a medic, toward the end 
of the film. He says he is going to Japan to 
ask his family to come home. 

“Yeah. You have 1,200 people who are 
going back to their families and that’s just 
the people I treated,” he answers. “But I am 
starting to realize the price is too high.” 

“Trauma” is available on Amazon, 
Vimeo, iTunes and Tugg. Links can be 
found on the film’s website: https ://trauma. 
film/ 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 


^1 still wonder how I made it home, after what we did 
on a daily basis. Now I sit in a cubicle. ^ 

Mitch Wiese 

former Chief Warrant Officer 2 
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Dems' memo under White House review 



Susan Walsh/AP 

After President Donald Trump declassified this memo, the Republican-led House 
Intelligence Committee released it based on classified information that alleges the FBI 
abused U.S. surveillance powers in its investigation into Russian election interference. 

Officials worry GOP memo 
sets dangerous precedent 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A memo written 
by Democrats on the House Intelligence 
Committee as part of its investigation of 
Russian election interference was under 
review Tuesday at the White House, where 
President Donald Trump will decide 
whether to allow the public to read it. 

Trump last week declassified a docu¬ 
ment written by the committee’s Repub¬ 
lican m^ority that criticized methods the 
FBI used to obtain a surveillance warrant 
on a onetime Trump campaign associate. 
Trump said the GOP memo showed the 
FBI and Justice Department conspired 
against him in the Russia probe. 

The Democratic memo, intended as a 
counter to the GOP document, has deep¬ 
ened a partisan divide on the committee, 
which is supposed to be jointly investigat¬ 
ing Russian meddling and possible con¬ 
nections between Russia and Trump’s 
presidential campaign. 

Separate investigations are underway 
by special counsel Robert Mueller and the 
Senate Intelligence Committee. 

On Monday the House panel voted unan¬ 
imously to release the Democratic memo, 
sending it to the White House for a legal 
and national security review. 

“The White House has received a memo¬ 
randum from the minority members of the 
House Select Permanent Committee on In¬ 
telligence,” press secretary Sarah Hucka- 
bee Sanders said after the House panel’s 
vote. 

She said the Trump administration “will 
follow the same process and procedure” it 
did with the Republican document, mean¬ 
ing Trump has five days to decide whether 
to allow publication. 

Trump declared over the weekend that 
the GOP memo “totally vindicates” him. 
Both Republicans and Democrats disputed 
that, and Democrats also bemoaned the 
release of formerly classified information 
and the possibility the precedent could 
compromise future investigations. 

After the House committee vote Mon¬ 
day, Rep. Adam Schiff, of California, the 
panel’s top Democrat, said he believed the 
Democratic document would “help inform 
the public of the many distortions and in¬ 
accuracies in the m^ority memo.” But he 
also expressed concern about “political 
redactions” the White House might make 
before the document is released. 

Schiff said he would compare any de¬ 


letions the FBI and Justice Department 
might request with any White House edits 
to try to identify any attempts to withhold 
information for political purposes. 

Texas Republican Rep. Mike Conaway, 
a leader of the panel’s Russia probe, said 
after the vote that parts of the document 
should not be released. 

“There are things in the memo that I 
would be uncomfortable with if the White 
House did not redact,” he said. 

Tensions between Trump and the Demo¬ 
crats ran high before the vote, as the presi¬ 
dent and Schiff traded insults on Twitter 
on Monday morning — less than a week 
after Trump called for more bipartisan¬ 
ship in his State of the Union address. 

Trump tweeted that Schiff is “one of the 
biggest liars and leakers in Washington” 
and “must be stopped.” 

Schiff quickly shot back: “Instead of 
tweeting false smears, the American peo¬ 
ple would appreciate it if you turned off 
the TV and helped solve the funding crisis, 
protected Dreamers or ... really anything 
else.” 

As a second week of memo-watching 
commenced, the committee was also pre¬ 
pared to interview Steve Bannon, Trump’s 
former chief strategist, as part of the Rus¬ 
sia probe. But that meeting was put off, 
according to two people familiar with the 
committee’s schedule. They declined to be 
named because the schedule is private. 

It was unclear if the House would hold 
Bannon in contempt. He has been subpoe¬ 
naed and has now delayed answering the 
panel’s questions three times as the com¬ 
mittee negotiates with his lawyer and the 
White House over the terms of his interview. 
At issue is whether the White House will 
allow Bannon to answer questions about 
his time in the Trump administration. 

As the committee continues to negoti¬ 
ate Bannon’s interview. Democrats raised 
questions about whether the committee 
chairman. Republican Rep. Devin Nunes, 
of California, coordinated with the White 
House in drafting the GOP memo. 

Nunes was asked during a Jan. 29 com¬ 
mittee meeting whether he had coordi¬ 
nated the memo with the White House. 
“As far as I know, no,” he responded. He 
refused to answer when asked whether 
his congressional staff members had com¬ 
municated with the White House. He had 
previously apologized for sharing with the 
White House secret intelligence intercepts 
related to an investigation of Russian elec¬ 
tion interference before talking to commit¬ 
tee members. 


By Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Top intelligence and 
law enforcement officials warn that last 
week’s release of a congressional memo al¬ 
leging FBI surveillance abuse could have 
wide-ranging repercussions: Spy agencies 
could start sharing less information with 
Congress, weakening oversight. Lawmak¬ 
ers will try to declassify more intelligence 
for political gain. Confidential informants 
will worry about being outed on Capitol 
Hill. 

The GOP-produced memo released last 
week contends that when the FBI asked 
a secret court for a warrant to do surveil¬ 
lance on a former associate in then-can- 
didate Donald Trump’s campaign, the 
bureau relied too heavily on a dossier com¬ 
piled by an ex-British spy whose opposition 
research was funded by Democrats. 

This isn’t the first time intelligence has 
been politicized. Both Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans used the release of the so-called 
torture report in late 2015 outlining the 
CIA’s detention and interrogation program 
as political ammunition. In the 1960s, while 
intelligence agencies warned that the Viet¬ 


nam War was being lost, the White House 
was telling the public the opposite. During 
the George W. Bush administration, cher¬ 
ry-picked intelligence about Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction fueled momentum for 
the U.S. invasion of Iraq. 

Former CIA Director Mike Hayden wor¬ 
ries that the memo’s release will damage 
congressional oversight and the effective¬ 
ness of law enforcement. 

“We are chiseling away at processes 
and institutions on which we currently 
depend — and on which we will depend in 
the future,” said Hayden, who has worked 
for both Democratic and Republican 
administrations. 

FBI Director Christopher Wray and 
the second-ranking official at the Justice 
Department, Rod Rosenstein, had urged 
Trump to keep the memo classified and 
out of public view, but the president de¬ 
clined. Last week. Trump attacked both 
agencies through his Twitter account, 
saying their leadership and investigators 
had “politicized the sacred investigative 
process in favor of Democrats and against 
Republicans.” 

Wray has defended the bureau and its 
agents throughout the memo controversy. 


VA considers limiting eligibility for caregivers program 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Department 
of Veterans Affairs Secretary 
David Shulkin is considering new 
restrictions to a program that pro¬ 
vides monthly stipends and other 
assistance to family caregivers of 
post-9/11 veterans. 

Testifying before the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
on Tuesday, Shulkin said he 
wanted to limit eligibihty for the 
program to the most severely in¬ 
jured and ill veterans in order to 
expand benefits to veterans of all 
eras without inflating costs. 

As is, the Program of Com¬ 
prehensive Assistance for Fam¬ 
ily Caregivers provides monthly 
stipends, medical training and 
access to other services, such as 


mental health counseling, to fam¬ 
ily members of veterans injured 
after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
Some advocates have fought for 
years for an extension of care¬ 
giver benefits to veterans injured 
before 9/11, describing it as an un¬ 
fair disparity. 

Officials with President Donald 
Trump’s administration told Con¬ 
gress last month that the White 
House couldn’t support an exten¬ 
sion because of fiscal restraints, 
but Shulkin said Tuesday that new 
eligibility criteria would allow for 
an expansion without the cost. 

“We can do this in a cost-effec¬ 
tive way and focus on who needs 
the benefit the most,” he said. 
“This is about learning how we 
can do this better going forward.” 

Shulkin wants to restrict eligi¬ 


bihty to veterans who need help 
with at least three activities of 
daily living, such as eating, bath¬ 
ing and dressing. Veterans with 
cognitive dysfunction would re¬ 
main eligible, he said. 

With the changes, the 26,000 
caregivers already enrolled into 
the program could still receive the 
benefit with the old rules, Shulkin 
said. The new rules would apply 
to all new enrollees. 

If the program were expanded 
with the current eligibility rules, 
the VA would enroll 188,000 care¬ 
givers in the next 10 years, the 
agency estimated. With proposed 
restrictions, the number of care¬ 
givers receiving assistance would 
grow to only 40,000 in the next 
10 years. The agency predicted it 
would avoid about $2.5 billion in 


implementation costs. 

Legislation to expand the pro¬ 
gram has been stalled for months 
because of disagreements over 
costs. Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., 
chairman of the House commit¬ 
tee, said he thinks an expansion 
— done in coordination with eligi¬ 
bility restrictions — would hit the 
right balance to garner enough 
support to pass. 

But a group of Democrats in the 
House and Senate cited concerns 
about the VA altering regula¬ 
tions to restrict eligibility for the 
caregivers program. In a pair of 
letters submitted to the VA on 
Monday, 16 senators and repre¬ 
sentatives on the veterans’ affairs 
committees expressed worries 
the agency would make changes 
that would lead to an overall de¬ 


crease in the number of veterans 
being served. 

“I am concerned... that the 
VA may attempt to justify cuts 
or changes to the program at the 
expense of our most vulnerable 
veterans, rather than working 
to improve and expand the pro¬ 
gram,” Rep. Julia Brownley, D- 
Calif, said Tuesday. 

In part, their suspicions were 
caused by guidance from White 
House officials last month that 
suggested the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee eliminate a 
proposal from a broad VA reform 
bill that would expand caregiver 
benefits to veterans injured before 
9/11. The guidance cited fiscal 
restraints as the reason Trump’s 
administration couldn’t support 
an expansion. 
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Rachel Hilaire and Peg^ LaBossiere appear at Brockton District 
Court on Feb. 1 in Bridgewater, Mass. The sisters tied down and 
burned a 5-year-old girl in a voodoo ritual meant to rid her of a 
demon causing her to misbehave, police said. 


2 accused of burning 
girl, 5, in voodoo ritual 


Associated Press 

EAST BRIDGEWATER, Mass. 
— Two sisters tied down and 
burned a 5-year-old girl, perma¬ 
nently disfiguring her, in a voodoo 
ritual meant to rid her of a demon 
causing her to misbehave, police 
said. The women also threatened 
to cut off the head of the girl’s 8- 
year-old brother with a machete, 
authorities said. 

The boy said his sister was tied 
down on at least two occasions 
while the sisters blew fire over 
her face and cut her on the arm 
and in the collar area with a nee- 
dle-like object, drawing blood, 
according to police. The girl said 
the women also poured over her 
eyes a substance that stung. 

Peggy LaBossiere, 51, and Ra¬ 
chel Hilaire, 40, of East Bridge- 
water, denied injuring the girl 
and threatening the boy, the 
Brockton Enterprise reported. 
They pleaded not guilty on Jan. 
29 to mayhem, assault and other 
charges. 

Police said the girl’s mother is 
a hair stylist of Haitian descent 
who has LaBossiere as a client 
and requested the ritual. She has 
not been charged but is receiving 


mental health treatment. 

The sisters will be back in 
Brockton Superior Court on 
Wednesday for a hearing to de¬ 
termine whether they’re too dan¬ 
gerous to be released. 

The sisters told police that 
they have performed “cleansing 
baths” for family and friends in 
the past, something that involves 
chanting prayers, rubbing frank¬ 
incense and eucalyptus oils and 
sea salt on their bodies, and burn¬ 
ing myrrh, the newspaper re¬ 
ported. Children sometimes get 
burned as spirits leave the body, 
they said. 

The girl suffered a third-de¬ 
gree burn across her face that 
will leave her permanently disfig¬ 
ured, police said. She was treated 
at a hospital and taken into cus¬ 
tody by state welfare authorities, 
along with her brother, who de¬ 
scribed to police what happened 
at the sisters’ house over multiple 
days. 

Voodoo refers to religious prac¬ 
tices developed centuries ago by 
enslaved Africans in the Caribbe¬ 
an, primarily in Haiti, where the 
practices are sometimes spelled 
“vodou.” 


Officer testifies he stole 
money with slain detective 


By Justin Fenton 
The Baltimore Sun 

BALTIMORE — A convicted Baltimore police 
detective testified Monday in the Gun Trace Task 
Force trial that he used to steal money with Detec¬ 
tive Sean Suiter, the city homicide detective whose 
fatal shooting in November — one day before he was 
to have testified before a federal grand jury in the 
case — remains unsolved. 

The claim came on cross-examination of Detec¬ 
tive Momodu Gondo, who admitted stealing from 
people dating back to 2008. Defense attorney Chris¬ 
topher Nieto asked Gondo if he had told the FBI that 
he stole money when he worked with Suiter and a 
squad of several other people. 

“You’d take money, split it among yourselves?” 
Nieto asked. 

Gondo agreed. 

Gondo is one of six gun task force officers to plead 
guilty in the case, and the last of four to testify for 
the government in the federal racketeering trial of 
Detectives Daniel Hersl and Marcus Taylor. His 
testimony, based on “proffer sessions” with the FBI 
last year in which he outlined allegations across the 
department in hopes of getting a lower sentence, im¬ 
plicated a number of other officers and supervisors 
as well. 

The Police Department said Monday that the “al¬ 
legations and actions (are) disturbing, unacceptable 
and criminal,” and said Acting Commissioner Dar¬ 
ryl De Sousa has formed a corruption investigation 
unit that will be led by a lieutenant colonel and spe¬ 
cifically focus on the actions of the Gun Trace Task 
Force. The department has said previously that it 
had internal affairs investigations underway related 
to the case. 

“We are working diligently to investigate and hold 
those who tarnished the badge and violated public 
trust accountable for their actions,” police said in 
a statement. “The citizens deserve better and the 
hardworking honorable men and women of this 
agency deserve better.” 

Internal affairs investigations are kept under 
wraps in Maryland, which critics say helped at least 
some of the officers in the gun unit to avoid being 
held accountable for years as complaints stacked 
up. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Commissioner Dean Pal- 
mere, who for years worked in and supervised plain¬ 
clothes work, denied accusations that arose in court 
that he had coached officers on what to say after a 
fatal shooting in 2009. Palmere also disclosed that 
he is retiring, which he said he informed De Sousa 
of about two weeks ago. 

Monday’s allegations revived the questions about 
the dormant investigation into Suiter’s death. The 
detective was investigating a triple homicide in No¬ 


vember when he was shot in the head with his own 
gun in a vacant lot in West Baltimore, police have 
said. His death was ruled a homicide by the medical 
examiner’s office, and remains unsolved despite a 
$215,000 reward. Colleagues have said Suiter was 
an honest and beloved cop. 

Suiter was shot one day before he was to have tes¬ 
tified before a federal grand jury that was continu¬ 
ing to investigate claims involving the Gun Trace 
Task Force. Police have said that they do not believe 
there is a connection between Suiter’s killing and 
his scheduled testimony, and the FBI declined a 
request by the former police commissioner to take 
over the investigation. 

The Baltimore Sun has reported that there was 
internal tension with some investigators believing 
Suiter’s death could be a suicide or an accident. 

Sgt. Wayne Jenkins, the supervisor of the gun 
unit, was later hit with additional charges that he 
and Suiter had been involved in a 2010 incident in 
which drugs were planted on a man who fled and got 
into a serious crash. The indictment said Suiter did 
not know that the drugs had been planted, but had 
been the one who found them. 

Umar Burley, who served years in federal prison 
after pleading guilty in the case, said after his con¬ 
viction was overturned in December that the offi¬ 
cers were masked and pointed guns at him, and that 
he thought he was being robbed. His attorneys say 
he made the accusation at the time he was charged. 

Sherman “Pops” Basil, 82, Suiter’s uncle who 
helped raise him in Washington, dismissed the al¬ 
legations against his nephew. 

“Sean has never done anything wrong in his life,” 
said Basil, noting that Suiter joined the Army right 
out of high school, served two tours, and then joined 
the police force. “People will say anything, so I don’t 
pay no attention to what they say.” 

Gondo was the final cooperating officer charged 
in the case to take the stand in the trial. It was Gon- 
do’s relationship with a Northeast Baltimore drug 
crew that first led investigators to the corrupt po¬ 
lice unit. Gondo was picked up on a wiretap during 
a Drug Enforcement Administration investigation, 
which in 2015 was referred to the FBI to begin in¬ 
vestigating the role of the officer. That expanded 
into an investigation into the Gun Trace Task Force, 
with a recording device being placed in one of their 
vehicles. 

Gondo, who pleaded guilty in the drug case and 
the police corruption case, faces a maximum sen¬ 
tence of 60 years in prison. 

Gondo said he started stealing around 2008, when 
he began working in specialized units. In addition 
to Suiter, Gondo named several other officers with 
whom he said he stole money. 


$560M Powerball winner seeks to remain anonymous 


She wishes to continue this work and the freedom 
to walk into a grocery store ... without being known or 
targeted as the winner of a half-billion dollars. ^ 

Steven Gordon 

Lottery winner’s attorney 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

The winning numbers triple- 
checked and the lottery ticket 
signed, the New Hampshire 
woman knew her life was about to 
change in a very positive way — 
except for one petrifying thing. 

As the winner of last month’s 
$560 million Powerball, she would 
soon be the world’s newest owner 
of a nine-digit bank account. 

But because of lottery rules, 
everyone in the world would 
know about it — neighbors, old 
high school friends, con artists, 
criminals. 

Now the woman is asking a 


judge to let her keep the cash — 
and remain anonymous. In court 
documents obtained by New- 
Hampshire.com, she is fittingly 
identified only as Jane Doe. 

“She is a longtime resident of 
New Hampshire and is an en¬ 
gaged community member,” the 
woman’s attorney, Steven Gordon, 


wrote in the court documents. 
“She wishes to continue this work 
and the freedom to walk into a 
grocery store or attend public 
events without being known or 
targeted as the winner of a half¬ 
billion dollars.” 

On one side of the case are lot¬ 
tery officials who say the integ¬ 


rity of the games depends on the 
public identification of its winners 
as a protection against fraud and 
malfeasance. A local woman hold¬ 
ing up a giant check while camer¬ 
as flash and reporters scrawl also 
happens to be a powerful market¬ 
ing tool. 

On the other side is a woman 
suddenly faced with a life-chang¬ 
ing stroke of luck who, court docu¬ 
ments say, wishes to live “far from 
the glare and misfortune that has 
often fallen upon other lottery 
winners.” 

The law doesn’t appear to be on 
her side. 

New Hampshire lottery rules 


require the winner’s name, town 
and amount won be available for 
public information, in accordance 
with open-records laws. The state 
allows people to form an anony¬ 
mous trust, NewHampshire.com 
reported, but it’s a moot point 
for the woman — she’d already 
signed her name and altering the 
signature would nullify the ticket. 

In a statement. New Hampshire 
lottery Executive Director Char¬ 
lie McIntyre said the commission 
consulted with the state’s attorney 
general’s office and that the Pow¬ 
erball winner must abide by the 
disclosure laws “like any other.” 
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$300M to protect religious rights of health workers 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s new effort to protect the rights of 
health workers who object to participating 
in abortions and other procedures will cost 
the health care system more than $300 
million to set up, according to a govern¬ 
ment estimate. 

More than 40 complaints have been filed 
since Trump’s election, alleging violations 
of conscience and religious rights. An es¬ 
timated 18 million people work in the na¬ 
tion’s health care system. 

“This is looking for a problem,” said crit¬ 
ic Susan Berke Fogel, a lawyer who directs 
reproductive health work for the nonprofit 
National Health Law Program. 

But enforcement of federal laws that 
are supposed to protect religious and con¬ 
science rights has long been a priority for 
social conservatives, a steadfast constitu¬ 
ency for Trump represented in the White 
House by Vice President Mike Pence. 

“For too long, conscience and religious 
freedom were treated as second-class 
rights,” Roger Severino, director of the 


Health and Human Services civil rights of¬ 
fice, said in an interview. “They’re getting 
the proper focus they deserve.” 

A new division of Severino’s office will 
focus on cases where clinicians object to 
participating in abortion, euthanasia and 
other procedures because it would violate 
their conscience or religious beliefs. 

Hospitals, nursing homes, state health 
programs, pharmacies and other service 
providers would face costs of $311 million 
in the first year to meet new requirements 
such as posting employee notices, draft¬ 
ing policies and maintaining documenta¬ 
tion, according to a government estimate. 
Costs would average $125 million a year 
thereafter. 

The government’s own cost is estimated 
at $900,000 a year. 

Severino said the industry requirements 
are “standard civil rights stuff” similar to 
other anti-discrimination laws. 

“We’re trying to make the burden as 
light as possible,” said Severino, a law¬ 
yer who’s worked for conservative groups 
as well as the Justice Department’s civil 
rights office. 

But LGBT and women’s groups fear the 


administration will provide cover for clini¬ 
cians to use religion as a pretext for deny¬ 
ing needed care to some patients. 

Before Trump was elected, the number 
of conscience and religion complaints filed 
with the office averaged about one per 
year. 

The Family Research Council, National 
Right to Life and other social conserva¬ 
tive groups have pushed hard for govern¬ 
ment-wide enforcement of conscience 
protections. 

Critics question whether it’s necessary. 

“The reality is that health care delivery 
facilities generally work these things out,” 
said Fogel, the National Health Law Pro¬ 
gram lawyer. “This is in many ways a dog 
whistle to encourage people to complain as 
opposed to resolving any issues they might 
have.” 

Operating room nurse Cathy DeCarlo 
said things didn’t get worked out at her 
New York City hospital after she objected 
to participating in a late-term abortion 
in 2009. DeCarlo said her employer was 
aware of her religious scruples but none¬ 
theless she was forced to take part. 

She said it took several years for the 


federal Health Department to investigate 
her complaint. It was ultimately upheld, 
and her employer had to change its poli¬ 
cies. But DeCarlo said the long wait was 
harrowing. Co-workers who supported 
her were scared to come forward because 
nothing seemed to be happening. 

The health care industry is reacting 
cautiously. 

Representing Catholic hospitals and 
nursing homes, the Catholic Health Asso¬ 
ciation released a statement reaffirming 
its opposition to abortion and euthanasia, 
while adding “there is no one who is not 
welcome for the care that we do provide in 
our hospitals.” 

At the Health Department, Severino said 
his agency will address all complaints. “If 
somebody identifies as LGBT that doesn’t 
mean that they are somehow put in a box 
where their complaints are excluded.” 

He added: “The founders of our na¬ 
tion knew that a nation that respects con¬ 
science rights is more diverse and more 
free, and the HHS Office for Civil Rights 
is helping make that vision a reality for all 
Americans.” 


Bipartisan immigration bill 
knocked down by Trump 


Jennifer Sinco Kelleher/AP 

Jeffrey Wong, the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency’s 
operations officer, shows computer screens monitoring hazards at 
the agency’s headquarters in Honolulu last July. Some online news 
organizations used the AP photo in their coverage of the Jan. 13 
false missile alert in Hawaii, leading some peopie to beiieve Wong 
was the person who sent the false alert. 


Photo leads 
to threats 
to worker 
in Hawaii 

By Jennifer Sinco Kelleher 
Associated Press 

HONOLULU — When an er¬ 
roneous alert was sent out last 
month telling people in Hawaii 
that there was an incoming bal¬ 
listic missile, Jeffrey Wong was 
an island away from the state’s 
emergency management agency 
office where he works as an op¬ 
erations officer. 

Wong helped gather hundreds 
of panicked guests at his hotel on 
the island of Kauai to seek shelter 
in a restaurant until he confirmed 
the alert was a mistake. 

Then an Associated Press 
photograph circulated picturing 
Wong months earlier at the agen¬ 
cy’s Honolulu operations center 
on Oahu island — and people 
mistakenly thought Wong was 
the “button-pusher” who sent out 
the alert, wrongly accusing him 
in online comments of causing 
widespread panic and confusion. 

Wong told The Associated Press 
last week he quickly learned how 
cruel the internet can be: “A lot of 
anger, a lot of ignorance came out 
as a result of that.” 

He added: “It’s very hurtful 
to be wrongly accused, wrongly 
marked as an individual that’s 
responsible for actions that af¬ 
fected, in a negative way, a lot of 
people within the state of Hawaii 
and possibly around the world.” 

Wong said he wanted to set 
the record straight so the pub¬ 
lic knows he didn’t send out the 
alert. The employee who did has 
been fired. That man, who spoke 
to reporters separately on the 
condition that his name not be 


revealed, said he was devastated 
for causing panic but believed at 
it was a real attack at the time. 

Wong, who oversees day-to-day 
operations at the agency, said he 
neither hired the other man nor 
did the man report directly to 
him. He said the former employ¬ 
ee’s supervisor does report to 
him. 

The AP took the photo in July 
2017 to accompany a story about 
Hawaii preparing for a North 
Korean missile threat. The news 
agency did not resend it after the 
false missile alert, but people 
found it online and recirculated it 
on social media. 

Some of their comments called 
for Wong to be shot and water- 
boarded and there were also ra¬ 
cially derogatory comments with 
some people questioning his loy¬ 
alty to Hawaii and the US., he 
said. 

The photo also included a yel¬ 
low sticky note in the background 
that appeared to have a password 
on it, which people circulating the 


photo after the false alert pointed 
out as a reason to criticize the 
emergency management agency 
— prompting even more online 
rage. 

Fearing for his safety, Wong 
took screen-shots and print-outs 
to Honolulu police and filed a 
police report four days after the 
Jan. 13 false alert. Authorities are 
conducting a first-degree terror¬ 
istic threatening and harassment 
investigation, said police spokes¬ 
woman Michelle Yu. 

While Wong has been over¬ 
whelmed by the criticism he has 
endured, guests at the hotel where 
he was attending a civil air patrol 
conference praised his efforts to 
keep them safe. 

“We appreciate your actions 
greatly and are grateful that you 
happened to be there and showed 
yourself to be strong, calm and 
positive,” Marc Tiar, who was va¬ 
cationing with his family, wrote 
in an email to Wong after return¬ 
ing home to Nevada. 


By Alan Fram 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—A bipartisan 
immigration proposal surfaced 
Monday in the Senate, only to be 
quickly knocked down by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump via Twitter. 
Firing back, one senator pushing 
the narrowly focused compromise 
said Trump’s “unconstructive 
engagement” has hurt congres¬ 
sional efforts to strike a broader 
deal. 

Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., 
said their legislation would pro¬ 
vide a pathway to legal status — 
potentially including citizenship 
— for immigrants who entered 
the US. illegally as children, 
known as “Dreamers.” It would 
also require the government to 
strengthen border security by 
2020, but stops short of specifi¬ 
cally providing the $25 billion 
Trump wants for a US.-Mexico 
border wall. 

“Any deal on DACA that does 
not include STRONG border se¬ 
curity and the desperately need¬ 
ed WALL is a total waste of time. 
March 5th is rapidly approach¬ 
ing and the Dems seem not to 
care about DACA. Make a deal!” 
Trump tweeted. 

The “Dreamers” have been 
protected by the Deferred Ac¬ 
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
program, or DACA, created by 
former President Barack Obama. 
Trump has said he’s terminating 
the program but given Congress 
until March 5 to renew it, though 
a federal judge’s temporary order 
preserving DACA has left that 
deadline’s impact murky. 

Trump has proposed offering a 
route to citizenship for up to 1.8 
million young immigrants. He 
would also reduce the types of 
relatives legal immigrants can 


sponsor for citizenship — includ¬ 
ing excluding their parents, a 
sticking point — and eliminate 
a lottery that provides visas to 
people from diverse places such 
as Africa. 

In a conference call with report¬ 
ers, Coons said tackling a wider 
bill has “gotten more politically 
comphcated” because of Trump’s 
“unconstructive engagement on 
immigration.” Coons said he was 
referring to Trump’s use of a vul¬ 
garity last month to described Af¬ 
rican nations. 

Coons said Trump’s push to 
limit legal immigrants’ relatives 
is the “most divisive and diffi¬ 
cult” of his proposals. 

Coons said he believed his 
plan with McCain would pro¬ 
tect around 1.8 million to 2 mil¬ 
lion young immigrants. It would 
create a road to legal status for 
“Dreamers” who arrived in the 
US. by the end of 2013 and meet 
other criteria, including no con¬ 
victions for serious crimes. Once 
they’ve become lawful perma¬ 
nent residents, they could follow 
existing procedures to apply for 
citizenship. 

In a further blow, the proposed 
compromise received a cool re¬ 
action from moderate senators. 
Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., said 
it lacked sufficient border secu¬ 
rity provisions while Sen. Susan 
Collins, R-Maine, cited Trump’s 
opposition and said it wasn’t “a 
viable vehicle.” 

The plan was unveiled days 
before the Senate plans to begin 
debating immigration legislation, 
a battle that faces an uncertain 
outcome in a politically polarized 
climate. 

It remains unclear what mea¬ 
sure Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., will use 
to commence debate and what 
amendments will be offered. 
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Pa. permitted to redraw GOP-favored district map 


My team is ready, willing and able to work 
with the General Assembly and ensure a 
new map is fair and within the clear orders 
given by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, f 

Tom Wolf 

Pennsylvania governor 


By Mark Scolforo 
AND Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The 
US. Supreme Court on Monday 
let a court-ordered redrawing of 
congressional districts in Penn¬ 
sylvania proceed, raising Demo¬ 
cratic hopes that a revamped 
map might yield them several 
more seats this fall. 

Justice Samuel Ahto, who 
handles emergency appeals from 
Pennsylvania, rejected the request 
from GOP legislative leaders and 
voters to put on hold an order from 
the state Supreme Court intended 
to produce new congressional dis¬ 
tricts in the coming two weeks. 

The Pennsylvania high court 
ruled last month that the current 
map of 18 districts violates the 
state constitution because it un¬ 
fairly benefits Republicans. 


The decision comes just four 
days before the Republican-con- 
trolled Legislature’s deadhne for 
submitting a replacement map for 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf to con¬ 
sider. So far, there has been a no¬ 
table lack of bipartisan movement 
on getting such a deal. 

Pennsylvania’s congressional 
delegation has been 13-5 in favor 
of Republicans during the three 
election cycles since the GOP- 
drawn 2011 map took effect, and 


experts have said those 13 seats 
are several more than would have 
been produced by a nonparti¬ 
san map. Democrats have about 
800,000 more registered voters 
than Republicans and hold all 
three elected statewide row of¬ 
fices, but Republicans enjoy solid 
majorities in both chambers of the 
Legislature. 

Under the process laid out two 
weeks ago by four of the seven 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court 


justices, all Democrats, the Leg¬ 
islature has until Friday to ap¬ 
prove a new map, after which 
Wolf will have until Feb. 15 to 
decide whether to endorse it and 
submit it to the justices. 

Senate Repubhcan Leader 
Jake Corman said Monday he’s 
had “zero” discussions with Wolf 
and legislative leaders about new 
district boundaries and could 
not guarantee he will meet the 
deadhne. 

The state Supreme Court said it 
expects new districts to be in place 
by Feb. 19, and the new map is ex¬ 
pected to be in play for the May 15 
congressional primaries. 

The two leaders who had gone 
to Alito in an effort to derail the re¬ 
districting process. Senate Presi¬ 
dent Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati 
and House Speaker Mike Turzai, 
said in a statement they will do 
their best to negotiate a new map 


“but may be compelled to pursue 
further legal action in federal 
court.” 

Wolf’s statement after the de¬ 
cision called gerrymandering 
wrong and said a replacement 
map should correct errors of the 
past. “My team is ready, willing 
and able to work with the General 
Assembly to ensure a new map is 
fair and within the clear orders 
given by the Pennsylvania Su¬ 
preme Court,” Wolf said. 

A redrawn Pennsylvania con¬ 
gressional district map could af¬ 
fect control of the US. House, and 
at last count, more than 60 people 
in the state have said they plan to 
run for Congress. Democrats need 
at least two dozen pickups nation¬ 
ally in November’s election to re¬ 
take control of the US. House, and 
a Pennsylvania map that is less 
favorable to Republicans could 
provide some of those. 


NY court considers Cold War 
tactic on Muslim surveillance 


By Chris Carola 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — New York’s 
highest court was to consider on 
Tuesday whether the New York 
Police Department can use a 
Cold War-era legal tactic to con¬ 
ceal information about whether it 
put Muslims under surveillance. 

The Court of Appeals heard 
arguments in the cases of two 
Muslims who say the N YPD over¬ 
stepped its reach by responding 
to a 2012 public records request 
related to the surveillance by say¬ 
ing it could “neither confirm nor 
deny” the records even existed. 

The lawsuits over that so- 
called “Glomar” response were 
prompted by a series of Pulitzer 
Prize-winning stories by The 
Associated Press that detailed 
how the NYPD searched for pos¬ 
sible terrorists after 9/11, in part 
by infiltrating Muslim student 
groups and putting informants in 
mosques. 

The cases of former Rutgers 
University student Samir Hash- 
mi and Manhattan imam Talib 
Abdur-Rashid were initially 
heard separately, with two lower 
court judges issuing conflicting 
rulings. 

In Hashmi’s case, a court de¬ 
nied a motion to dismiss the law¬ 
suit. In Abdur-Rashid’s case, the 
court ruled the Glomar doctrine 
was allowable in response to state 
Freedom of Information Law 
requests. 

The cases have since been com¬ 
bined, with Manhattan attorney 
Omar Mohammedi representing 
the two men. 

“It would be a detriment to all 
New Yorkers if the decision goes 
the NYPD’s way,” Mohammedi 
told The Associated Press. “We 
might as well not have FOIL.” 

New York City’s Law Depart¬ 
ment did not immediately return 
messages seeking comment. 

Last year, spokesman Nick 
Paolucci told the AP after the 
Abdur-Rashid ruling that “the 
NYPD is not required to reveal 


the targets of counterterrorism 
surveillance.” 

The Glomar doctrine is named 
for the Hughes Glomar Explorer, 
a massive salvage ship built by the 
eccentric industrialist who died 
in 1976. Two years earlier, the 
CIA had used the ship to retrieve 
a portion of a Soviet submarine 
that had sunk in the Pacific Ocean 
in 1968, killing everyone aboard. 

The Glomar 
featured 
technology 
designed to 
lift the sub 
more than 3 
miles to the 
surface, but 
most of the 
sub broke 
apart and fell 
back to the 
ocean floor. 

When a 
journahst 
sought infor¬ 
mation on 
the Hughes- 
built ship in 
1976, a fed¬ 
eral court is¬ 
sued a ruling 
that allowed 


It would 
be a 

detriment 
to all New 
Yorkers 
if the 
decision 
goes the 
NYPD’s 
way. We 
might 
as well 
not have 
[Freedom 
of 

Information the cia to 
Lawl ^ “neither 

confirm nor 
Omar deny”wheth- 

Mohammedi er records 
Manhattan existed on 
attorney the mission. 
The Glomar 
doctrine has 
since been used by agencies if 
information falls within certain 
exemptions. 

But Mohammedi said the NYPD 
is overstepping its reach in apply¬ 
ing the tactic to cases involving 
the state’s Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Law. 

“The Glomar doctrine was ini¬ 
tiated based on national defense,” 
he said. “This issue should be de¬ 
cided by legislators, not decided 
by the NYPD just because they 
want to do this.” 









Ted Decker, The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch/AP 

This billboard in Columbus, Ohio, is one of two paid for by funeral home director Marian J. Gary. 


Funeral home billboard targeting 
Ohio homicides stirs community 


By Theodore Decker 
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The bUl- 
board is blunt by design. 

“Black Lives SHOULD Matter, 
Especially to BLACK PEOPLE. 
STOP THE VIOLENCE. We don’t 
want your business That bad.” 

The bearer of this message is 
Marian J. Gary, and his business 
is funerals. 

Columbus is coming off a year 
of horrendous homicidal violence. 
There were 143 killings in 2017, a 
total unhke anything the city had 
seen in decades. The old record of 
139 homicides occurred in 1991. 

That was the year Gary came 
to Columbus. He was in his early 
20s, and the surging homicide rate 
was not something a young man in 
a new town thought much about. 
“I just wasn’t community-minded, 
even to have an opinion,” he said. 

Now, at 48, he is a father of two, 
a community-minded business¬ 
man and, as the billboard makes 
clear, a holder of opinions. 

This latest advertisement for 
Marian J. Gary Funeral Home 


went up about two weeks ago on 
two billboards. 

Gary has advertised on bill¬ 
boards for years, and occasionally 
he alters the messages to reflect 
holidays or celebrate Black Histo¬ 
ry Month. The start of a new year, 
coming hard on the heels of such a 
violent one, seemed to him a good 
time to make a point. 

In 2017, 111 of the city’s homi¬ 
cide victims were black, and all 
but 10 of them were males. The 
median age was 29. Fewer than 
half of the killings have been 
solved, but Gary intuits that most 
of these young black male victims 
were killed by other young black 
men. He’s handled the arrange¬ 
ments for more homicide victims 
than he can count, and he knows 
this as surely as the police do. 

So far, the response to his mes¬ 
sage has been positive. He said he 
doesn’t know if he’ll receive any 
pushback for co-opting the lan¬ 
guage of the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

These issues matter to Gary, 
who is black and has a son about 
to turn 18 years old. In 2015, Gary 
irked the Columbus Division of 


Police with billboards that direct¬ 
ly addressed the BLM movement 
by offering advice to young black 
men (cooperate, don’t commit 
crimes, don’t run) and to officers 
(“You can stop me without killing 
me” and “I deserve a day in court, 
not in a casket”). 

The police division released a 
statement in response that it was 
“disappointed” by the message, 
given officers’ community-pohc- 
ing efforts. 

“I’m all in support of the Black 
Lives Matter movement,” Gary 
said on Jan. 26. “At the same time, 
I realize that it has to matter to us 
before it matters to anybody else. 

“The bottom line is that I don’t 
bury a whole lot of people who 
were killed by pohce,” he said. 
“Right now. I’m burying a lot of 
black people who are killed at the 
hands of black people.” 

Pictured beside Gary on the 
latest billboards is Fralisia Jeffer¬ 
son, one of his funeral directors. 
Jefferson, 25, lost her godbrother, 
DeShawn L. Marable, 27, to gun 
violence last year. He was shot to 
death on the South Side in August, 
and his killing remains unsolved. 
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German 
coalition 
talks in 
final day 

By Geir Moulson 

Associated Press 

BERLIN—Talks on a new Ger¬ 
man coalition government entered 
what participants expect will be 
their final day, with negotiators 
hopeful a deal can be reached 
Tuesday that would bring an end 
to the country’s pohtical limbo 
closer. 

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
conservative Union bloc and the 
center-left Social Democrats orig¬ 
inally hoped to finish the job on 
Sunday but had budgeted for two 
extra days as a precaution when 
they started formal negotiations 
on Jan. 26. 

If a deal emerges, it still won’t 
be the end of Germany’s unprec¬ 
edentedly long effort to form a 
new government after an election 
in September. 

Any agreement will have to be 
put to a ballot of the Social Demo¬ 
crats’ membership for approval, 
and many in the party are skep¬ 
tical about extending a four-year 
partnership with the conserva¬ 
tives after a disastrous election 
result. On the conservative side, 
Merkel needs only the approval of 
a party congress. 

“Every one of us will have to 
make painful compromises. I am 
ready to do that if we can ensure 
that the benefits ultimately out¬ 
weigh the disadvantages,” Merkel 
told reporters as she arrived for 
the talks at the headquarters of 
her Christian Democratic Union. 

“We must not lose sight of the 
main thing,” she added. “If we 
look at the turbulent developments 
of the last few hours on stock ex¬ 
changes, we are living in turbu¬ 
lent times, and what is expected 
of us as mqjor parties ... is that we 
form a government for the good of 
the people, a government that of¬ 
fers reliability.” 

Social Democrat leader Martin 
Schulz said: “I have good reason to 
beheve that we will finish today, I 
hope in a positive spirit and with a 
good result for our country.” 

Two points that are important to 
the Social Democrats remain to be 
worked out: their calls to curb the 
use of temporary work contracts 
and narrow differences between 
Germany’s public and private 
health insurance systems. 

Failure to reach an agreement 
or a deal’s rejection by Social 
Democrat members would leave 
a minority government under 
Merkel or a new election as the 
only viable options. 

Merkel’s attempt to put togeth¬ 
er a government with two smaller 
parties collapsed in November. 
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A humerus, or aim bone, and a drawing of a Cretaceous-period dinosaur are displayed Saturday in 
a lab at Mansoura University in Mansoura, Egypt. 


Rare dinosaur discovery in Egypt 


By Maggie Hyde 
Associated Press 

MANSOURA, Egypt — A skeleton has been 
unearthed in Egypt’s Western Desert, the an¬ 
cient sands of which have long helped preserve 
remains. But unhke most finds, this one isn’t a 
mummy — it’s a dinosaur. 

Researchers from Mansoura University in the 
country’s Nile Delta discovered the new species of 
long-necked herbivore, which is about the size of 
a city bus, and it could be just the tip of the sand 
dune for other desert dinosaur discoveries. 

“As in any ecosystem, if we went to the jungle 
we’ll find a lion and a giraffe. So we found the 
giraffe, where’s the lion?” said Hesham Sallam, 
leader of the excavation team and head of the uni¬ 
versity’s Center for Vertebrate Paleontology. 

Sallam, along with four Egyptian and five 
American researchers, authored an article pub¬ 
lished Jan. 29 in the magazine Nature Ecology 
and Evolution announcing the discovery. 

Experts say the find is a landmark one that 
could shed light on a particularly obscure period 
of history for the African continent, roughly the 
30 milhon years before dinosaurs went extinct, 
between 70 million and 80 million years ago. 

Named “Mansourasaurus Shahinae” after the 
team’s university and for one of the paleontology 
department’s founders, the find is the only dino¬ 
saur from that period to have been discovered 
in Africa, and it may even be an undiscovered 
genus. 

In the article, the authors say the team’s find¬ 
ings “counter hypotheses that dinosaur faunas of 
the African mainland were completely isolated” 
during the late Mesozoic period. That is, previous 
theories were that Africa’s dinosaurs during that 
time existed as if on an island and developed inde¬ 
pendently from their northern cousins. 

But Mansourasaurus’ fossilized skeletal re¬ 
mains suggest an anatomy not very different from 
those discovered in Europe from the same period, 
an indication that a land connection between Af¬ 
rica and its northern neighbor may have existed. 

While Egypt has a long history of archaeology, 
paleontology has not enjoyed the same popularity 
— or had the same success. 

In 1911, the German paleontologist Ernst 
Stromer led an exhibition to the oasis of Bahriya, 
also in Egypt’s Western Desert. There, he discov¬ 
ered four species of dinosaurs, including a preda¬ 
tory type known as the Spinosaurus, all from the 
Cretaceous period. But all of his findings were 
later lost in Allied bombing of the Munich Muse- 



Paleontologist Mai el-Amir, wbo was involved in 
tbe excavation of tbe dinosaur, works on a bone 
at tbe lab. 


um during World War II. 

Sallam said researchers don’t know how Man¬ 
sourasaurus lived and died, except for the fact 
that it was a plant eater. There’s no indication 
whether it lived alone or in a herd. The bones do 
bear resemblance to another dinosaur discovery 
in Egypt, that of the Paralititan Stromeri, exca¬ 
vated by an American team from the University 
of Pennsylvania, whose findings were published 
in 2001 — but only in so much as both were long¬ 
necked herbivores grazers. 

The Paralititan Stromeri is believed to have 
been among the largest known animals, over 33 
yards long and weighing in at 75 tons. 

The Mansourasaurus’ smaller size is more 
typical of the Mesozoic era, when dinosaurs’ time 
was running out, geologically speaking, accord¬ 
ing to Sallam. With a long neck and tail, his torso 
would’ve been similar to that of an African el¬ 
ephant and measuring tip-to-tale over 33 feet and 
weighing several tons. 


Palestinian 
government 
facing suit 

By Mohammed Daraghmeh 
Associated Press 

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
— A former Palestinian intelli¬ 
gence chief and the head of the 
West Bank bar association are 
suing the Palestinian self-rule 
government after a purported 
whistleblower alleged the two 
were targeted, along with many 
other allies and rivals of Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Abbas, in a large- 
scale, CIA-backed wiretapping 
operation. 

Allegations of continued intel¬ 
ligence-sharing with the United 
States could prove embarrassing 
for Abbas, who has been on a po¬ 
litical collision course with Wash¬ 
ington since President Donald 
Trump’s recognition in Decem¬ 
ber of the contested city of Jeru¬ 
salem as Israel’s capital. 

The claims are contained in a 
37-page anonymous document 
that was been shared widely 
among Palestinians, mostly on 
WhatsApp. The document al¬ 
leges that three of the Palestin¬ 
ian security services set up a 
joint electronic surveillance unit 
in mid-2014 and monitored the 
phone calls of thousands of Pal¬ 
estinians, from senior figures in 
militant groups to judges, law¬ 
yers, civic leaders and political 
allies of Abbas. 

The author describes himself 
as a former member of the sur¬ 
veillance unit who quit “this dirty 
job” several months ago because 
of his growing opposition to Pal¬ 
estinian government practices, 
including intelligence-sharing 
with the United States. He wrote 
that Trump’s policy shift on Jeru¬ 
salem provided another impetus 
to go public. 


Polish president 
inks Holocaust bill 

WARSAW, Poland — Poland’s 
president on Tuesday signed 
legislation that outlaws blam¬ 
ing Poland as a nation for Holo¬ 
caust crimes committed by Nazi 
Germany, defying both criticism 
from Israel and a warning from 
the US. 

But in a move that appeared de¬ 
signed to soften the impact of his 
decision, President Andrzej Duda 
said he would also ask Poland’s 
constitutional court to evaluate 
the bill — leaving open the pos¬ 
sibility it would be amended. 

As currently written, the legis¬ 
lation calls for prison terms of up 
to three years for falsely attribut¬ 
ing the crimes of Nazi Germany 
to Poland. 

Poland’s authorities have de¬ 
scribed it as an attempt to protect 
the country’s reputation from 
what it believes is confusion about 
who bears responsibility for Aus¬ 
chwitz and other death camps 
Nazi Germany set up in occupied 
Poland. 

Associated Press 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of children born to a Michigan couple who now are expecting another child in April. Jay and 

Kateri Schwandt said that adding another child to their large family won’t be too big of a logistical change 
or financial burden, WOOD-TV reported. Kateri Schwandt said she’s used to large families, being one of 14 
children herself. As with their last few children, the couple has decided against learning the baby’s sex before 
the birth. “I would love to have a girl, but I just don’t think it’s in the cards," Jay Schwandt said. This will likely 
be their last child, he added. But Kateri Schwandt said the couple also thought their 13th baby would be their last. The couple 
said it’s hard to imagine their home without a baby in it. 







Andy Nelson, The (Eugene, Ore.) Register-Guard/AP 


Baby’s big bubble 

Tasia Pachito-IVliller peers up at a big bubble produced by Corey O’Neill at Skinner Butte Park along the 
Willamette River in Eugene, Ore., on Monday. Pachito-Miller was enjoying Monday’s unseasonably warm 
weather with her mother, Tawshma Pachito. 



Scared carriage horse 
takes off, then crashes 

ly Y YORK — Police 

¥ said a New York City 
carriage horse took off running 
after being scared by a scream¬ 
ing pedestrian with an umbrella, 
leaving three passengers injured 
and damaging some vehicles. 

Officials said the horse was 
near Central Park on Sunday af¬ 
ternoon when it was scared by the 
pedestrian, who was rapidly open¬ 
ing and closing an umbrella while 
screaming. The horse ran down 
Sixth Avenue, hitting two cars be¬ 
fore the carriage driver was able 
to calm the animal down. 

Police said three women who 
were passengers on the carriage 
were taken to Weill Cornell Medi¬ 
cal Center with minor injuries. 

Officer charged with 
stealing pain pills 

||i| W\ HAGERSTOWN — A 
I w I police sergeant in 
Maryland has been charged with 
stealing prescription opioids from 
a paralyzed woman after she and 
a friend caught him on video. 

The Herald-Mail reported that 
the paralyzed woman noticed 
her pain pills missing after Sgt. 
Christopher Barnett questioned 
her about an unrelated case. 

Documents say Barnett re¬ 
turned to her bedside minutes 
later after she called Hagerstown 
police and asked for the name of 
the officer who stole her medi¬ 
cine. She told him she couldn’t af¬ 
ford more pills. He asked what he 
could do “to make this right” and 
said he’d be back in 15 minutes. 

That’s when Barnett’s friend 
set up a camera to secretly re¬ 
cord the sergeant’s third visit. 
The video allegedly shows him 
putting four replacement oxyco¬ 
done pills of a different strength 
into her hand. The woman also 
said he gave her $35. 

Arena turning an old 
plane into a restaurant 

CLEVELAND — A 
convention center in 
Cleveland says it’s turning a Cold 
War-era aircraft into a stationary 
restaurant in a bid to attract more 
visitors with a distinctive dining 
experience. 

The Plain Dealer reported the 
Boeing KC-97G Stratofreighter 
used for midflight refueling had 
been mothballed in Arizona for 
several decades before the In¬ 
ternational Exposition Center 
bought it last year and relocated 
it near the exhibition hall. The I-X 
Center hopes to renovate the in¬ 
terior of the air tanker into a 50- 
seat restaurant by 2020. 

The industrial artist leading 
that task, Mike Ensminger of 
Elyria said he would like to leave 
the aircraft as historically accu¬ 
rate as possible. 

Body found in murder 
suspect’s pickup truck 

PALMDALE — Los 
Angeles County sher¬ 
iff’s officials said a body has been 
found inside a pickup truck that 
belonged to a man suspected of 
killing a family of three in their 


Palmdale-area home. 

Investigators could not imme¬ 
diately confirm the identity of 
the deceased person discovered 
Sunday. They have been search¬ 
ing for the pickup’s owner, James 
“Todd” Brown, 54, for weeks. 

Detectives said Brown did odd 
jobs for the slain family and had 
lived in a trailer on their property 
for two years. 

Authorities said he got into an 
argument that escalated until 
he beat, stabbed and suffocated 
Richard Gardner, 78, Pepper 


Gardner, 56, and Richard Gard¬ 
ner’s son, Richard, 52. 

Deputies who were asked to 
check on the family’s welfare 
found the bodies Jan. 13. The 
family dogs also were beaten to 
death. 

Moose trapped up to its 
neck in mud rescued 

COLUMBIA — Two 
I w I b Maine game wardens 
and two hunters came to the aid 


of a moose trapped up to its neck 
in a muddy spring. 

WGME-TV reported the hunt¬ 
ers were searching for deer ant¬ 
lers in a cedar swamp in Columbia 
last week when they discovered 
the moose. The female moose was 
buried in mud in the spring hole 
and couldn’t move its legs. 

Wardens Bayley Grant and 
Scott Osgood helped the hunters 
rescue the moose. The wardens 
got its front legs out of the mud 
and then fixed a rope around its 
body. They said its hind legs were 



stuck on some tree roots. 

The men created a winch using 
a tree and pulled the moose out. 

Officials: Missing home 
possibly repossessed 

MADISONVILLE — 

I VV Investigators say a va¬ 
cation home reported stolen by a 
Houston couple might have been 
repossessed and they’re likely 
victims of alleged financial issues 
of the prior owner. 

KTRK-TV reported Jo and 
Lonnie Harrison said their one- 
bedroom cabin is missing from 
Madisonville, 90 miles northwest 
of Houston. 

The prefabricated home was 
on property they purchased last 
year but hadn’t checked since 
November. Lonnie Harrison re¬ 
turned Friday and discovered the 
house was gone, with blocks and 
pipes remaining. 

Museum moving T. rex 
to fit titanosaur in hall 

II CHICAGO — Sue, the 
IL largest Tyrannosaurus 
rex skeleton ever found, is on the 
move. 

Chicago’s Field Museum on 
Monday began dismantling Sue 
and moving her from Stanley 
Field Hall where it’s been located 
since 2000 and placing it in a new 
exhibition space. 

Sue’s handler. Bill Simpson, 
said despite being the largest T. 
rex ever found, she looks puny 
beneath the 70-foot-high ceiling 
of the museum’s main hall. He 
says when Sue is in her own ex¬ 
hibit hall she’ll look better. 

Beginning in the spring 2019, 
Sue will reappear in a second- 
floor gallery. 

Sue is making way for a cast of 
a titanosaur, a plant-eating dino¬ 
saur that’s three times the length 
of the T. rex, and with a neck that 
will stretch up to the second-floor 
balcony level. 

Machete-armed man 
gets aggressive, jailed 

TOPEKA — Authori- 
■ ties said a homeless 

man was jailed after charging 
at officers with a machete at po¬ 
lice headquarters in downtown 
Topeka. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported that the incident began 
at about 2 a.m. Saturday when a 
man armed with a machete en¬ 
tered the Law Enforcement Cen¬ 
ter and said he had a bomb. Police 
were able to get the man to exit 
the building. 

Police Lt. Steve Roth said of¬ 
ficers used a stun gun to subdue 
the man when he became aggres¬ 
sive. Roth said the man sustained 
only “superficial” injuries. 


From wire reports 
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Female songwriters 
release “Time’s Up” 
song, video to protest 
underrepresentation, 
harassment in Nashville 

By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

F emale musicians in Nashville have 
long complained about the lack of 
representation on country radio, 
but now a collective of female song¬ 
writers are singing “Time’s Up.” 

The Song Suffragettes were formed in 
2014 in response to a growing concern that 
women were being excluded by labels and 
radio and spurred by comments by a radio 
consultant that compared women to toma¬ 
toes in a salad. Only 18 out of the top 100 
country singles of 2017 had a female artist 
featured, a percentage that has been stag¬ 
nating in the genre for years. 

Kalie Shorr is one of the original mem¬ 
bers of the collective that plays in a writer’s 
round every Monday night at the Listening 
Room Cafe, just a couple of miles away from 
Music Row. 

“We had all individually gone into a stuffy 
Music Row office and had someone say, ‘No,’ 
followed by ‘because you’re a woman,’ ” said 
Shorr. “I have even had label executives say, 
‘I am just really burned out on women right 
now.’” 



But Shorr and her fellow singers said the 
#MeToo and Time’s Up movements that 
started in Hollywood and spread to other 
industries is a critical step forward in a 
conversation that has long been a secret in 
many industries. Shorr, along with another 
Suffragette singer Lacy Green, were in¬ 
spired to write “Time’s Up” after watching 
the scores of actresses dressed in black at 
the Golden Globes. 

The music video for “Time’s Up” (tinyurl. 
com/yac5eksu) features the 23 singers 
dressed all in black, marching and singing 
lyrics like “The scales are tipping, the veil 
is ripping and the clock is ticking ’cause the 
time’s up.” Proceeds from the sale of the 
song will go to the Time’s Up organization, 
which has established a legal defense fund. 

It’s one of the few signs that more artists 
in country music are willing to address sex¬ 
ual harassment. Keith Urban played a song 
“Female” on the Country Music Associa¬ 
tion Awards last November that seemed to 
address the #MeToo movement. The Coun¬ 
try Radio Seminar, an annual gathering of 
the top country radio stations in the coun¬ 
try held this week in Nashville, will have a 
panel on sexual harassment. 


The movement has affected some of the 
Song Suffragettes personally and directly. 

“It’s one thing to see artists come out 
about it, but actually a few weeks ago, one of 
my family members came out and said that 
she had been sexually assaulted,” said Tiera, 
who goes by her first name as an artist. 

Shorr said that those women who have 
shared their stories about harassment or 
assault have helped to change the attitude 
about what was once a very secretive topic. 

“I 100 percent understand why no one 
would want to share their story, but now it’s 
like we’re creating this culture where it’s 
OK to speak about it,” Shorr said. “That’s 
why I really love this movement, because 
everybody is just sticking together.” 

Candi Carpenter, a new artist on the Sony 
Music Nashville label, said that the national 
statistics for sexual assault are staggering, 
but support is available. 

“Letting victims of this kind of behavior 
know that when they come forward, they 
will be believed and they will be supported 
by a community,” Carpenter said. “That’s 
what our community does for each other, 
and that’s what we need to do for each other 
as a country.” 


Members of the Song Suffragettes, from left — Candi Carpenter, Hera Leftwich, Kalie Shorr, Chloe Gilligan and Jenna Paulette — pose 
Jan. 29 in Nashville. Female musicians in Nashville have long complained about the lack of representation on country radio, but now a 
collective of nearly two dozen female songwriters are singing “Time’s Up,” a song and music video released this month. 


Mellencamp, Dupri 
among inductees 
for Songwriters Hali 

The 2018 Songwriters Hall 
of Fame class will include John 
Mellencamp, Alan Jackson, Kool 
& the Gang and Jermaine Dupri, 
who will become the second hip- 
hop act inducted into the presti¬ 
gious organization. 

The Songwriters Hall told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday that 
Allee Willis, who co-wrote the 
Broadway musical “The Color 
Purple” and “I’ll Be There for 
You” — the theme song from the 
hit TV series “Friends” — will 
also be inducted at its June 14 
ceremony alongside country 
singer-songwriter Bill Anderson 
and Emmy- and Grammy-nomi- 
nated songwriter Steve Dorff 

Dupri’s induction comes a 
year after Jay-Z became the first 
rapper to make it into the Hall. 
Dupri has co-written No. 1 hits 
like Mariah Carey’s “We Belong 
Together” and “Always Be My 
Baby,” Usher’s “Burn” and Mon¬ 
ica’s “The First Night.” He has 
released his own hip-hop albums 
and became a popular songwriter 
and producer in Atlanta when he 
launched the record label So So 
Def, building careers for Jagged 
Edge, Kriss Kross, Bow Wow, Xs- 
cape and more. 

Songwriters are eligible for in¬ 
duction after writing hit songs for 
at least 20 years. 

Mellencamp was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
a decade ago and has written his 
own classic hits, including “Jack 
and Diane,” “Hurt So Good” and 
“R.O.C.K. in theU.S.A.” 

Jackson, who was just inducted 
into the Country Hall of Fame 
last year, has been a respected 
songwriter since he launched his 
debut album in 1990. He has had 
26 singles reach the top of the 
Billboard country charts. 

Kool & the Gang members 
Robert “Kool” Bell, Ronald Bell, 
George Brown and James “JT” 
Taylor will be inducted. 


Quinton Cook, Song Suffragettes, Inc./AP 


From The Associated Press 


Character actor Mahoney, best known for ‘Frasier’ role, dies 


From wire services 

John Mahoney, a Britsh-bom 
character actor who won a Tony 
Award and had roles in countless 
films, including “Moonstruck,” 
“In the Line of 
Fire” and “Say 
Anything,” but 
was best known 
as the voice 
of common 
sense as Kelsey 
Grammer’s fa¬ 
ther in the long- 
running NBC 
sitcom “Fra¬ 
sier,” died Feb. 

4 after being hospitalized in Chi¬ 
cago. He was 77. 

His manager, Paul Martino, did 
not provide a cause of death. 

Mahoney, who came to the 
United States when he was 19, 
served in the Army and worked 
as a hospital orderly and medical 
journal editor before turning to 
acting at age 37. 


In 1986, Mahoney won a Tony 
Award for his Broadway per¬ 
formance in John Guare’s “The 
House of Blue Leaves,” playing a 
zookeeper with ambitions of be¬ 
coming an actor. 

After a decade of theatrical 
roles and small parts in films 
and television, Mahoney was cast 
in “Frasier” as Martin Crane, a 
widowed ex-police officer whose 
cranky, blue-collar manner was 
often in comic conflict with the 
cultured pretensions of his sons, 
a pair of psychiatrists played 
by Grammer and David Hyde 
Pierce. 

Mahoney appeared in all 263 
episodes of “Frasier” from 1993 
to 2004 and was nominated for 
two Emmy Awards as best sup¬ 
porting actor. His character had 
taken early retirement from the 
police force after being shot in the 
hip. Throughout the 11 seasons 
of “Frasier,” Mahoney carried a 
cane and walked with a limp. 


Essence names its 
‘game-changers’ 

“Girls Trip” changed the game 
for Tiffany Haddish, and now 
she’s being honored as one of Es¬ 
sence magazine’s “game-chang¬ 
ers” at its annual “Black Women 
in Hollywood” awards. 

“Girls Trip” was one of last 
year’s big hits and made Haddish 
a breakout star. The comedian is 
one of four women being honored 
at the March 1 event. 

“The Chi” creator and “Master 
of None” star Lena Waithe will 
also be celebrated; she became 
the first black woman to win an 
Emmy for comedy writing last 
year. 

Danai Gurira of “The Walk¬ 
ing Dead” stars in the upcom¬ 
ing “Black Panther.” Gurira also 
created the Tony-nominated 
“Eclipsed,” among other works. 
Tessa Thompson starred in last 
fall’s superhero hit “Thor.” 


Essence magazine editor Van¬ 
essa De Luca says the honorees 
are “raising their voices to ben¬ 
efit all women.” 

Other news 

■ An estimated 103.4 million 
people watched the Super Bowl 
on NBC, a 7 percent drop from 
last year. The Nielsen company 
said it’s the smallest Super Bowl 
audience on television since 2009 
despite the fact that the game was 
closely contested. 

■ The mother of an American 
teenager missing in Aruba since 
2005 is seeking $35 million in a 
lawsuit over a TV series about 
the case. Beth Holloway has sued 
producers of “The Disappear¬ 
ance of Natalee Holloway,” a six- 
part series that aired last year on 
the Oxygen channel. Beth Hollo¬ 
way contends what was supposed 
to be a documentary was really a 
farce. She says producers knew 
that bone fragments featured 


in the show weren’t those of her 
daughter. She says she endured 
“agonizing weeks” of uncertainty 
while the show played out. 

■ The annual BMI Latin 
Awards will honor Luis Fonsi not 
only for his mega smash “Despa- 
cito” but for the string of hits 
he’s racked up over two decades. 
Fonsi is set to receive the BMI 
President’s Award on March 20. 

■ Authorities say “Mallrats” 
and “7th Heaven” actor Jeremy 
London was arrested Feb. 2 in 
Mississippi and charged with 
domestic violence. A Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office spokes¬ 
person says London was arrested 
after a fight with his wife, Juliet 
London. 

■ Officials say a bus carry¬ 
ing the touring cast and crew of 
“Dancing with the Stars” was 
involved in a large pileup Feb. 5 
during a snowstorm in central 
Iowa, but no one on the bus was 
seriously hurt. 



Mahoney 
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Economy basically strong despite market plunge 


By Christopher Rugaber 
AND Josh Boak 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A wave of 
fear about inflation and higher 
interest rates has sent stock pric¬ 
es tumbling and raised concerns 
about corporate profits. On Mon¬ 
day, a plunge of over 1,100 points 
in the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age capped two days of losses that 
have erased the stock market’s 
gains for the year. 

Yet the rush of anxiety has ob¬ 
scured a fundamental fact about 
the U.S. economy: It’s healthy. 

Nearly nine years into the ex¬ 
pansion that followed the Great 
Recession, the job market is 
strong. So is housing. Consumer 
confidence is solid, and manufac¬ 
turing is rebounding. Households 
and businesses are spending 
freely. Personal debt has light¬ 
ened since the financial crisis a 
decade ago. And mgjor econo¬ 
mies around the world are grow¬ 
ing in tandem. 

After Monday’s stock market 
swoon, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
the spokeswoman for President 
Donald Trump, who has fre¬ 
quently boasted about the stock 
market’s gains under his watch, 
said in a statement: 

“The president’s focus is on our 
long-term economic fundamen¬ 
tals, which remain exceptionally 
strong, with strengthening U.S. 
economic growth, historically low 
unemployment and increasing 
wages for American workers.” 

That very economic vigor, in 
fact, is a key reason why investors 
anticipate higher inflation and in¬ 
terest rates. Higher borrowing 
rates over time could undercut 
corporate earnings as well as 
stock prices. And some fear that 
the Federal Reserve might mis¬ 
calculate and raise rates too high 


or too fast. 

But no one is sure that will hap¬ 
pen. And for now, the economy 
remains on firm footing, even 
with the prospect of somewhat 
higher inflation. The inflation 
concerns escalated after Friday’s 
monthly U.S. jobs report showed 
that average 
wages surged 
2.9 percent in 
January from 
12 months 
earlier — the 
sharpest 
year-over- 
year gain 

since the 

recession. 
“What 

we’re seeing 
right now is 
an economy 
overall that 
is doing quite 
well and has 
Gregory Daco strong fun- 
Oxford damentals,” 
Economics gaid Gregory 
Daco, chief 
U.S. econo¬ 
mist at Oxford Economics. “The 
economy remains on track to ex¬ 
pand at a fairly solid pace, and 
along with that comes inflation.” 

Here are some key reasons 
why the economy remains robust 
despite the jitters on Wall Street: 

■ Jobs and wages are picking 
up: The job market is in its best 
shape in a decade or more. Busi¬ 
nesses continue to hire at a pace 
that could drive the unemploy¬ 
ment rate — already at a 17-year 
low of 4.1 percent — even lower. 
Some economists think the jobless 
rate by year’s end could reach 3.5 
percent, which would be the low¬ 
est level in a half-century. 

With relatively few job seekers, 
many businesses are struggling 
to fill open positions. To attract 
and keep workers, many are fi¬ 


nally offering higher pay, which 
helps explain why the January 
jobs report showed such a sharp 
pickup in wages. 

■ Consumers and businesses 
spending more: With more solid 
job security and rising pay in 
some industries, Americans as a 
whole are growing more optimis¬ 
tic about the economy’s direction. 
And their confidence has fueled 
consumer spending, the primary 
fuel of the U.S economy. 

Their willingness to spend has 
led many to make big purchases, 
too: Sales of existing homes in 
2017 reached their highest level 
in 11 years. 

Businesses, too, are buying 
more computers, machinery and 
other equipment. Such purchases 
increased faster in the second 
half of last year than in any six- 
month period since 2014. 

“This not only points to stron¬ 
ger demand today but also says 
that firms are becoming increas¬ 
ingly confident about the future,” 
said Paul Mortimer-Lee, an econ¬ 
omist at BNP Paribas. 

■ Household finances in de¬ 
cent shape: Americans generally 
haven’t been running up heavy 
debts. U.S. household debt — ev¬ 
erything from mortgages and 
credit card debt to student and 
auto loans — equaled 95 percent 
of disposable income in the July- 
September quarter, according to 
data from the Fed. That compares 
with about 120 percent right be¬ 
fore the recession. 

Still, their willingness to spend 
has raised one concern: Savings 
have fallen. In December, the 
nation’s savings rate fell to its 
lowest level since 2005. Over the 
long run, a low savings rate can 
diminish the ability of households 
to withstand a financial shock. 

■ Global economy: The U.S. 
economy now has something sup¬ 
porting it that it hasn’t had for 


! 'The 
economy 
remains 
on track 
to expand 
at a fairly 
solid pace, 
and along 
with that 
comes 
inflation. ^ 


nearly a decade: Solid growth 
around the world. Roughly 120 
countries experienced faster 
growth in 2017 than in 2016, ac¬ 
cording to the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund. That’s the most since 
2010. 


A key source of anxiety among 
some investors is that the Fed or 
other central banks might end 
up tightening credit so much or 
so fast as to trigger an economic 
downturn. 

There are also the wild cards of 


The 19 European nations that 
share the euro expanded 2.5 per¬ 
cent in 2017, the most in 10 years 
and faster than the United States, 
which grew 2.3 percent. Japan’s 
economy has expanded for seven 
straight quarters, the longest such 
stretch since 2001. All that global 
growth tends to benefit the U.S. 
economy, the world’s largest. 

■ So what’s not to like? Even 
good economic news can prompt 
some troubling concerns. As 
companies raise pay, they typi¬ 
cally increase prices to help cover 
their extra costs. That cycle can 
speed inflation. The Fed is then 
likely to raise the key short-term 
rate it controls to help reduce bor¬ 
rowing and spending and hold in¬ 
flation in check. 

Fed officials have indicated that 
they expect to raise rates three 
times this year. But after Friday’s 
robust report on jobs and wages, 
some economists think the Fed 
might accelerate its rate hikes. 
Economists at BNP Paribas and 
Macroeconomic Advisers now 
forecast four rate increases this 
year. 


MARKET WATCH 


Feb. 5, 2018 

Dow Jones -1175.21 

industrials 24,345.75 

Nasdaq -273.42 

composite 6,967.53 


a possible government shutdown. 
President Donald Trump’s efforts 
to restrict global trade and the 
potential sour investor reaction if 
the federal budget deficit tops $1 
trillion next year because of tax 
cuts and increased funding for 
the military and disaster relief, 
among other expenses. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 7). 

Dollar buys (Feb. 7). 

British pound (Feb. 7). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 7). 

South Korean won (Feb. 7). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Doiiar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Hong Kong (Doiiar).., 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israei (Shekei). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 
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Saudi Arabia (Riyai), 

Singapore (Doiiar). 

South Korea (Won)... 

Switzeriand (Franc)., 

Thaiiand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira). 

(Military exchange raies are tiiose 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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OPINION _ 

Time ran out on a master manipulator 


By Jacquielynn Floyd 

The Dallas Morning News 

E ven the most ardent death penalty 
opponents surely found their con¬ 
victions tested in the case of John 
Battaglia. He was a monster. 

He wasn’t a pitiful monster. He wasn’t 
insane or abused, and he wasn’t a victim 
of circumstances or the product of a tragic 
past. He was a self-made monster: intelli¬ 
gent, educated, well-spoken, and supreme¬ 
ly manipulative. 

Many people may sincerely regret that 
on Thursday, the State of Texas once again 
took a life. But few will regret that it was 
this man in particular. 

Battaglia fooled people. He charmed 
two women into marrying him, and both of 
them found out too late that he was a bru¬ 
tal, misogynistic narcissist. 

When his first wife tried to leave him, he 
threatened: “I’ll cut you up and I’ll scar that 
face.” When she refused to drop domestic 
violence charges against him, he hunted 
her down and beat her unconscious, break¬ 
ing her nose and jaw. 

After his second wife, Mary Jean Pearle, 
sought a separation, he beat her savagely 
on Christmas Day, pounding her head and 
tearing out chunks of her hair. He received 
probation for that assault. 

He fooled people into believing he was 
a devoted father. He ferried his two little 
girls. Liberty and Faith, to soccer games 
and pinned up their crayon drawings in his 
office — until the night he shot them both 
dead as the ultimate act of cruelty against 
their mother. 

Threatened with jail for violating his pro¬ 
bation in the Christmas attack, Battaglia 
was supposed to be taking his girls to din¬ 
ner on the evening of May 2,2001. Instead, 



Texas Department of Criminal JusTicE/via AP 


Convicted murderer John Battaglia was 
executed Thursday in Huntsville, Texas. 

he took them to his Deep Ellum apartment, 
and had 9-year-old Faith dial her mother 
on the phone. And while Mary Jean Pearle 
was on the line, he shot them both dead. 
Faith, and then 6-year-old Liberty. Then 
he yelled “Merry (expletive) Christmas!” 
over the line to his shrieking ex-wife. Then 
he went out and got two new tattoos. 

After his capital murder conviction, he 
posed for photos and made intelligent con¬ 
versation, yet he told journalists he was too 
mentally ill to know what happened to his 
daughters: “I don’t feel like I killed them,” 
he told The Dallas Morning News in a 
death row interview. “I am a little bit in the 
blank about what happened.” 

He dodged execution twice, claiming 
mental incompetence. And some psychia¬ 
trists who examined him agreed. A 78- 
page m^ority opinion handed down last 
September by the Texas Court of Crimi¬ 
nal Appeals paints a picture of a man who 


shrewdly displayed signs of psychiatric 
illness during forensic interviews — after 
reading up on relevant case law he checked 
out of the prison library. 

Battaglia convinced some court-ap¬ 
pointed psychiatrists that he was genuinely 
mentally ill, that his reasoning was cloud¬ 
ed by murky conspiracy theories involving 
his ex-wives, the attorneys and judges in 
his case, and mysterious “demons.” 

Yet, the appeals court noted, during all 
his years in prison, he was never referred 
for psychiatric evaluation by detention au¬ 
thorities. The crazy, it seemed, only came 
over him when he needed it. 

“There is support in the record that 
Battaglia is malingering,” the court said, 
citing the original trial court’s finding that 
“he is a highly intelligent person who has 
had the time and motivation to begin cre¬ 
ating a complex, paranoid story line that 
could have been practiced over the years” 
— and that described him as “vengeful, 
manipulative, cunning and deceitful.” 

He kept up with the news. Over the 
years, Battaglia mailed me a few hector¬ 
ing, scrawled messages when I wrote about 
his case, or about Texas’ death row. I came 
nowhere close to the top of the list of people 
he didn’t like, but it was unnerving to be 
on it. 

Liberty and Faith should have been 
young women now, with grown-up lives of 
their own. They should have had gradu¬ 
ations, adventures, the excitement that 
comes with college acceptance or a job 
offer. On Thursday, the clock finally ran 
out on their killer. You can be sorry for his 
execution, but it’s impossible to be sorry 
for him. 


Jacquielynn Floyd is a Metro columnist for The 
Dallas Morning News. 
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By John D. Hutson 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

I was extremely moved to see Rep. 
Joseph Kennedy III, D-Mass., invite 
Staff Sgt. Patricia King to attend 
President Donald Trump’s first State 
of the Union address. If the president has 
his way, King will be thrown out of the mil¬ 
itary under a transgender exclusion policy 
announced in July — one which, not too 
long ago, I might have supported. When 
first approached about the possibility of 
transgender individuals serving in the 
military, I must admit, I was a skeptic. All 
of the usual concerns about unit cohesion 
and the lethality of our fighting force gave 
me pause. But after reviewing the consid¬ 
erable research on the matter and learning 
about transgender servicemembers like 
King who are already serving honorably 
and successfully, I have changed my mind. 
I now believe that welcoming transgender 
sailors. Marines, soldiers and air person¬ 
nel is the right thing to do, both ethically 
and for the sake of readiness. 

Whatever one thinks about transgender 
service, however, there is no question that 
careening personnel policy from one pole 
to the other is bad for the armed forces. 
The military has now had four transgen¬ 
der policies in less than two years, shifting 
from a complete ban to permitting exist¬ 
ing transgender troops to serve openly in 
June 2016, to Trump’s announced ban in 
August 2017, to a court-ordered injunction 
requiring the military to admit transgen¬ 
der individuals. For that reason alone, the 
administration should recognize it’s time 
to move on and stop trying to defend a 
ban that the military itself has already re¬ 
viewed and rejected. 

Militaries and other large institutions 
try to minimize repeated fluctuations in 


personnel policy for good reasons. Mixed 
messages from leadership undermine re¬ 
spect for the rules and obedience to the 
chain of command. Institutions that de¬ 
pend on maintaining good order and dis¬ 
cipline must be disciplined themselves, as 
inconsistency is the enemy of readiness. 
That’s why even political and military 
leaders who didn’t like policy changes such 
as racial integration and women in combat 
generally didn’t push for those policies to 
be reversed, even as administrations came 
and went. 

Good order and discipline can’t be sepa¬ 
rated from the promise not to break faith 
with the troops. For a military to function, 
trust must run up and down the chain of 
command. The military is entrusted to 
care for the people who serve, and that 
commitment is what allows troops to 
focus on their mission and not on wonder¬ 
ing which rug might be pulled out next by 
their own leaders. The sentiment is echoed 
by commanders, who have shown support 
for their transgender troops. They would 
be ill-served by having to implement yet 
another policy reversal, and to endure the 
loss of some of their best men and women. 

Logan Ireland, an Air Force staff ser¬ 
geant who deployed to Afghanistan, is one 
of thousands of transgender servicemem¬ 
bers who are dedicated to selfless ser¬ 
vice. Since the transgender ban was first 
lifted, Ireland has been named “NCO of 
the Quarter.” Nothing is more important to 
Ireland than serving his country, and it is 
in the military’s interest to avoid wasting 
his talent. 

The uncertainty created by policy whip¬ 
saws is inherently bad for all service- 
members, not just transgender personnel, 
because it undercuts trust, bonding and 
planning. Under any version of a transgen¬ 


der ban, one group of troops is singled out 
and stigmatized as second-class citizens, 
unfit to serve and subject to unpredictable 
removal. How can unit mates learn to trust 
each other and build bonds with peers who 
are designated as a threat to the very mis¬ 
sion? Under inclusive policies, by contrast, 
transgender personnel have been treated 
like everyone else, with policy and lead¬ 
ership reinforcing that all team members 
count equally. Policy flip-flops send con¬ 
fusing signals to all troops about who de¬ 
serves to wear the uniform, undermining 
cohesion as a result. 

Following years of research and debate, 
the U.S. military last month began admit¬ 
ting openly transgender individuals for the 
first time in history. Yet prominent oppo¬ 
nents, citing outdated claims about threats 
to unit cohesion and a trumped up consti¬ 
tutional crisis, have assailed the step, out¬ 
lining a plan for the Trump administration 
to reinstate the transgender ban. 

Transgender service, which 18 of our al¬ 
lies such as Israel and the UK. also allow, 
has been studied comprehensively by 
scholars, military academics, think tanks 
and the Defense Department itself The 
Pentagon has already implemented inclu¬ 
sive policy, including issuing all necessary 
training, guidance and implementation 
documents. And brave transgender Amer¬ 
icans like King and Ireland have already 
donned the uniform and begun to serve 
openly and effectively — without causing 
disruptions. 

The administration should acknowledge 
this reality and recognize that it does not 
make sense to fight it any further. That 
would be a win for the nation, the military 
and transgender troops. 

Retired Rear Adm. John D. Hutson was Judge 

Advocate General of the U.S. Navy. 
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OPINION_ 

Nunes’ memo revealed a damning omission 



Alex Brandon/AP 


House Intelligence Committee Chairman Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif., arrives for a 
closed-door meeting of the committee on Capitol Hill on Monday. 


By Hugh Hewitt 

Special To The Washington Post 

H aving reviewed hundreds and 
hundreds of Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act warrant appli¬ 
cations as the final stop between 
the FBI and the desks of Attorneys General 
William French Smith and Edwin Meese 
III, I read the Nunes memo as revealing 
one mgjor fact that stands out above all 
other revelations: The FISA warrant for 
surveillance on Carter Page (and the three 
subsequent renewals of the warrant) omit¬ 
ted a material fact. 

While the FBI admitted that the infor¬ 
mation came from a politically motivated 
source, the bureau did not disclose that 
the source had been financed by Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential campaign. That is a 
damning omission. 

My job reviewing those warrants ex¬ 
isted because prior to the establishment 
of a National Security Division at the 
Justice Department, a special assistant 
to the attorney general with the appropri¬ 
ate clearances had the job of making sure 
the attorney general did not sign off on a 
warrant application that got bounced back 
from the FISA court. Such a rejection had 
never happened before I got there, didn’t 
happen while it was my job and has hap¬ 
pened only a handful of times since. That 
record is in large part because of trust de¬ 
veloped between the FISA courts and the 
FBI and Justice Department over decades, 
especially the respect accorded the coun¬ 
terintelligence professionals at the bureau. 
That trust has now been injured. 

Upon publication of the Nunes memo, a 
retired federal judge emailed me: “There 
is not an officer of the court in the land 
who in the context of this particular ap¬ 
plication to the FISA court should not have 
identified the source of the information 
as having been the [Democratic National 
Committee] and the Clinton Campaign. If 


I had granted the application and then sub¬ 
sequently learned that the information was 
sourced to the DNC and the Campaign, 
I would have rescinded the authoriza¬ 
tion and issued a show-cause order to the 
Government to explain who and why this 
sourcing was not made known to the court. 
The fact (if it be that) that the Government 
told the court that it was a political source, 
but did not identify who, in this particular 
instance, is highly probative that the Gov¬ 
ernment purposely misled the court.” 

The FISA court to which the application 
was made might well have issued the war¬ 
rant even if it knew the provenance of the 
intelligence. We will never know. But the 
non-disclosure was a breach of trust, and 
it will have long-term consequences for the 
warrant application process. 

That an omission of a material fact oc¬ 
curred in the warrant application does not 
indict former FBI Director James Comey 


or any of the other reviewing or approving 
officials up to and including Deputy Attor¬ 
ney General Rod Rosenstein. Staffs exist 
to prepare and review these applications, 
to search for just such a crucial omission 
or false assertion. As noted above, there 
are hundreds of these warrants flowing 
through the bureau up to the attorney gen¬ 
eral in any given year. The numbers have 
doubled or tripled these days in the age of 
metastasizing terrorism and cybercrime, 
in addition to our traditional enemies in the 
world of intelligence-gathering. To expect 
the nation’s top cop or its top law enforce¬ 
ment officer to read and carefully review 
even the least important applications is to 
expect too much of overwhelmingly bur¬ 
dened key players. 

But if the omission was specifically dis¬ 
cussed and approved by a senior official, 
then there should be accountability. What 
was the preparing case officer thinking? 


What was anyone thinking who reviewed it 
and noticed the missing specificity? They 
should be thinking like a corporate law¬ 
yer reviewing a Securities and Exchange 
Commission filing on behalf of a publicly 
traded company. Material omissions or 
misstatements in those filings also go by 
the name of “fraud.” 

Imagine a public company declaring an 
income stream is flowing, but not noting 
that it is coming from sketchy factories that 
may not be compliant with labor standards, 
reports of which have come to the attention 
of the company and which are being inves¬ 
tigated. It’s highly unlikely that investors 
or the SEC would be very forgiving of an 
initial public offering that left out facts as 
important as what was omitted from this 
warrant application. 

“Trump torque” is pulling on everyone 
in the news business, in all directions. His 
critics are often overheated and refuse 
to admit accomplishments or unprofes¬ 
sional hits. His defenders almost scream 
best-case scenarios that are ludicrous and 
ignore his errors, missteps and misstate¬ 
ments. It’s harder and harder to keep this 
torque from twisting every single story in 
one direction or another. 

It shouldn’t operate anywhere but espe¬ 
cially not in the area of national security. 
The non-disclosure of a material fact in 
an application for a FISA warrant — its 
minimization, indeed one could argue its 
camouflaging — is a very big deal and its 
provenance should be thoroughly inves¬ 
tigated. It threatens to undermine every 
warrant submitted to a FISA court. 

It’s not about President Donald Trump, 
or shouldn’t be. It’s about when American 
courts approve surveillance of Americans. 
And that’s every American’s concern. 

Hugh Hewitt, a Washington Post contributing 
columnist, hosts a nationally syndicated radio 
show and is author of “The Fourth Way: The 
Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP Majority.” 


Congress should censure Nunes; just like McCarthy 


By Max Boot 

Special To The Washington Post 

T he last time a member of Congress 
made a reckless and baseless 
attack on a revered pillar of 
America’s security, it did not end 
well for him. Sen. Joseph McCarthy got 
away with smearing the State Department, 
which has never received the popular es¬ 
teem it deserves, but when he took on the 
US. Army, accusing it of harboring a sub¬ 
versive dentist (really!), he went too far. 

During the 1954 Army-McCarthy hear¬ 
ings, Army counsel Joseph Welch delivered 
his famous rebuke — “Have you no sense 
of decency, sir? At long last, have you left 
no sense of decency?” — and that was it. 
McCarthy was censured by the Senate and 
stripped of his committee chairmanship. 

Let us stipulate that Devin Nunes, R- 
Calif, chairman of the House Intelligence 
Committee, is not exactly the second com¬ 
ing of “Tail Gunner Joe”: that dubious 
honor more properly belongs to the con¬ 
spirator in chief. President Donald Trump. 
But for his deceptive, demoralizing and 
dangerous assault on the FBI — an institu¬ 
tion that, like the Army, is dedicated to de¬ 
fending America — Nunes, too, deserves to 
be censured by his colleagues and stripped 
of his chairmanship. 

Nunes began his reign of error nearly a 
year ago. Last March 22, he breathlessly 
announced he had uncovered evidence that 
the intelligence community — presumably 
the FBI or the National Security Agency — 
had improperly monitored and unmasked 


“Trump transition team members.” Then 
he rushed off to the White House to brief 
the president on his “findings.” 

It was all a sham. Nunes was simply 
covering for Trump after the president 
claimed that President Barack “Obama 
had my ‘wires tapped’ in Trump Tower.” 
When no evidence of wiretapping emerged, 
Nunes tried to morph the accusation into a 
claim that Obama national security adviser 
Susan Rice illegally “unmasked” Trump 
aides in surveillance transcripts. This, too, 
was false. Trump’s own national security 
adviser, H.R. McMaster, concluded that 
Rice “did nothing wrong.” 

The discredited Nunes found himself 
the subject of an Ethics Committee inves¬ 
tigation over whether he had improperly 
revealed classified information. He had 
to recuse himself from the Russia probe, 
but this did not stop him from spinning 
conspiracy theories about FBI agent Peter 
Strzok, who was removed from special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation 
over texts critical of Trump and other pub¬ 
lic figures. 

On Dec. 7, the House Ethics Commit¬ 
tee closed its investigation of Nunes, even 
though, according to the Atlantic, “the 
committee was never able to obtain or re¬ 
view the classified information at the heart 
of the inquiry.” Back on the Russia case, 
Nunes directed his staff to prepare a mem¬ 
orandum alleging the FBI had falsified a 
surveillance warrant — without bothering 
to read the underlying intelligence. The 
FBI and Justice Department objected to 
the release of this one-sided document. 


which, they warned, risked compromising 
sensitive intelligence. 

Nunes didn’t care. He and other Repub¬ 
licans, joined by Russian bots and right- 
wing talking heads, spent weeks lobbying 
to #ReleasetheMemo. Nunes convinced 
fellow Republicans on the House Intelli¬ 
gence Committee to vote for the memo’s 
release. Trump declassified the Nunes 
memo last week, because he, too, is eager 
to discredit the FBI at any cost. 

Nunes claimed to have found “serious 
violations of the public trust,” showing that 
“officials in critical institutions are abus¬ 
ing their authority for political purposes.” 
Trump bizarrely tweeted, “This memo to¬ 
tally vindicates ‘Trump’ in probe.” (The 
quote marks would have made more sense 
around “vindicates.”) Trump, who called 
Nunes a “Great American Hero,” may yet 
use Nunes’ bogus research as an excuse to 
oust Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen¬ 
stein or even Mueller, after having already 
purged FBI Director James Comey and 
Deputy Director Andrew McCabe. 

In reality, the Nunes memo was, as widely 
noted, a dud. It did not uncover any wrong¬ 
doing by the FBI, much less by Mueller. Its 
central claim — that the FBI and Justice 
Department obtained a surveillance war¬ 
rant for Trump campaign adviser Carter 
Page based on ex-spy Christopher Steele’s 
work, while hiding Steele’s Democratic 
Party funding — are false. The Steele dos¬ 
sier was only one piece of evidence among 
many, and the Justice Department did re¬ 
veal that Steele was paid by an anti-Trump 
political entity, even if it did not name the 


Democratic National Committee. 

Nunes undercut his own case by confirm¬ 
ing the FBI began investigating the Trump 
campaign not because of the Steele dossier, 
but because of information from foreign- 
policy adviser George Papadopoulos. As 
if he didn’t already look foolish enough, 
Nunes said Page should never have been 
a “target of the FBI,” right before Time 
magazine reported that Page boasted in 
2013 of being an “informal adviser” to the 
Kremlin. 

Like Trump, Nunes would be more dan¬ 
gerous if he were more competent. But 
just as Trump must be held accountable 
for his attempts to obstruct justice even if 
they don’t succeed, so, too, Nunes must be 
held accountable for his misuse of a con¬ 
gressional committee to pursue a partisan 
vendetta against the nation’s premier law- 
enforcement agency. 

It is up to House leaders — that means 
you. Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. — to stop 
Nunes before he smears again. (Nunes 
already has the State Department in his 
sights.) History does not look kindly on the 
lawmakers who were too cowardly to con¬ 
front McCarthy. It will be even harsher on 
those who refuse to confront McCarthy’s 
latter-day mini-me, who is not nearly so 
fearsome. 

Max Boot, a Washington Post columnist, is the 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick senior fellow for national 
security studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and author of “The Road Not Taken: 
Edward Lansdale and the American Tragedy in 
Vietnam.” 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 




ACROSS 

1 Joke 

4 Daytime drama 
8 Russian river 

12 Martian mover 

13 Highly rated 

14 Taboo 

15 Corpulent 

16 Eddy 

18 Charlatan 

20 Mauna — 

21 Hayseed 
24 Shoebox 

datum 

28 Cabana site 

32 Tragic 

33 “Caught ya!” 

34 “— with Love” 

36 Conk out 

37 Trace 

39 DNA source 
41 Famous 


DOWN 

1 Nonsense 

2 Miles away 

3 “— match?” 

4 Woodshop 
sweepings 

5 La-la lead-in 

6 Blackbird 

7 Fringe benefit 

8 Still owed 

9 Aussie hopper 

10 Yucatan year 

11 Texter’s chuckle 
17“Ben-Hur” 

author Wallace 
19 Web address 

22 Life story (Abbr.) 

23 ’50s Ford 

25 Queen of 
Carthage 

26 Small combo 


27 Scoundrel 

28 Chess soldier 

29 Buckeye state 

30 Brewer’s kiln 

31 Aachen article 
35 Thumbs-down 
38 Bit of buck-shot 
40 Score units 

(Abbr.) 

42 Homer’s cry 
45 Palm starch 

47 Roundish ’do 

48 Incite 

49 Art Deco 
master 

50 Faux — 

51 Calendar abbr. 
52“... man — 

mouse?” 

53 Prune 

54 Caustic cleaner 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



43 Departed 

W 

E 

B 

s 

■ 

|a 

s 

S 

T 


1 

M 

P 

44— Angeles 

E 

C 

R 


■ 

s 

T 

1 

R 


N 

E 

E 

46 Grammarian’s 
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50 Hangouts for 
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hustlers 
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55 In favor of 
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56 Land measure 
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57 Maja painter 

58 Squealer 

59 RBI, for one 
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60 Autobahn auto 
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61 Praise in verse 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


VNB UFBBM EZBKMBFE 
ORELEBS VNBRF VNRES 
KTZNKJBV TBVVBE. NLEEX, 
EDOBJDSX QKTT VNB UKOOK 
Z D T R Q B ! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THIS CLASSY GRAPE¬ 
GROWING PLACE HAS A VERY SHOWY TRELLIS. 
IT’S ONE OF THE VINERY’S FINERIES. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals S 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


stars^i^stri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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•Stars and Stripes* 


Wednesday, February 7,2018 



Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

STARS^>*STRIPES. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 
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SCOREBOARD 


I— 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Ecuador Open 

Monday 

At Club Jacaranda 
Quito, Ecuador 
Purse: $501,345 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Corentin Moutet, France, def. Adrian 
Menendez-Maceiras, Spain, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 
6-2. 

Andrej Martin, Siovakia, def. Rogerio 
Dutra Silva, Brazil, 7-5, 6-4. 

Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Pablo An- 
dujar, Spain, 6-4, 5-7, 7-5. 

Christian Ruud, Norway, def. Carlos 
Berlocq, Argentina, 7-5, 6-0. 

Victor Estrella Burgos (6), Dominican 
Republic, def. Thomaz Bellucci, Brazil, 4- 
6, 6-4, 6-2. 


College basketball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

Golf 


Sofia Open 


Monday 
At Arena Armeec Sofia 
Sofia, Buigaria 
Purse: $624,335 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Lukas Lacko, Slovakia, def. Evgeny 
Donskoy (8), Russia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Joao Sousa (8), Portugal, def. Dimitar 
Kuzmanov, Bulgaria, 7-6 (6), 6-1. 


Pro baseball 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 113 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - FernaneJo Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (1) - Craig Breslow, Ihp. 
DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (6) - Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (3) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Glen Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 

SEATTLE (3) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (4) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; Mi¬ 
chael Saunders, of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (4) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; J.D. Martinez of; 
Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (5) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Rene Rivera, 
c; Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) — Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (5) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Franklin Gutierrez, of; 
Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 

’MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) - q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (1) - Erick Aybar, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joe Blanton, rhp; 
Alejandro De Aza, of; Stephen Drew, 2b; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Adam Lind, lb; Oli¬ 
ver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jayson 
Werth of. 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
. ess’ college basketball poll, with first- 
ilace votes in parentheses, records 
.hrough Feb. 4, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking; 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Villanova(48) 22-1 1608 1 

2. Virginia (16) 22-1 1572 2 

3. Purdue (1) 23-2 1500 3 

4. Michigan St. 22-3 1407 5 

5. Xavier 21-3 1350 6 

6. Cincinnati 21-2 1305 8 

7. Texas Tech 19-4 1182 10 

8. Auburn 21-2 1138 11 

9. Duke 19-4 1075 4 

10. Kansas 18-5 1015 7 

11. Saint Mary’s (Cal) 23-2 895 13 

12. Gonzaga 21-4 851 14 

13. Arizona 19-5 816 9 

14. Ohio St. 20-5 747 17 

15. Tennessee 17-5 739 18 

16. Clemson 19-4 720 20 

17. Oklahoma 16-6 636 12 

18. Rhode Island 19-3 486 22 

19. West Virginia 17-6 457 15 

20. Michigan 19-6 331 24 

21. North Carolina 17-7 304 19 

22. Wichita St. 17-5 295 16 

23. Nevada 20-4 205 - 

24. Kentucky 17-6 133 21 

25. Miami 17-5 76 - 

Others receiving votes: Butler 65, 

Washington 54, Florida St. 27, New Mex¬ 
ico St. 23, Seton Hall 20, Creighton 18, 
Arizona St. 17, Texas 15, NC State 12, Ala¬ 
bama 8, Middle Tennessee 6, Nebraska 4, 
Florida 3, Houston 3, TCU 3, Oklahoma St. 
2, ETSU 1, Vermont 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 4, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank¬ 
ing: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Villanova(22) 22-1 765 1 

2. Virginia (8) 22-1 751 2 

3. Purdue (1) 23-2 716 3 

4. Michigan State 22-3 662 4 

5. Xavier 21-3 649 6 

6. Cincinnati 21-2 622 8 

7. Texas Tech 19-4 549 10 

8. Duke 19-4 494 5 

9. Auburn 21-2 461 13 

10. Kansas 18-5 451 7 

11. Gonzaga 21-4 441 12 

12. Saint Mary’s 23-2 436 14 

13. Arizona 19-5 351 9 

14. Tennessee 17-5 348 19 

15. Clemson 19-4 334 20 

16. Ohio State 20-5 322 18 

17. West Virginia 17-6 283 11 

18. Oklahoma 16-6 255 15 

19. Rhode Island 19-3 252 21 

20. Michigan 19-6 168 25 

21. Wichita State 17-5 163 16 

22. North Carolina 17-7 150 17 

23. Nevada 20-4 103 - 

24. Kentucky 17-6 73 22 

25. Miami 17-5 59 - 

Others receiving votes: Creighton 45, 

Arizona State 42, Seton Hall 25, Middle 
Tennessee 15, N.C. State 13, Florida State 
11, New Mexico State 10, Washington 10, 
Boise State 9, Florida 8, Butler 6, Hous¬ 
ton 5, Louisiana-Lafayette 5, Alabama 3, 
Southern Cal 3, Kansas State 2, Louisville 
2, Texas 2, Loyola of Chicago 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Fairfield 78, Siena 65 
Indiana 65, Rutgers 43 
Lehigh 92, Bucknell 89, OT 
Md.-Eastern Shore 62, Florida A&M 61 

SOUTH 

Coppin St. 84, SC State 60 
Glenville St. 78, Davis & Elkins 75 
Grambling St. 81, Alcorn St. 72 
Hampton 86, NC Central 70 
Johnson & Wales (NC) 71, St. Andrews 70 
Johnson C. Smith 76, Elizabeth City St. 58 
MVSU 77, Alabama A&M 67 
Morgan St. 97, Howard 61 
NC A&T 54, Delaware St. 51 
Norfolk St. 83, Bethune-Cookman 79 
Southern U. 67, Jackson St. 62 
Syracuse 78, Louisville 73 


No. 10 Kansas at Bayloi 


No. 11 Saint Mary’s vs. No. 12 Gonzaga 
No. 13 Arizona vs. Southern Cal 
No. 14 Ohio State vs. Iowa 
No. 15 Tennessee at Alabama 
No. 17 Oklahoma at Iowa State 
No. 19 West Virginia vs. Oklahoma State 
No. 21 North Carolina at N.C. State 
No. 22 Wichita State vs. UConn 
No. 23 Nevada vs. San Diego State 
No. 24 Kentucky at Texas A&M 
No. 25 Miami at Boston College 
Sunday’s games 
No. 6 Cincinnati at SMU 
No. 9 Duke at Georgia Tech 
No. 20 Michigan at Wisconsin 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 4, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (32) 22-0 800 1 

2. Mississippi St. 23-0 764 2 

3. Baylor ■” ’ 


Gustavus 69, Concordia (Moor.) 67 

Hamline 98, Macalester 88 

St. John’s (Minn.) 79, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 

16 

St. Olaf68, Augsburg 67 

St. Thomas (Minn.) 94, Carleton 69 

SOUTHWEST 

Alabama St. 65, Ark.-Pine Bluff 59 
West Virginia 75, Oklahoma 73 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 1 Villanova vs. St. John’s 
No. 2 Virginia at Florida State 
No. 3 Purdue vs. No. 14 Ohio State 
No. 7 Texas Tech vs. Iowa State 
No. 8 Auburn vs. Texas A&M 
No. 23 Nevada vs. UNLV 
No. 25 Miami vs. Wake Forest 
Thursday’s games 
No. 9 Duke at No. 21 North Carolina 
No. 11 Saint Mary’s at Loyola Marymount 
No. 12 Gonzaga at Pacific 
No. 13 Arizona vs. UCLA 
No. 16 Clemson vs. Pittsburgh 
Friday’s game 

No. 18 Rhode IslancTvs. Davidson 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Villanova vs. Butler 
No. 2 Virginia vs. Virginia Tech 
No. 3 Purdue at No. 4 Michigan State 
No. 5 Xavier at Creighton 
No. 7 Texas Tech at Kansas State 
No. 8 Auburn at Georgia 
laylor 


4. Louisville 24-1 701 4 

5. Notre Dame 22-2 683 5 

6. Texas 18-4 610 8 

7. South Carolina 18-4 579 7 

8. UCLA 18-4 558 9 

9. Oregon 21-4 555 6 

10. Maryland 20-3 535 11 

11. Tennessee 19-4 483 12 

12. Florida St. 19-4 445 10 

13. Ohio St. 19-5 360 18 

14. Texas A&M 18-6 348 14 

15. Missouri 17-5 332 15 

16. Oregon St. 17-6 298 16 

17. Stanford 16-8 283 24 

18. Georgia 20-3 267 17 

19. Duke 18-6 219 19 

20. Green Bay 21-2 218 20 

21. Michigan 19-6 175 13 

22. Oklahoma St. 16-6 92 23 

23. NC State 19-5 78 - 

24. TCU 16-6 72 22 

25. Arizona St. 17-7 52 - 

Others receiving votes: West Virginia 

46, Belmont 28, South Florida 28, LSU 21, 
Nebraska 12, Mercer 8, Dayton 7, Califor¬ 
nia 2, Iowa 2, Cent Michigan 2, Gonzaga 2, 
Purdue 1, Rutgers 1, DePaul 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 93, Mass.-Lowell 60 
Binghamton 69, Stony Brook 64 
Bryant 60, Sacred Heart 56 
CCSU 76, Fairleigh Dickinson 56 
Canisius 52, St. Peter’s 49 
Maine 59, Hartford 56 
Md.-Eastern Shore 87, Florida A&M 70 
Siena 44, Monmouth (NJ) 41 
St. Francis Brooklyn 75, Mount St. 
Mary’s 56 

Texas 73, West Virginia 55 
Vermont 58, New Hampshire 53 
Wagner 52, LIU Brooklyn 44 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 57, MVSU 49 
Bethune-Cookman 60, Norfolk St. 45 
Grambling St. 68, Alcorn St. 51 
Hampton 62, NC Central 53 
Howard 68, Morgan St. 61 
Johnson C. Smith 68, Elizabeth City St. 59 
Miles 59, Lane 46 

Mississippi St. 67, South Carolina 53 
NC A&T 75, Delaware St. 55 
SC State 67, Coppin St. 65 
Savannah St. 79, Allen 41 
Southern U. 68, Jackson St. 58 
MIDWEST 

Lindenwood (III.) 90, Graceland (Iowa) 61 
Missouri 66, Florida 64 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 55, Alabama St. 53 
Baylor 74, Oklahoma 65 

FAR WEST 

UCLA 84, Southern Cal 70 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 1 UConn at UCF 
No. 4 Louisville vs. Clemson 
No. 19 Duke vs. Wake Forest 
No. 22 Oklahoma State at No. 24 TCU 
Thursday’s games 
No. 2 Mississippi State at Florida 
No. 7 South Carolina at Alabama 
No. 10 Maryland at Michigan State 
No. 11 Tennessee at Arkansas 
No. 12 Florida State vs. Virginia 
No. 13 Ohio State vs. Rutgers 
No. 14 Texas A&M vs. Mississippi 
No. 15 Missouri vs. Kentucky 
No. 18 Georgia vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 21 Michigan vs. Northwestern 
No. 23 N.C. State at Miami 
Friday’s games 
No. 8 UCLA vs. Arizona 
No. 9 Oregon at Washington 
No. 16 Oregon State at Washington State 
No. 17 Stanford vs. Utah 
No. 25 Arizona State at Southern Cal 
Saturday’s games 

No. 1 UConn vs. Wichita State at the 
XL Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 3 Baylor vs. No. 24 TCU 
No. 6 Texas vs. Kansas State 
No. 20 Green Bay at Milwaukee 
No. 22 Oklahoma State at Iowa State 
Sunday’s games 

No. 2 Mississippi State vs. Kentucky 

No. 5 Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech 

No. 7 South Carolina vs. Florida 

No. 8 UCLA vs. No. 25 Arizona State 

No. 9 Oregon at Washington State 

No. 10 Maryland at Rutgers 

No. 11 Tennessee vs. No. 18 Georgia 

No. 12 Florida State at Miami 

No. 13 Ohio State at South Florida 

No. 14 Texas A&M at LSU 

No. 15 Missouri at Arkansas 

No. 16 Oregon State at Washington 

No. 17 Stanford vs. Colorado 

No. 19 Duke at Clemson 

No. 21 Michigan at Michigan State 

No. 23 N.C. State at North Carolina 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Feb. 4 and previ¬ 
ous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (36) 21-5-2 982 2 

2. Denver (8) 16-6-6 927 4 

3. Cornell (4) 19-3-1 896 1 

4. St. Cloud State (2) 17-6-3 867 6 

5. Minnesota State 21-7-0 779 7 

6. Ohio State 18-6-4 757 5 

7. Clarkson 19-6-3 735 3 

8. North Dakota 12-8-8 606 10 

9. Providence 17-9-4 567 8 

10. Minnesota Duluth 14-13-3 501 9 

11. Northeastern 15-7-5 494 11 

12. Minnesota 16-13-1 491 12 

13. Omaha 14-13-1 366 13 

14. Bowling Green 17-9-6 308 14 

15. Western Michigan 14-13-1 303 15 

16. Penn State 13-12-5 202 17 

17. Wisconsin 14-13-4 194 18 

18. Boston College 13-11-3 138 16 

19. Michigan 13-13-2 128 20 

20. Northern Michigan 18-11-3 127 19 

Others receiving votes: Boston Uni¬ 
versity 44, Maine 37, UMass Lowell 21, 
Harvard 13, Union 9, Bemidji State 4, Mer- 
cyhurst 2, Canisius 1, Quinnipiac 1. 

Monday’s scores 

TOURNAMENT 
Beanpot 
First Round 

Northeastern 3, Boston College 0 
Boston U. 3, Harvard 2, 20T 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with OF George Springer on a two-year 
contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Named Josh 
Bard bench coach, P.J. Pilittere assis¬ 
tant hitting coach, Phil Nevin third base 
coach, Reggie Willits first base coach/ 
outfield instructor, Carlos Mendoza qual¬ 
ity control coach/infield instructor, Jason 
Brown catching coach, Radley Haddad 
coaching assistant/bullpen catcher and 
Brett Weber coaching assistant/instant 
replay coordinator. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with INF Darwin Barney on a minor 
league contract. 

BASKETBALL 

Nationai Basketbaii Association 

BROOKLYN NETS - Traded C Tyler 
Zeller to Milwaukee for G Rashad Vaughn 
and either a 2018 second-round draft 
pick or a 2020 second-round draft pick. 
Women’s Nationai Basketbaii Association 

DALLAS WINGS - Signed C Liz Cam- 
bage. 

WASHINGTON MYSTICS - Signed F De- 
vereaux Peters. Re-signed F Asia Taylor. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

DETROIT LIONS - Named Matt Patri¬ 
cia coach. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Released CB Da¬ 
vid Amerson. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Signed CB De- 
montre Hurst. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled F Marek 
Hrivikfrom Stockton (AHL). 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled 
G Callum Booth from Florida (ECHL) to 
Charlotte (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LOS ANGELES FC - Signed M Mark-An- 
thony Kaye. 

United Soccer League 

SACRAMENTO REPUBLIC - Agreed to 
terms with M Villyan Bijev on a one-year 
contract. 

COLLEGE 

EVANGEL — Reinstated women’s golf 
starting the fall of 2018. Announced 
men’s golf coach Jon Jenkins will coach 
the women’s team. 

SAN JOSE STATE - Promoted Fred 
Guidici to special teams coordinator, Joe 
Bernard! to offensive line coach and run 
game coordinator, Alonzo Carter to run¬ 
ning backs coach and recruiting coordi¬ 
nator, Ryan Gunderson to quarterbacks 
coach and passing game coordinator 
and Derrick Odum to associate head 
coach and defensive coordinator. Named 
Kevin McGiven offensive coordinator, 
Aric Williams defensive backs coach and 
Terry Malley football analyst. 


AP sportlight 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through Feb. 4 
FedExCup Season Points 

1, Patton Kizzire, 1,246.590. 2, Jon 
Rahm, 907.850.3, Brendan Steele, 811.556. 
4, Pat Perez, 760.833. 5, Gary Woodland, 
749.875. 6, Austin Cook, 721.443. 7, Dustin 
Johnson, 718.333. 8, Justin Thomas, 
688.125. 9, Brian Harman, 630.306. 10, Ja¬ 
son Day, 630.250. 

Scoring Average 

1, Dustin Johnson, 68.744. 2, Justin 
Rose, 68.984. 3, Rickie Fowler, 69.496. 4, 
Chesson Hadley, 69.510.5, Patton Kizzire, 
69.700. 6, Zach Johnson, 69.706. 7, Matt 
Kuchar, 69.716. 8, Chez Reavie, 69.721. 9, 
Webb Simpson, 69.724. 10, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 69.732. 

Driving Distance 

1, Tony Finau, 329.1. 2, Trey Mullinax, 
320.4. 3, Jason Day, 319.9. 4, Kevin Tway, 
319.5.5, Luke List, 317.8.6, Bubba Watson, 
316.6. 7, Justin Rose, 316.5. 8, Graham De- 
Laet, 315.9.9, Ryan Palmer, 315.6.10, Gary 
Woodland, 313.9. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Branden Grace, 77.98%. 2, Ken Duke, 
75.60%. 3, Pat Perez, 75.00%. 4, Poom 
Saksansin, 74.11%. 5, Rafa Cabrera Bello, 
73.21%. 6, Ryan Armour, 72.83%. 7, John 
Oda, 72.62%. 8, Brian Stuard, 72.58%. 
9, Chez Reavie, 72.10%. 10, K.J. Choi, 
71.8r' 

1, Jordan Spieth, 8f.67%. 2, Rafa Ca¬ 
brera Bello, 78.70%. 3, Poom Saksansin, 
77.78%. 4, Kevin Streelman, 77.60%. 5, Pat 
Perez, 76.67%. 6, Branden Grace, 75.46%. 
7, Bryson DeChambeau, 75.25%. 8, Billy 
Horschel, 75.21%. 9, 3 tied with 75.00%. 

Total Driving 

1, Jason Day, 30. 2, Byeong Hun An, 37. 

3, Keegan Bradley, 57. 4, Ollie Schnieder- 
jans, 82. 5, Ryan Palmer, 88. 6, Emiliano 
Grille, 92. 7, Bronson Burgeon, 96. 8, Bud 
Cauley, 98. 9, Sam Ryder, 100. 10, Gary 
Woodland, 101. 

SG: Putting 

1, Daisuke Kataoka, 1.623. 2, Graeme 
McDowell, 1.316. 3, Kevin Kisner, 1.307. 

4, Matt Kuchar, 1.290. 5, Pat Perez, 1.283. 
6, Phil Mickelson, 1.192. 7, J.B. Holmes, 
1.141. 8, Gary Woodland, 1.090. 9, Jason 
Dufner, 1.089.10, Whee Kim, 1.052. 

Birdie Average 

1, Dustin Johnson, 5.63. 2, Pat Perez, 
4.90. 3, Justin Rose, 4.88. 4, Jon Rahm, 
4.85. 5, Jason Day, 4.83. 6, Phil Mickelson, 
4.79. 7, Ollie Schniederjans, 4.75. 8, Kevin 
Kisner, 4.69. 9, Justin Thomas, 4.65. 10, 2 
tied with 4.63. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Dustin Johnson, 48.0.2, Justin Thom¬ 
as, 51.4. 3 (tie), Charley Hoffman and 
Ryan Palmer, 63.0.5 (tie), Cameron Percy 
and Keegan Bradley, 66.0. 7, Rory Sabba- 
tini, 66.9. 8, 4 tied with 72.0. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Poom Saksansin, 100.00%. 2, Daisuke 
Kataoka, 87.50%. 3, Paul Casey, 70.59%. 4 
(tie), Aaron Baddeley and David Lipsky, 
70.00%. 6, Brandt Snedeker, 68.00%. 7, 5 

tied with 66.67%. 

All-Around Ranking 

1, Dustin Johnson, 186. 2, Justin Thom¬ 
as, 233. 3, Rickie Fowler, 277. 4, Brendan 
Steele, 358. 5, Chesson Hadley, 365. 6, 
Alex Noren, 383. 7, Ollie Schniederjans, 
400. 8, Cameron Smith, 426. 9, Kevin Kis¬ 
ner, 438. 10, Brian Harman, 447. 


Feb. 7 

1882 — John L. Sullivan wins the world 
heavyweight bare-knuckle title by beat¬ 
ing Paddy Ryan in a nine-round bout in 
Mississippi City, Miss. 

1949 — Joe DiMaggio signs his con¬ 
tract with the New York Yankees, mak¬ 
ing him the first baseball player to earn 
$100,000 per year. 

1969 — Diana Crump becomes the first 
female Jockey to race at a U.S. pari-mutu¬ 
el track. She rode her first mount to 10th 
place in afield of 12 in Hialeah, Fla. 

1970 — Pete Maravich scores 69 points, 
including 47 in the second half, to set a 
NCAA record, but LSU loses to Alabama 
106-104. 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

At Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
vs. Cristian Mijares, 12, for Berchelt’s 
WBC Junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title; Egidijus Kavaliauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
lily, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 
title. 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 
12, welterweights; David Benavidez vs. 
Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC 
World super middleweight title. 

Feb. 22 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Joseph Diaz, Jr. vs. Victor Ter¬ 
razas, 12, for Diaz’s NABO featherweight 
title. 

Feb. 24 

At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Wisak- 
sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 
12, for Wangek’s WBC World super fly¬ 
weight title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWil¬ 
liams Arroyo, 10, Junior bantamweights; 
Brian Viloria vs. Artem Dalakian, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World flyweight title. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 
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Pistons center Andre Drummond, left, prepares to swat the ball away from Trail Blazers center Zach 
Collins during the first half of Monday’s game in Detroit. Drummond finished with 17 points. 

Roundup 


Pistons win fourth straight 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Stan Van Gundy 
worried over the weekend that 
the Detroit Pistons were becom¬ 
ing too reliant on Blake Griffin. 

That wasn’t a problem Monday 
night. 

Andre Drummond had 17 points 
and 17 rebounds, and the Pistons 
beat the Portland Trail Blazers 
111-91 for their fourth straight 
victory. Detroit had 36 assists on 
44 field goals and had six players 
with at least 12 points. 

“I didn’t really think we moved 
the ball that much at the start of 
the game, but then we really got it 
going,” said Van Gundy, Detroit’s 
coach. “The best part is that you 
look how many guys got involved 
— it wasn’t just one or two guys 
with a bunch. Once you start mov¬ 
ing the ball, it gets contagious.” 

Detroit has won three in a row 
with Griffin in the lineup after ac¬ 
quiring him in a trade last week. 
Following a win over Miami on 
Saturday, Van Gundy said the 
Pistons might be playing through 
Griffin too much. He still led De¬ 
troit in scoring Monday, but the 
Pistons had plenty of threats. 

“They had one action — dribble 
handoff out of the corner — and 
they kept getting down to the cen¬ 
ter of our defense,” Portland’s 
Damian Lillard said. “Once guys 
get confident and get to making 
shots, it’s hard to stop.” 

The victory pulled the Pistons 


back to .500 and even with Phila¬ 
delphia for the final playoff spot 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Griffin had 21 points, nine re¬ 
bounds and six assists, and did a 
good bit of his offensive damage 
from the perimeter, making three 
three-pointers. Anthony Tolliver 
added 15 points for Detroit, and 
Reggie Bullock and Langston 
Galloway contributed 13 apiece. 

Wizards 111, Pacers 102: 
All-Star guard Bradley Beal 
scored 21 points and Kelly Oubre 
Jr. had 15 to help Washington hold 
on to beat host Indiana. 

The Wizards have won five 
straight overall, all without John 
Wall, and four in a row over the 
Pacers. 

Jazz 133, Pelicans 109: Rod¬ 
ney Hood scored 30 points in his 
second game back from a lower 
leg bruise and surging Utah ex¬ 
tended its winning streak to six 
with a victory over host New 
Orleans. 

Ricky Rubio had 20 points 
and 11 assists, and Rudy Gobert 
added 19 points and 10 rebounds 
for the Jazz, who made 14 of 21 
three-point attempts and shot 
58.4 percent (52-for-89) overall 
their highest-scoring game this 
season. 

Magic 111, Heat 109: Mario 
Hezonja scored 20 points, Jona¬ 
than Simmons made the tiebreak¬ 
ing dunk with 1:31 remaining, 
and Orlando beat host Miami. 

The Heat appeared to tie the 


game after Tyler Johnson was 
credited with a basket when Or¬ 
lando’s Bismack Biyombo was 
called for goaltending with 2.8 
seconds remaining. A video re¬ 
view overturned the call. 

Nuggets 121, Hornets 104: 
Gary Harris scored 27 points, 
Nikola Jokic had 15 points and 16 
rebounds, and host Denver beat 
Charlotte. 

Will Barton and Jamal Mur¬ 
ray scored 18 apiece for Denver, 
which had seven players in dou¬ 
ble figures. Murray played 34 
minutes and attempted a game- 
high 15 shots while playing with 
a bruised right thigh sustained 
Saturday against Golden State. 

Clippers 104, Mavericks 101: 
Danilo Gallinari had 28 points, in¬ 
cluding the go-ahead free throws 
with 24 seconds left, and host Los 
Angeles scored the last 13 points 
of the game to rally past Dallas. 

On a night when his last name 
was misspelled on the back of 
his jersey, Dallas forward Dirk 
Nowitzki became the sixth player 
in NBA history to reach 50,000 
career minutes. Nowitzki finished 
with 12 points, but the Mavericks 
failed to score in the final 4:42. 

Kings 104, Bulls 98: Bogdan 
Bogdanovic made a tiebreaking 
three-pointer with 52 seconds 
remaining and host Sacramento 
overcame a dismal start with a 
strong finish to beat Chicago. 

The Kings scored just nine 
points in the first quarter. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 39 15 .722 - 

Toronto 36 16 .692 2 

Philadelphia 25 25 .500 12 

New York 23 31 .426 16 

Brooklyn 19 35 .352 20 

Southeast Division 

Washington 31 22 .585 - 

Miami 29 25 .537 2'h 

Charlotte 23 30 .434 8 

Orlando 16 36 .308 14'/2 

Atlanta 16 37 .302 15 

Centrai Division 

Cleveland 30 21 .588 - 

Milwaukee 29 23 .558 V/z 

Indiana 30 25 .545 2 

Detroit 26 26 .500 4'/2 

Chicago 18 35 .340 13 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 38 13 .745 - 

San Antonio 34 21 .618 6 

New Orleans 28 25 .528 11 

Memphis 18 34 .346 20'/2 

Dallas 17 37 .315 22y2 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 34 22 .607 - 

Oklahoma City 30 24 .556 3 

Denver 29 25 .537 4 

Portland 29 25 .537 4 

Utah 25 28 .472 7'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 41 12 .774 - 

LA. Clippers 27 25 .519 13'/2 

L.A. Lakers 21 31 .404 19V2 

Phoenix 18 36 .333 23'/2 

Sacramento 17 36 .321 24 

Monday’s gi 
111, Portland 
Washington 111, Indiana 102 
Orlando 111, Miami 109 
Utah 133, New Orleans 109 
Denver 121, Charlotte 104 
Sacramento 104, Chicago 98 
L.A. Clippers 104, Dallas 101 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Orlando 
Boston at Toronto 
Houston at Brooklyn 
Memphis at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at New York 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Detroit 
Houston at Miami 
Indiana at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Cleveland 
Utah at Memphis 
San Antonio at Phoenix 

Thursday’s games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
New York at Toronto 
Boston at Washington 
Charlotte at Portland 
Dallas at Golden State 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Nuggets 121, Hornets 104 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 1-3 0-0 2, 
Kaminsky 4-8 0-2 9, Howard 9-11 1-5 19, 
Walker 6-13 5-6 20, Batum 5-11 2-4 15, Ba¬ 
con 0-0 0-0 0, O’Bryant III 0-2 0-0 0, Zeller 

2- 3 4-4 8, Carter-Williams 3-6 0-0 6, Monk 
0-2 0-0 0, Stone 0-0 0-0 0, Graham 4-7 0-0 
11, Lamb 5-11 3-3 14. Totals 39-77 15-24 
104. 

DENVER - Barton 7-10 2-2 18, Chandler 

1- 4 0-0 2, Jokic 5-11 3-3 15, Murray 7-15 0-0 
18, Harris 9-13 4-5 27, Hernangomez 0-0 
0-0 0, Lyles 4-8 1-2 11, Arthur 4-5 0-0 10, 
Mudiay 5-7 1-112, Beasley 1-2 0-0 2, Craig 

3- 6 0-0 6. Totals 46-81 11-13 121. 

Charlotte 25 37 22 20-104 

Denver 36 27 34 24-121 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 11-26 
(Graham 3-4, Walker 3-6, Batum 3-7, Ka¬ 
minsky 1-3, Lamb 1-4, Carter-Williams 
0-1, Monk 0-1), Denver 18-34 (Harris 5-7, 
Murray 4-8, Barton 2-3, Arthur 2-3, Jokic 

2- 4, Lyles 2-4, Mudiay 1-1, Beasley 0-1, 
Chandler 0-1, Craig 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Charlotte 36 (Zeller 
10), Denver 41 (Jokic 16). Assists—Char¬ 
lotte 21 (Batum 5), Denver 30 (Barton 

8). Total Fouls—Charlotte 16, Denver 15. 
A-14,410 (19,155). 

Pistons 111, Trail Blazers 91 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-5 0-0 6, Aminu 

3- 11 2-2 9, Nurkic 5-10 0-0 10, Lillard 8-17 
3-3 20, McCollum 6-15 0-0 14, Layman 2-4 
0-1 5, Swanigan 1-2 0-0 2, Vonleh 0-1 0-0 0, 
Davis 2-5 0-0 4, Collins 1-8 0-0 2, Leonard 
0-0 0-0 0, Napier 3-12 0-0 8, Connaughton 
3-4 2-2 11. Totals 37-94 7-8 91. 

DETROIT - S.Johnson 3-10 1-2 8, Grif¬ 
fin 9-20 0-0 21, Drummond 7-12 3-4 17, 
Smith 3-8 1-1 7, Bullock 4-8 2-3 13, Ellens- 
on 0-1 0-0 0, Tolliver 6-9 0-0 15, Reed 1-1 
0-0 2, Galloway 5-8 0-0 13, Felder 0-2 0-0 0, 
Kennard 5-7 1-2 12, Hearn 1-1 0-0 3. Totals 
44-87 8-12 111. 

Portland 20 23 24 24- 91 

Detroit 22 27 30 32-111 

Three-point goals—Portland 10-33 
(Connaughton 3-3, Napier 2-6, McCol¬ 
lum 2-6, Layman 1-1, Aminu 1-5, Lillard 

1-5, Swanigan 0-1, Vonleh 0-1, Harkless 
0-2, Collins 0-3), Detroit 15-30 (Bullock 
3-5, Galloway 3-5, Tolliver 3-6, Griffin 
3-7, Hearn 1-1, Kennard 1-2, S.Johnson 
1-3, Felder 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 44 (Aminu 13), Detroit 
51 (Drummond 17). Assists—Portland 
18 (Lillard 5), Detroit 36 (Smith 7). Total 
Fouls—Portland 14, Detroit 14. Techni- 
cals-McCollum. A-13,810 (21,000). 


Clippers 104, Mavericks 101 

DALLAS - Matthews 7-16 2-2 23, 
Nowitzki 4-11 2-2 12, Powell 2-3 4-6 8, 
Smith Jr. 5-17 0-0 12, Ferrell 4-11 0-0 9, 
Kleber 1-4 0-0 3, Mej'ri 2-4 2-2 6, D.Harris 

4-6 6-6 16, Barea 4-8 2-2 12, Jones 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 33-80 18-20 101. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - T.Harris 9-20 0-2 19, 
Gallinari 9-13 6-6 28, Jordan 3-6 0-0 6, Teo- 
dosic 1-6 0-0 3, Bradley 6-10 0-0 12, Dekker 

4-7 0-0 10, Johnson 1-2 0-0 3, Harrell 2-3 
0-0 4, Marjanovic 0-0 0-0 0, Wallace 2-5 0-0 
4, L.Williams 5-15 4-4 15. Totals 42-87 10- 
12 104. 

Dallas 28 27 27 19-101 

L.A. Clippers 32 26 20 26-104 

Three-point goals—Dallas 17-42 (Mat¬ 
thews 7-12, D.Harris 2-3, Barea 2-4, Smith 
Jr. 2-7, Nowitzki 2-7, Kleber 1-3, Ferrell 1-6), 
L.A. 10-27 (Gallinari 4-5, Dekker 2-2, Johnson 
1-2, Teodosic 1-5, T.Harris 1-5, L.Williams 

1- 5, Bradley 0-3). Fouled Out—Smith Jr. 
Rebounds-Dallas 38 (Powell 10), L.A. 39 
(Jordan 13). Assists-Dallas 22 (Smith Jr., 
Matthews, Barea 5), L.A. 28 (L.Williams 8). 
Total Fouls—Dallas 23, L.A. 16. Technicals— 
Barea, Jordan, Harrell. A-15,127 (19,060). 

Kings 104, Buiis 98 

CHICAGO - Holiday 6-10 4-5 20, Portis 
7-19 2-4 18, Lopez 1-5 0-0 2, Grant 1-6 6-6 

9, LaVine 9-18 5-5 27, Zipser 3-10 2-2 10, 
Valentine 5-9 0-0 11, Felicio 0-11-2 1, Arci- 
diacono 0-0 0-0 0, Nwaba 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 
32-80 20-24 98. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 4-7 3-4 11, 
Cauley-Stein 3-7 1-2 7, Randolph 5-13 1-1 
11, Fox 2-7 1-2 5, Bogdanovic 3-9 6-6 15, 
Sampson 4-5 0-0 9, Koufos 2-3 1-3 5, Hill 4- 
9 4-5 14, Carter 2-5 0-0 4, Hield 4-10 0-0 11, 
Temple 4-9 2-2 12. Totals 37-84 19-25 104. 
Chicago 28 27 24 19- 98 

Sacramento 9 32 36 27-104 

Three-point goals—Chicago 14-36 (Holi¬ 
day 4-7, LaVine 4-8, Zipser 2-6, Portis 2-6, 
Valentine 1-4, Grant 1-5), Sacramento 11-32 
(Hield 3-7, Bogdanovic 3-7, Hill 2-4, Temple 

2- 4, Sampson 1-1, Fox 0-1, Carter 0-2, Ran¬ 
dolph 0-3, Jackson 0-3). Rebounds—Chica¬ 
go 46 (Portis 14), Sacramento 45 (Randolph 

9) . Assists—Chicago 20 (Grant 5), Sacra¬ 
mento 22 (Hill 5). Total Fouls—Chicago 
21, Sacramento 17. Technicals—Lopez 2. 
Ejected-Lopez. A-17,583 (17,608). 

Jazz 133, Peiicans 109 

UTAH - Ingles 7-12 0-0 18, Favors 7-11 

3- 4 19, Gobert 7-8 5-5 19, Rubio 8-19 3-4 
20, Mitchell 1-6 0-0 2, McCree 0-1 0-0 0, 
O’Neale 6-7 0-0 13, Jerebko 0-2 0-0 0, Udoh 

1- 2 0-0 2, Neto 2-3 2-2 8, Hood 12-14 2-2 30, 
Johnson 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 52-89 15-17 133. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 5-9 2-2 14, 
Mirotic 2-8 1-2 5, Davis 6-16 3-4 15, Rondo 
7-13 0-2 18, Holiday 13-21 0-1 28, Miller 1- 
3 0-0 2, Diallo 3-6 0-0 6, Okafor 1-2 1-2 3, 
James 0-2 0-0 0, Clark 7-11 0-0 14, Liggins 

2- 2 0-0 4. Totals 47-93 7-13 109. 

Utah 34 36 29 34-133 

New Orleans 23 41 22 23-109 

Three-point goals—Utah 14-21 (Hood 4- 
4, Ingles 4-5, Neto 2-2, Favors 2-2, O’Neale 

1- 1, Rubio 1-3, Jerebko 0-1, Johnson 0-1, 
Mitchell 0-2), New Orleans 8-22 (Rondo 4-6, 
Moore 2-3, Holiday 2-5, Clark 0-2, Davis 0-2, 
Mirotic 0-4). Rebounds—Utah 45 (Gobert 

10) , New Orleans 30 (Davis 11). Assists— 
Utah 29 (Rubio 11), New Orleans 24 (Rondo 
8). Total Fouls-Utah 18, New Orleans 15. 
Technicals-Gobert. A-14,293 (16,867). 

Magic 111, Heat 109 

ORLANDO - Simmons 6-9 2-3 16, He¬ 
zonja 7-14 2-2 20, Biyombo 3-5 3-4 9, Pay- 
ton 3-8 4-4 10, Fournier 6-13 0-0 13, Iwun- 
du 2-3 0-0 5, Speights 4-9 2-2 12, Birch 1-4 
0-0 2, Augustin 6-111-2 16, Mack 2-4 2-2 6, 
Afflalo 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 41-84 16-19 111. 

MIAMI - Winslow 6-10 4-416, Olynyk0- 
0 0-0 0, Whiteside 8-16 3-5 19, Dragic 5-13 

2- 4 13, Richardson 8-13 4-5 20, J.Johnson 
2-5 2-3 6, Mickey 0-0 0-0 0, Adebayo 6-13 
6-8 18, Ellington 0-9 5-5 5, TJohnson 5-14 
0-1 12. Totals 40-93 26-35 109. 

Orlando 26 33 34 18-111 

Miami 35 25 27 22-109 

Three-point goals—Orlando 13-30 (He¬ 
zonja 4-9, Augustin 3-6, Simmons 2-2, Spei¬ 
ghts 2-6, Iwundu 1-1, Fournier 1-4, Payton 
0-1, Afflalo 0-1), Miami 3-23 (TJohnson 2-7, 
Dragic 1-4, J.Johnson 0-1, Richardson 0-1, 
Adebayo 0-2, Ellington 0-8). Rebounds— 
Orlando 39 (Afflalo 6), Miami 53 (White- 
side 14). Assists—Orlando 25 (Payton 7), 
Miami 21 (Dragic 7). Total Fouls—Orlando 
26, Miami 19. Technicals—Fournier, Orlan¬ 
do coach Frank Vogel. A—19,600 (19,600). 

Wizards 111, Pacers 102 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 6-11 0-0 13, 
Morris 5-13 0-0 11, Gortat 5-8 1-1 11, Sa- 
toransky 2-3 1-1 5, Beal 9-16 2-2 21, Oubre 
Jr. 4-9 6-8 15, Scott 5-10 0-0 11, Mahinmi 

4- 4 4-5 12, Frazier 1-2 0-0 2, Meeks 4-6 0-0 

10. Totals 45-82 14-17 111. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 9-15 6-7 29, 
TYoung 3-10 0-1 7, Turner 2-5 2-2 6, Jo¬ 
seph 2-7 3-4 7, Stephenson 4-14 4-6 13, 
Moore 0-0 0-0 0, Jefferson 4-7 0-1 8, Sabo- 
nis 7-12 1-3 15, J.Young 6-10 0-1 17. Totals 
37-80 16-25 102. 

Washington 28 30 28 25-111 

Indiana 23 26 25 28-102 

Three-point goals—Washington 7-25 
(Meeks 2-4, Scott 1-3, Oubre Jr. 1-4, Beal 
1-4, Morris 1-5, Porter Jr. 1-5), Indiana 12- 
29 (Bogdanovic 5-7, J.Young 5-8, TYoung 
1-2, Stephenson 1-7, Sabonis 0-2, Joseph 
0-3). Fouled Out—Mahinmi. Rebounds— 
Washington 43 (Morris lo), Indiana 35 
(Stephenson 9). Assists—Washington 29 
(Frazier, Satoransky 6), Indiana 19 (Ste¬ 
phenson 6). Total Fouls—Washington 
23, Indiana 18. Technicals—Washington 
coach Wizards (Defensive three second), 
Scott. A-13,169 (18,500). 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL 


Mountaineers 
edge Sooners 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla. — Finally, 
West Virginia looked like a Bob 
Huggins-coached team. 

Lament West scored 17 points, 
and the 19th-ranked Mountain¬ 
eers survived a 32-point night 
from Oklahoma’s Trae Young to 
escape with a 75-73 win over the 
17th-ranked Sooners on Monday 
night. 

The Mountaineers had lost five 
of seven, but they found their 
groove by playing the solid de¬ 
fense they have become known 
for against an Oklahoma team 
that had averaged 97.5 points per 
game at home. 

“That’s how we have played all 
year until we got into that stretch 
where, for whatever reason, we 
quit taking chances, we quit trying 
to make things happen with our 
defense,” Huggins said. “We have 
got to make things happen with 
our defense to be successful.” 

Esa Ahmad and Sagaba Konate 
each scored 14 and Jevon Carter 
added 10 points, eight assists and 

Top 25 this week 


six steals for the Mountaineers 
(18-6, 7-4 Big 12), who swept the 
regular-season series and moved 
within a half-game of conference 
co-leaders Kansas and Texas 
Tech. 

Young, the freshman who leads 
the nation in scoring and assists, 
had just one assist as the Moun¬ 
taineers chose to focus on slowing 
his teammates. 

Huggins said Carter had some¬ 
thing to do with it, too. 

“The guy that guarded him is 
pretty good,” Huggins said. “He’s 
not going to play against anybody 
better than the guy who guarded 
him today.” 

Young said he was ill, but he 
still played 36 minutes. 

“You’ve got to play through it,” 
he said. “I wasn’t feeling very 
good, but I mean. I’m not going to 
make any excuses. It’s the nature 
of basketball. I have to go out there 
and compete and give it my all.” 

Brady Manek scored 12 points 
and Khadeem Lattin had 13 re¬ 
bounds and four blocks for the 
Sooners (16-7, 6-5). 


Purdue-Michigan St. 
headlines schedule 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Super 
Bowl and NFL season are past. 
Now it’s time for college bas¬ 
ketball to take the stage for its 
stretch run. 

And perhaps perfectly timed, 
the coming week offers plenty of 
big matchups for teams in the AP 
Top 25. 

It starts with third-ranked Pur¬ 
due, which owns the nation’s lon¬ 
gest winning streak and faces two 
ranked opponents — including a 
trip to fourth-ranked Michigan 
State for the week’s biggest game. 
There’s also the latest renewal of 
the Duke-North Carolina rivalry, 
as well as interesting storylines 
surrounding two matchups for 
top-ranked Villanova. 

Let’s take a look at what’s ahead 
for teams in Monday’s latest poll: 

Purdue’s tests 

The Boilermakers can seize almost 
unshakeable control of the Big Ten. 

Purdue (23-2, 12-0) first hosts No. 
14 Ohio State (20-5, 11-1) on Wednes¬ 
day night, then visits the Spartans (22- 
3, 10-2) on Saturday. Both are the only 
matchups of the season between the 
teams. 

Purdue has won 19 straight games 
since a two-day hiccup in the Battle 4 
Atlantis tournament in the Bahamas. 


Hello again 

It’s time for the latest renewal of the 
rivalry series between nearby neighbors 
Duke and UNO — and neither team 
comes into Thursday’s game in Chapel 
Hill with a particularly good vibe. 

Ninth-ranked Duke (19-4, 7-3 Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference) is coming off a 
loss to a St. John’s team that started 0- 
11 in the Big East. Worse, Hall of Fame 
coach Mike Krzyzewski offered a harsh 
critique of a performance he described 
as “disgusting" and not up to the sto¬ 
ried program’s standards. 

As for the No. 21 Tar Heels (17-7, 6- 
5), they snapped their first three-game 
losing streak since 2014 by beating up 
on Pittsburgh. 

Villanova’s week 

The top-ranked Wildcats (22-1, 9-1 
Big East) have two interesting match¬ 
ups. First comes Wednesday at home 
against St. John’s, which will aim to 
carry over momentum from a weekend 
upset of Duke in New York. Then comes 
Saturday’s home game against Butler 
for the chance to avenge their only loss. 

Ranked matchups 

The week’s other matchups of ranked 
teams include No. 15 Tennessee car¬ 
rying a five-game winning streak into 
Rupp Arena to face No. 24 Kentucky 
on Tuesday. And on Saturday, No. 11 
St. Mary’s hosts No. 12 Gonzaga in a 
key West Coast Conference matchup. 



Jason Franson, The Canadian Press/AP 


Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, left, is scored on 
by the Oilers’ Connor McDavid during second period Monday in 
Edmonton, Alberta. McDavid finished the game with four goals. 

NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 53 36 14 3 75 189 140 

Boston 50 31 11 8 70 164 121 

Toronto 55 31 19 5 67 179 154 

Florida 50 22 22 6 50 143 163 

Detroit 51 21 22 8 50 134 151 

Montreal 53 22 25 6 50 139 164 

Ottawa 51 17 25 9 43 132 176 

Buffalo 52 14 29 9 37 117 171 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 52 30 17 5 65 162 152 

New Jersey 51 27 16 8 62 154 151 

Pittsburgh 54 29 22 3 61 164 162 

Columbus 52 27 21 4 58 137 147 

N.Y. Islanders 54 26 22 6 58 181 197 

Philadelphia 52 24 19 9 57 150 154 

Carolina 53 24 21 8 56 143 162 

N.Y. Rangers 53 25 23 5 55 156 162 

Western Conference 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

St.Louis 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Central Division 
GP W L OT 

51 32 12 7 

53 31 13 9 

54 32 19 3 

54 31 19 4 


Pts GF GA 

71 161 131 
71 172 140 
67 153 134 
66 167 140 
61 153 150 

60 164 149 
56 153 145 

74 177 140 
64 152 142 

61 148 126 
60 147 149 
60 151 156 
50 144 163 
48 137 168 
33 119 182 


52 28 

51 28 19 4 

52 24 20 8 

Pacific Division 
52 35 13 4 

52 28 16 8 

Los Angeles 52 28 19 5 

'-algary 52 26 18 8 

..naheim 54 25 19 10 

Edmonton 51 23 24 4 

Vancouver 52 21 25 6 

Arizona 52 12 31 9 _ 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Toronto 7, Anaheim 4 
Nashville 5, N.Y. Islanders 4, OT 
Dallas 2, N.Y. Rangers 1 
Edmonton 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Tuesday’s games 
Vegas at Pittsburgh 
Anaheim at Buffafo 
Washington at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
New Jersey at Ottawa 
Boston at Detroit 
Vancouver at Florida 
Minnesota at St. Louis 
Arizona at Winnipeg 
Calgary at Chicago 
San Jose at Colorado 

Wednesday’s games 
Nashville at Toronto 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 
Edmonton at Los Angeles 
Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo 
Calgary at New Jersey 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Nashville at Ottawa 
Vancouver at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Minnesota 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Dallas at Chicago 
Vegas at San Jose 

Monday 

Stars 2, Rangers 1 

N.Y. Rangers 1 0 0-1 

Dallas 0 11-2 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Deshar- 
lais 6 (Lettieri, Miller), 17:55. 

Second Period—2, Dallas, Seguin 26 
(Spezza, Radulov), 14:44. 

Third Period-3, Dallas, Hanzal 5 
(Honka, Lindell), 4:05 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 9-12-11— 
32. Dallas 21-13-7-41. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang- 
irsOofS; Dallas 1 of 5. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 21- 
16-4 (41 shots-39 saves). Dallas, Bishop 
22-14-3 (32-31). 

A-17,543 (18,532). T-2:32. 


Predators 5, Islanders 4 (OT) 

Nashville 2 11 1-5 

N.Y. Islanders 3 10 0-4 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Tavares 
27 (Lee, Bailey), 4:55 (pp). 2, Nashville, 
Fiala 16 (Smith, Turris), 11:59. 3, Nash¬ 
ville, Fiala 17 (Ellis, Bonino), 13:27. 4, N.Y. 
Islanders, Pulock 5 (Nelson, Ladd), 14:05. 
5, N.Y. Islanders, Cizikas 6 (Chimera), 
17:03. 

Second Period—6 , N.Y. Islanders, Led- 
dy 8 (Nelson, Ladd), 3:39. 7, Nashville, 
Jarnkrok 12 (Hartnell, Ekholm), 16:25. 

Third Period—8 , Nashville, Johansen 6 
(Subban, Arvidsson), 19:17. 

Overtime—9, Nashvi I le, Josi 9 (Bonino), 
3:42. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 18-19-6-4- 
47. N.Y. Islanders 11-9-7-1-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 4. 

Goalies-Nashville, Rinne 27-8-3 (28 
shots-24 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 16- 
15-4 (47-42). 

A-10,217 (15,795). T-2:35. 

Maple Leafs 7 , Ducks 4 

Anaheim 0 3 1—4 

Toronto 1 3 3—7 

First Period—1, Toronto, Matthews 24 
(Hyman, Nylander), 6:32. 

Second Period—2, Anaheim, Getzlaf 7 
(Perry, Rakell), 0:43. 3, Toronto, Nylander 
11 (Gardiner), 5:52. 4, Anaheim, Rakell 20 
(Perry, Getzlaf), 8:23. 5, Anaheim, Kase 
13 (Perry, Silfverberg), 11:06 (pp). 6, To¬ 
ronto, Marner 10 (van Riemsdyk, Kadri), 
15:28 (pp). 7, Toronto, Komarov 5 (Gar¬ 
diner, Kadri), 17:40. 

Third Period—8 , Anaheim, Rakell 21 
(Perry, Manson), 2:07.9, Toronto, Nyland¬ 
er 12 (Gardiner), 3:28. 10, Toronto, Mat¬ 
thews 25 (Kapanen), 16:49. 11, Toronto, 
Hyman 11 (C.Brown, Matthews), 19:06. 

Shots on Goai—Anaheim 16-14-14—44. 
Toronto 15-9-16—40. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 1 
of 3; Toronto 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Miller 6-4-5 (39 
shots-33 saves). Toronto, McElhinney 6- 
4-0 (16-15), Andersen 25-15-4 (28-25). 

A-19,055 (18,819). T-2:39. 

Oilers 6, Lightning 2 

Tampa Bay 1 0 1—2 

Edmonton 2 2 2—6 

First Period—1, Edmonton, McDavid 

18 (Klefbom, Strome), 1:48 (pp). 2, Tampa 
Bay, Killorn 8 (Gourde), 9:42. 3, Edmon¬ 
ton, DraisaitI 13 (McDavid, Strome), 17:24 
(pp). 

Second Period—4, Edmonton, McDavid 

19 (Benning, DraisaitI), 2:33.5, Edmonton, 
Pakarinen 1 (Slepyshev, Letestu), 12:59. 

Third Period—6 , Tampa Bay, Gourde 
19 (Johnson), 1:54 (pp). 7, Edmonton, Mc¬ 
David 20, 6:55. 8, Edmonton, McDavid 21 
(Cammalleri, DraisaitI), 13:49. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 11-4-19— 
34. Edmonton 13-13-9-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 1 of 3; Edmonton 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 31- 
10-2 (26 shots-22 saves), Domingue 2-7-0 
(9-7). Edmonton, Talbot 19-17-2 (34-32). 
A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:26. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Monday, Feb. 5 


GP G A PTS 


Nikita Kucherov, TB 53 27 2 
Phil Kessel, PIT 54 23 A 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 49 24 3 
Connor McDavid, EDM 51 21 A 
Jakub Voracek, PHI — -- - 

Evgeni Malkin, PIT 
Steven Stamkos, TB 
John Tavares, NYI 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 
Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Claude Giroux, PHI 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Josh Bailey, NYI 


52 10 E 
50 29 3 

53 19 A 

54 27 3 
52 16 A 
54 17 A 

52 15 A 

53 14 A 
50 13 A 


NHL roundup 

McDavid 
lights up 
Lightning 

Associated Press 

EDMONTON, Alberta — Con¬ 
nor McDavid scored four goals 
and added an assist, and the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers knocked off the 
top team in the NHL, defeating 
the Tampa Bay Lightning 6-2 on 
Monday night. 

Leon DraisaitI and liro Pak¬ 
arinen also scored for the Oilers, 
who have gone 5-1-1 in their last 
seven. 

Alex Killorn and Yanni Gourde 
scored for the Lightning, who fell 
to 5-3 on their eight-game road 
trip. 

McDavid opened the scor¬ 
ing 1:48 into the first with a 
rare power-play goal. He tipped 
a Ryan Strome point shot past 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasi¬ 
levskiy. Edmonton was O-for-17 in 
their previous eight games with 
the man advantage. 

Predators 5, Islanders 4 (OT): 
Ryan Johansen scored the tying 
goal in the final minute of regula¬ 
tion, and Roman Josi scored the 
winner 3:42 into overtime to rally 
visiting Nashville. 

Kevin Fiala had two goals, and 
Calle Jarnkrok and Ryan Johan¬ 
sen also scored for Nashville, 
which improved to 9-1-2 in its last 
12 games. Pekka Rinne stopped 
24 shots. 

On the winner, Nick Bonino 
sent a saucer pass across the front 
to Josi, who tapped it into the open 
net with Islanders goalie Jaroslav 
Halak out of position. 

Stars 2 , Rangers 1: Martin 
Hanzal returned from injured re¬ 
serve and scored the game-win¬ 
ning goal in host Dallas’ victory 
over slumping New York. 

On the power play, Hanzal 
skated across the goalmouth and 
tipped in Julius Honka’s shot from 
the right point to break a 1-all tie 
4:05 into the third period. Hanzal 
missed the previous five games 
because of a strained muscle in 
his lower body. 

The Stars’ third straight win 
moved them within one point of 
St. Louis for third place in the 
Central Division. The Rangers, 
who have lost six of seven, are 
last in the rugged Metropolitan 
Division. 

Maple Leafs 7, Ducks 4: Wil¬ 
liam Nylander scored twice, in¬ 
cluding the tiebreaking goal early 
in the third period, and host To¬ 
ronto beat Anaheim. 

Auston Matthews also had two 
goals for the Maple Leafs. Mitch 
Marner, Leo Komarov and Zach 
Hyman scored one apiece, but the 
win might have come at a cost. 

Toronto starting goaltender 
Frederik Andersen left at 6:15 of 
the second period after he was 
struck in the head by Corey Per¬ 
ry’s left skate. 

Andersen stopped 25 of 28 
shots before being replaced by 
backup Curtis McElhinney, who 
improved to 6-4 this season. 
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Eagles fans ready 
to revel in parade 


s 1 
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Matt Rourke/AP 


Philadelphia Eagles fans celebrate the team's victory in Super Bowl 
Lll late Sunday night in downtown Philadelphia. 


By Dan Gelston 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Kevin 
Hart fessed up he was tipsy when 
he tried to crash the Super Bowl 
stage and celebrate with his 
hometown Philadelphia Eagles 
when they hoisted the Lombardi 
Trophy. The pint-sized funnyman 
ran into a no-nonsense security 
guard who refused to allow Hart, 
wearing an Eagles letterman’s 
jacket, access to the stage that 
was set up on the field. 

Unlike the Eagles, Hart’s Super 
Bowl celebration would have to be 
held elsewhere. 

“To all the kids out there, I just 
want to say don’t drink. When 
alcohol is in your system, you do 
dumb stuff,” he later said on an 
Instagram video. 

Hart, the Grammy-nominat- 
ed star, would have fit in fine in 
Philly. 

Unruly Eagles fans climbed 
light poles, took trust falls off a 
hotel canopy, flipped cars, busted 
store windows and even streaked 
down city streets shortly after 
their team won the Super Bowl. 

It was time to party. 

Eagles fans are just getting 
started. 

The city announced that the 
Super Bowl parade will be Thurs¬ 
day, starting at 11 a.m. on Broad 
Street near the stadium. It will 
move north along the city’s main 
thoroughfare, past City Hall and 
finish at the art museum’s “Rocky 
Steps.” The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice says Thursday will be mostly 
sunny with a high of 34 degrees. 
Rain and snow are expected in 
the city Wednesday. 

Beer bashes and drunken rev¬ 
elry are in the forecast for the 
parade. 


Eagles fans had suffered 
through five decades — through 
Buddy, Reggie and T.O. — with¬ 
out a Super Bowl championship 
and they want this celebration to 
go down as one to remember. 

That is, if they can remember, 
in the wake of an alcohol-fueled 
stupor. 

Revelers along the parade route 
will be able to indulge in free Bud 
Light at two dozen bars, thanks to 
a promise the beer maker made 
to Eagles offensive tackle Lane 
Johnson before the season. 

Revelers shot off fireworks, 
drivers beeped their horns and 
Philadelphians young and old de¬ 
scended Sunday night on Broad 
Street, the main thoroughfare 
that last hosted a mgjor champi¬ 
onship parade in 2008 

Eagles fans are expected 
to stuff city streets in record 
numbers. The Flyers have long 
claimed more than 2 million fans 
went wild down Broad each year 
for the 1974 and 1975 Stanley 
Cup-winning teams. Sixers fans 
mobbed the streets for Dr. J and 
the 1983 NBA champion 76ers. 

And Phillies star outfielder Pat 
Burrell led a championship pro¬ 
cession in 2008, riding a horse- 
drawn carriage and pumping 
his fists down Broad. Next came 
eight flatbed trucks filled with 
waving players and other mem¬ 
bers of the Phillies organization, 
including the Phanatic. 

Throngs in Phillies gear packed 
downtown sidewalks, making 
them almost impassable. Fans 
climbed trees, hung out of win¬ 
dows, watched from balconies, 
carried stepladders and stood on 
roofs to get a better view. 

The Eagles are perhaps the 
city’s greatest passion, and the 
outpouring of support came in 


more forms than simply pouring 
one out. Grown men cried and 
hugged their fathers. Families 
bundled up and hit the streets 
to bang pots and pans and share 
the championship together. Some 
fans carried signs with names 
of loved ones no longer here in 
tribute for those who never got to 
cherish a Super Bowl title before 
death. 

“I moved here in ’94. I didn’t 
have a team back home (Louis¬ 
ville). The Eagles were my adopt¬ 
ed team,” said 41-year-old Eagles 


fan Rob Ballenger. “This city has 
an underdog culture and to rise 
above it right now is amazing. 
This city is at a turning point in 
so many ways. 

“I made 100 new friends at the 
bar (Grace Tavern). Philly fans 
sometimes get a negative slant in 
the media, a negative reputation. 
But these are the best fans in the 
world, the most passionate.” 

They’ll finally get their chance 
Thursday to celebrate the cham¬ 
pion Eagles as one city, united in 
green. 


IOC split 
over rule 
banning 
Russians 

By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — IOC President Thomas 
Bach called it “a lively and spir¬ 
ited debate.” 

That’s an understatement. 

With the Winter Olympics set 
to open in only three days, Bach 
faced a barrage of criticism — 
and entrenched support — from 
roughly 100 International Olym¬ 
pic Committee members on Tues¬ 
day over the decision to exclude 
many Russian athletes from the 
Pyeongchang Games. 

Two members — Richard 
Pound and Gerardo Werthein 
— got into a nasty exchange on 
the floor of the spacious meeting 
room, rare in the genteel tradi¬ 
tions of the Olympic body. 

Pound is the IOC’s longest-serv¬ 
ing member, and he was among 
more than a dozen to air views 
in what he called “the matter of 
Russian doping activities.” Pound 
is also the former president of 
WADA, the world body charged 
with policing doping in sports. 

“I believe that in the collective 
mind of a significant portion of 
the world, and among the athletes 
of the world, the IOC has not only 
failed to protect athletes, but has 
made it possible for cheating ath¬ 
letes to prevail against the clean 
athletes,” Pound said, describing 
the IOC’s world as a “comfortable 
cocoon.” 

“We talk more than we walk,” 
Pound added. “The athletes and 
the public at large ... no longer 
have confidence that their in¬ 
terests are being protected. Our 
commitment to both is in serious 
doubt. With respect, I don’t think 
we can talk our way out of this 
problem.” 

Werthein jumped in, siding 
with Bach and going directly 
after Pound with the other 100 
members listening. 

“For some reason if Mr. Pound 
doesn’t agree, then it’s wrong,” 
Werthein said. “We have to un¬ 
derstand that this is not Mr. 
Pound’s organization. But this is 
the IOC.” 

Werthein went on, calling what 
some of what Pound says “very 
unfair.” 

“He makes statements that 
create an environment of doubt,” 
Werthein added. “In one way it 
discredits the work that is being 
done in the IOC.” 

The contentious issue of the 
Russian ban, and the way it was 
handled by the IOC, threatens 
to overshadow the games them¬ 
selves with 3,000 athletes expect¬ 
ed to compete. 

The IOC will hope to shift the 
focus to good news as North Ko¬ 
rean and South Korean athletes 
compete alongside each other 
under a symbolic deal aimed at 
easing tension on the Korean 
peninsula. 


Briefly 

Colts hire Patriots OC McDaniels as coach 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — The Indianapolis Colts 
have hired Josh McDaniels as their coach. 

The hiring of the New England Patriots’ of¬ 
fensive coordinator was announced Tuesday 
on the Colts’ Twitter account. It comes a little 
more than three weeks after word leaked the 
sides were close to a deal. 

Contract terms were not immediately avail¬ 
able. A news conference has been scheduled 
for Wednesday. 

McDaniels was New England’s offensive 
coordinator the past five years. NFL rules 
prohibited the Colts from making the hiring 
official until the Patriots’ season ended. New 
England lost 41-33 to Philadelphia in Sunday’s 
Super Bowl. 

Gronk’s house robbed last week 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Police say the 
home of New England Patriots tight end Rob 
Gronkowski was robbed while he was away at 
the Super Bowl. 


Foxborough Police Chief William Baker 
confirmed Tuesday morning that his depart¬ 
ment is investigating a burglary at Gronkows- 
ki’s home. 

He said officers responded to the home just 
after 6 p.m. Monday. 

Baker said “out of respect for Mr. Gronkows- 
ki’s privacy and because this is an active and 
dynamic criminal investigation we’re not 
going to be releasing any information right 
now about what was stolen and whether any 
suspects exist.” 

But according to a Broadcastify.com re¬ 
cording of a call between responding officers 
and dispatch, a dispatcher says “multiple safes 
and possible guns” were taken. 

Military doing Olympic security 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — South 
Korean authorities deployed 900 military 
personnel at the Pyeongchang Olympics on 
Tuesday after the security force was depleted 
by an outbreak of norovirus. 


Games organizers said 32 workers are being 
treated for norovirus in quarantine, including 
21 from the Civil Security Staff 

About 1,200 people working security were 
being kept in their rooms while being tested 
for norovirus. 

Source: Mets sign Frazier 

NEW YORK — Free agent third baseman 
Todd Frazier is switching sides close to home, 
set to join the New York Mets and take over 
a spot that’s been in flux since David Wright 
got injured. 

A person familiar with the deal told The 
Associated Press on Monday night that Fra¬ 
zier and the Mets had agreed on a two-year 
contract for $17 million. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the deal was 
still pending a successful physical. 

The Yankees got him last July in a trade 
with the Chicago White Sox, and Frazier hit 
a combined .213 with 27 home runs, 76 RBIs 
and a .344 on-base percentage. 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 


Army Olympian 
bobsledder has 
appendectomy, 
might compete 


CURLING 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


The United States' Becca Hamilton releases the stone during the Women’s Worid Curling Championship in Beijing in March. 
Hamilton qualified for both the new mixed doubles discipline and the traditional, single-gender event. 

American siblings will be working OT 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

The bobsledders may push harder. The 
speedskaters may go faster. The ski jump¬ 
ers certainly will soar higher. 

Yet no one will work longer hours at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics than American 
curlers Matt and Becca Hamilton. 

By qualifying for both the new mixed 
doubles discipline and the traditional, sin¬ 
gle-gender curling event, the siblings from 
McFarland, Wis., could be on the ice for 
as many as 50 hours — by far the longest 
anyone will be in live competition at the 
Winter Games. 

No one is saying that’s harder than, say, 
the 50-kilometer cross-country race. But 
even the skiers will be back in the lodge 
sipping cocoa after a couple of hours. 

Depending on tiebreaWs and whether 
they can get a bye in the semifinals, the 
Hamiltons could be competing for 18 
straight days. 

“No curler’s ever done that,” Becca 
Hamilton said. “Not many curlers are 
going to be able to get the opportunity.” 

A 600-year-old niche sport that catches 
the world’s attention every four years—the 
sweeping, the shouting, the pants! — curl¬ 
ing will be ever-present in Pyeongchang. 
Athletes will be throwing stones from the 
day before the torch is lit until just hours 
before the closing ceremony. 

“The Olympics have done awesome 
things for curling,” Canadian second 
Joanne Courtney said. “And it’s just great 
to be a part of it.” 

Things to know about curling at the 
Pyeongchang Games: 

Double time 

Mixed doubles will make its Olympic 
debut, followed on the ice at the Gang- 


Competiton dates: Mixed doubles, Feb. 8-13; 
Men’s and women’s, Feb. 14-25. 


neung curling center by the more familiar, 
single-gender discipline. The United States 
was one of the few countries that allowed 
athletes who qualified in traditional curl¬ 
ing to also try out in mixed. 

That gives the Hamiltons an unprec¬ 
edented chance to claim two curling med¬ 
als at the same Winter Games. Or, if they 
falter in the mixed doubles, get a second 
chance to claim only the second Olympic 
curling medal in US. history. (The Ameri¬ 
cans claimed bronze in Turin in 2006 with 
a foursome that includes current skip John 
Shuster.) 

“It’s a great chance to throw rocks we’re 
going to be playing,” Shuster said. “I’m 
sure it’s going to be mentally daunting 
for them. But if he gets it rolling through 
mixed doubles, he’s going to come into the 
men’s team and not miss a beat.” 

Swiss Jenny Perret is the only other 
curler working double duty. 

0, Canada 

Canada has been curling’s most domi¬ 
nant country, and they’re among the favor¬ 
ites in all three events again. 

The country is the three-time defending 
Olympic men’s champion, winning silver in 
the two other Winter Games since curling 
was returned to the program in 1998. The 
Canadian women have two golds, a silver 
and two bronzes at the Olympics. Canada 
is also the defending men’s and women’s 
world champion, while finishing second in 
mixed doubles. 

But two of the four men that will rep¬ 
resent Canada in Pyeongchang — and all 
four women — are Olympic rookies. 

“No matter who goes from Canada in 


any year, no matter if it’s the worlds or 
the Olympics, you always have a target 
on our back,” said lead Ben Hebert, who 
with vice-skip Marc Kennedy won gold in 
Vancouver. 

“The first time, we did what we were 
supposed to do,” he said. “Eight years, it’s 
been a long time and a long journey. You 
never know if you’re going to get back.” 

The Canadian women’s team is the de¬ 
fending world champion, going undefeated 
at the worlds. 

“That’s the first time a women’s team 
has ever done that,” Courtney said. “We 
love the pressure, we love having expecta¬ 
tions. I think that’s a great thing.” 

Home ice 

How big is the home-ice advantage in 
curling? 

Shuster remembers going to his first 
Olympics in Italy, a country that, like 
South Korea, has very little curling tradi¬ 
tion. After receiving a berth as the host na¬ 
tion, rather than the qualification process, 
skip Joel Retornaz led Italy to a 4-2 record 
in afternoon and evening matches “when 
they packed the place full of screaming 
Italians “ and 0-3 when they played in the 
less-lively 9 a.m. session. 

“The Koreans are certainly going to have 
that advantage,” said Hebert, who rode the 
crowd enthusiasm to the top of the podium 
in 2010. “To have the crowd behind your 
back — it was amazing to have hundreds of 
people you know there, plus all the Cana¬ 
dian fans cheering for you. 

“It’s no different than having the home- 
field advantage in football or hockey. You 
feed off of it.” 

While the South Korean teams would 
have been included as the host nation any¬ 
way, the women earned their spot by finish¬ 
ing eighth in the qualification standings. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A National 
Guardsman who won a spot as a bobsled 
pilot in the Pyeongchang Olympics under¬ 
went an emergency appendectomy, but the 
US. Olympic Committee said it’s hopeful 
he will still be able to compete in the Win¬ 
ter Games. 

Sgt. Justin Olsen, 30, of San Antonio, is 
in South Korea for what would be his third 
Olympic appearance. He was a gold med¬ 
alist as a brakeman in Vancouver in 2010 
and came in 12th in Sochi in 2014. 

Olsen, who is making his first Olympic 
appearance as a pilot on the US. men’s 
bobsled team, was admitted to the hospi¬ 
tal in Gangneung on Monday evening with 
acute appendicitis. The laparoscopic sur¬ 
gery was successful, the committee said in 
a news release. 

“We are hoping Justin will recover 
quickly enough to compete in the two-man 
race,” USA Bobsled and Skeleton chief 
executive Darrin Steele was quoted as 
saying. 

“The timing is unfortunate and we are 
heartbroken for Justin, but he’s shown us 
over the years that he’s capable of over¬ 
coming adversity and coming out on top. 
We know he’s going to do what he can 
within his power to be at the starting line 
on race day,” he said. “There’s no question 
he’s mentally ready, but we are looking 
at our options in case he physically can’t 
compete.” 

The two-man competition will take 
place Feb. 18-19, and four-man races are 
Feb. 24-25. 

Olsen joined the New York National 
Guard in 2011 and is participating in the 
Olympics as part of the Army’s World 
Class Athlete Program, which provides op¬ 
portunities for troops with athletic skills to 
participate in international competitions 
while promoting the military. 

His teammate and fellow soldier Sgt. 1st 
Class Nathan Weber offered full support. 

“Justin is #diesel and #teamscrub will 
be working overtime to make up for any 
time he misses in the gym. I wouldn’t want 
anyone else driving my sled. #cantstop- 
wontstop #sendit,” Weber tweeted. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Sgt. Justin Olsen 
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Voisin returns after 
breaking her ankle 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

Maggie Voisin was determined. 
She was going to walk in the open¬ 
ing ceremony. 

So, with her freshly broken 
ankle in a freshly fitted walking 
boot, she did — choking back the 
emotion from a day that could 
only be labeled as devastating. 

Hours earlier, in a practice 
on the slopestyle course, the 15- 
year-old freeskier bailed out of a 
rail trick, then slammed into an¬ 
other rail, got her skis and boots 
tangled up and fractured her 
ankle. 

The youngest person to qualify 
for the 2014 U.S. Olympic team 
did not get her chance to become 
the youngest person to compete 
for the 2014 U.S. Olympic team. 

‘Tt definitely lit a fire under 
me for the last four years,” says 
Voisin, now 19 and still at the top 
of the slopestyle world. “It’s been 
a long road, but I remember in 
Sochi when I found out I broke it, 
I was, like, ‘I’ve got to make sure 
I do everything I possibly can to 
get back to the next one.’” 

As was the case then, Voisin 
will be a medal contender in the 
women’s slopestyle contest, which 
this year takes place Feb. 17 at the 
Bokwang Phoenix Park near Py- 


Competition dates: Moguls, Feb. 
8-12. Aerials, Feb. 15-18. Slope- 
style, Feb. 15-17. Halfpipe, Feb. 
18-21. Ski Cross, Feb. 20-22. 


eongchang. As was the case then, 
American Devin Logan could 
be one of her biggest challeng¬ 
ers. Also in the mix for gold are 
Tess Ledeux of France and Sarah 
Hoefflin of Switzerland, who beat 
out Voisin for the top spot at the 
most recent contest. 

Voisin has already qualified for 
her second Olympics. Now, the 
goal is to compete in her first. 

She also endured a season¬ 
ending knee injury shortly after 
coming back from the broken 
ankle. Voisin, of Whitefish, Mont., 
believes the setbacks and time in 
rehab have given her perspective 
that many teenagers wouldn’t 
have. 

“There have been a lot of ups 
and downs, but I wouldn’t take 
any of it back,” she said. “It’s 
shaped me and I’ve learned a lot. 
I’ve learned to take care of my 
body, to be more serious about my 
workouts and what I put into my 
body. And with what I’ve learned 
at such a young age, I think I’ll 
have that much longer a career.” 



Maggie Voisin skis during a women’s slopestyle event last month. 
The 15-year-old freeskier got her skis and boots tangled up and 
fractured her ankle before competing in Sochi four years ago. “It 
definitely lit a fire under me for the last four years,” says Voisin, now 
19 and still at the top of the slopestyle world. 



Hans Pennink/AP 


Kiley McKinnon, of the United States, practices for the women’s World Cup freestyle skiing aerials competition in Lake Placid, N.Y., on Jan. 
18. McKinnon had the best season of the Americans, but Xu Mengtao of China is the favorite for the gold medal. 


A look at the other 
freestyle skiing events: 

HALFPIPE: Americans Maddie 
Bowman and David Wise are the 
defending champions. Wise spent 
the last four years working hard 
on his spins. He wants to pull off 
double corks in all four directions 
— front left, front right, switch 
(backward) left and switch right. 
If he pulls it off, he’ll be hard to 
beat. Torin Yater-Wallace fought 
through a near-death illness to 
get in contention for his second 
Olympic appearance. Canada’s 
Cassie Sharp won last month’s 
Dew Tour and a World Cup event 
in Snowmass. 

MEN’S SLOPESTYLE: The 

Americans swept the podium at 
this event’s debut in Russia. The 
odds for a repeat aren’t as good. 
Though silver and bronze med¬ 
alists Gus Kenworthy and Nick 
Goepper are clicking, the defend¬ 
ing champion. Joss Christensen, 
has been dealing with injuries. 
Meanwhile, the rest of the world 
has upped its game. Switzerland 
has Andri Ragettli and Fabien 
Boesch, who pulled off triple 
corks on all three jumps on the 
Olympic course during a test 
event in 2016. Those triple corks 
are the price of admission to the 
medals podium. 

AERIALS: China’s Xu Meng¬ 
tao is the most consistent woman 
in the world. Kiley McKin¬ 
non is having the best season of 
the Americans, though Ashley 
Caldwell’s go-for-broke nature — 
she is one of the few women who 
consistently try triples — makes 
her one to watch. Anton Kushnir 
of Belarus is the defending cham¬ 
pion and could win another on 
the men’s side. Maxim Burov of 
Russia is the world leader, while 
Jia Zongyang and Qi Guangpu of 
China finished 3-4 in Sochi and 
will be in the mix again. Amer¬ 
ica’s Jon Lillis is the defending 
world champion and Mac Bohon- 
non, who finished fifth in Sochi, 
is planning on trying a “Hur¬ 
ricane,” named after the late, 
great American aerialist, Jered 
“Speedy” Peterson. 

MOGULS: Canada’s Mikael 
Kingsbury has won 13 straight 
World Cup events, 48 overall and 
has only one piece missing from 
his resume: An Olympic gold 
medal. America’s Jaelin Kauf is 
peaking at the right time. The 
daughter of two professional mo¬ 
guls skiers, Kauf has two wins 
and two seconds this season. Per- 
rine Lafont (France), Britteny 
Cox (Australia) and Andi Naude 
(Canada) will challenge. 

SKICROSS: Is it all about the 
pants? Some folks sure thought 
so after the French, led by Jean- 
Frederic Chapuis, swept the 
medals. Canada and Slovenia pro¬ 
tested, saying the French wore 
illegal pants during the contest, 
but since the appeal was filed 
after the deadline — well, we’ll 
never know. Chapuis is ranked 
second in the world this winter. 
On the women’s side, Switzer¬ 
land’s Fanny Smith has a knack 
for making finals and will likely 
be in this one. 
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Anna Stonehouse, The Aspen Times/AP 


U.S. snowboarder Kelly Clark practices on Jan. 24 in Aspen, Colo. At 34, the Olympic gold medalist in 
the halfpipe is hoping to fend off top contender Chloe Kim, who is half Clark’s age. 


Clark seeks gold 
in fifth Games 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

The first time they met, Chloe 
Kim was in awe. And why not? 
Kelly Clark was, after all, an 
Olympic gold medalist and one of 
best snowboarders in the world. 

"My parents were, like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, you touched Kelly Clark’s 
jacket,”’ Kim said of that day, 
nearly 10 years ago, in the lift line 
at Mammoth Mountain. 

Kim said she felt like the lucki¬ 
est girl in the world to get to ride 
up the chairlift with Clark. 

These days, the friendship re¬ 
mains strong, and those rides 
to the top lead to much grander 
pursuits. 

At 17, Kim is the favorite to 
win the Olympic halfpipe contest 
being held in South Korea, the 
country where her parents grew 
up. At 34 — yes, double Kim’s age 
— Clark has as good a chance as 
anyone to stop her. 

The women’s halfpipe contest 
offers a stark illustration about 
what the changing of the guard 
looks like in an Olympic sport. 
Kim, the young phenom, trying 
to knock off Clark, her childhood 


Competition dates: Slopestyle, Feb. 
9-11. Halfpipe, Feb. 11-13. Snow¬ 
board Cross, Feb. 14-15. Big Air, 
Feb. 18-23. Parallel Giant Slalom, 
Feb. 21-23. 


hero and arguably the most me¬ 
ticulous rider in the Game. 

Clark has been putting in the 
work for decades. This will be her 
fifth Olympics, which makes her 
the only snowboarder to accom¬ 
plish that feat. 

She still views her gold medal 
in 2002 as more of the culmina¬ 
tion of a dream season during 
which she hardly knew better, 
while giving more weight to the 
bronze medals she won in 2010 
and 2014 — both coming off bad 
injuries that left her doubting 
whether she could make it down 
the pipe. 

Last year, she went through hip 
surgery that left her in bed, vir¬ 
tually motionless, for weeks. She 
kept pushing forward, knowing 
a potential fifth trip to the Olym¬ 
pics was less than a year away. 

‘’Sometimes,’’ Clark said, “you 
value things based on what they 
cost you.’’: 


Rising: Kim’s popularity expected to soar 


FROM BACK PAGE 

bring her to the Olympics, so it was amazing and 
very lucky that they matched together.’’ 

Jong Jin Kim moved to the United States in 1982 
to pursue his engineering degree. He met his wife, 
Boran, in Switzerland. Chloe, the youngest of three 
sisters, was born in 2000, and when she turned 4, 
Jong Jin bought her a snowboard on eBay and 
dragged her onto the mountain, in part because he 
wanted his wife to come along, too. Chloe took les¬ 
sons, and by the time she was 7, she was winning 
contests. By the time she was 8, she was living in 
Switzerland with her aunt, and was regularly wak¬ 
ing up at 4 a.m. for long train rides to the mountain. 

“Crazy. Quite a mission,’’ Chloe recalls. 

At age 10, Chloe was back in California, and her 
folks were rearranging both her and their lives with 
the thought she might become a professional snow¬ 
boarder. Home-schooling and 2 a.m. wake-up calls 
became routine. In 2014, a month before the Olym¬ 
pics she could not attend, she took her first Winter X 
Games medal — a silver. She won her first Winter 
X Games the next year, and after her victory last 
month’s, she now has three under her belt. 

What separates her from the pack on the halfpipe is 
her ability to do back-to-back 1080-degree jumps. She 
first pulled that off at a contest in 2016. Though there 
are other riders who can challenge her — Americans 
Arielle Gold and Maddie Mastro pushed Kim hard at 
the X Games and 34-year-old Kelly Clark remains on 
top of her game — Kim has the tricks and the style to 
win the Olympics if she executes. 

Since they met in a lift line 10 years ago, Clark 
has been impressed with Kim, in part because she 
has been a firsthand witness to the teenager’s work 
ethic. 

“She rides longer than anyone, takes more runs 
than anyone. For me, that’s been a core value to my 
snowboarding,’’ Clark says. “Talent can get you only 
so far. It’s about putting in that hard work and extra 


effort that makes a difference.’’ 

If Kim wins the gold in Pyeongchang, she would 
cash in on all the hopes that sponsors, her fans and 
NBC (she’s a prominent figure in its pre-Games 
hype machine) have placed in her. 

For all that hope and hype, though, she is hardly 
dominating the coverage in South Korea, which 
boasts a former figure skating champion in Yuna 
Kim who, though retired, was key in bringing the 
Games to Pyeongchang and may still be the coun¬ 
try’s most recognizable Olympic star. 

The women’s hockey team, especially now that it 
has combined with players from North Korea, along 
with short track speedskaters, also are part of the 
pre-Games story line in the host country. 

“Snowboarding just doesn’t have the same expo¬ 
sure there, and she doesn’t have the same accom- 
phshments yet as someone hke Yuna Kim,’’ says Jean 
Lee, a global fellow at the Wilson Center, who pre¬ 
viously served as Associated Press bureau chief in 
Pyongyang, North Korea. “But she has the potential. 
If she goes home with a medal, and I think she prob¬ 
ably will, she’ll become a huge star in South Korea.’’ 

For now, though, Kim is content being a star 
on whatever halfpipe she’s dropping into at the 
moment. 

She dotes on her Australian shepherd, Reese, en¬ 
joys heading to the beach and, of course, she lives 
for the mall. 

While she’s well aware that the Olympics are more 
than just another contest, she may not fully grasp 
how big they could become for her. And maybe 
that’s the takeaway message in all this. Chloe Kim 
is 17, having fun, trying to live a normal, California 
kid’s life in a not-so-normal world in which she flies 
higher than anyone else. 

“I’m very thankful my parents make sure I have a 
normal life of some sort,’’ she says. “It’s still so crazy 
to think about the fact that I’ll be 15 feet in the air 
one minute, and the next minute. I’m in my p^amas, 
watching a movie.’’ 


A look at the other snowboarding events: 

MEN’S HALFPIPE: Two-time Olympic champion Shaun White 
scored a perfect 100 in his run at Snowmass last week. Message: He’s 
the one to beat. But Japan’s Ayumu Hirano and Australia’s Scotty 
James will be in the mix, too. To win a gold medal, it will likely take 
back-to-back 1260-degree jumps, combined with at least one 1400-de- 
gree hit. The man who made the frontside double cork 1400 — the Yolo 
— famous, is the iPod, louri Podladtchikov, who has been hurting most 
of this season and would be the biggest wild card. 

SLOPESTYLE: Canada’s Mark McMorris is back to full health after 
breaking his jaw, arm, ribs and more during a backcountry filming ac¬ 
cident. He and Max Parrot will contend for gold. Defending champion 
Sage Kotsenburg devoted himself to filming and the backcountry and 
will not be back. Americans Red Gerard and Chris Corning are in the 
mix. Everyone goes huge on these runs, so keep an eye on the intricate 
work on the rails, which could be the difference. And keep an eye on 
the defending champion, American Jamie Anderson, in the women’s 
contest. 

BIG AIR: Younger, bigger, higher. That’s the Olympic motto when it 
comes to the action park. And so comes the debut of Big Air — a one¬ 
time jump off a ramp pitched at around 33 degrees and sending the 
snowboarders flying 70 to 80 feet down the hill. Triple corks will be 
the name of the game here for the men. Whoever has the coolest grabs 
and best landings will probably win. So far, the 17-year-old Gerard has 
been checking all those boxes. At the X Games last year, American 
Hailey Langland became the first woman to land a Cab double cork 
1080. Fun fact: She had only started practicing it that day. Who knows 
what else is in store? 

SNOWBOARDCROSS: The most consistent rider in the world re¬ 
mains Lindsey Jacobellis, who at 32 is still seeking a perfect ending 
after so many star-crossed journeys to the Olympics. Australia’s Alex 
Pullin has two wins and a third place this season. American Alex 
Diebold worked as a wax tech before winning his bronze medal four 
years ago. 

PARALLEL GIANT SLALOM: The key question in this less-snow- 
boardy race down the mountain is how many Russians will be allowed 
to compete. There are three in the top 11 in the women’s standings and 
four in the top 10 of the men’s. Included in both lists are Vic Wild and 
Alena Zavarzina , the husband-and-wife pair who captured medals, 
and hearts, at the Sochi Games. 
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Photos by Anna Stonehouse, The Aspen Times/AP 


Chloe Kim competes in the snowboard superpipe finals at the Winter X Games on Jan. 27 in Aspen, Colo. Kim won the event in preparation for the Pyeongchang Games. 


American teen phenom Kim poised for gold 


By Eddie Pells 
And Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

ASPEN, Colo. — Ask snow- 
boarder Chloe Kim what she 
thinks the “Chloe Kim Story” re¬ 
ally is this year and she hesitates 
just a moment, before deciding on 
“The California girl that went to 
the Olympics.” 

It’s perfect, easy, and oh-so- 
fitting for the 17-year-old from 
Torrance, Calif, who loves music 
and the mall almost as much 
as she loves stomping her runs 
— and the competition — in the 
halfpipe. 

But Kim, whether it’s fair or 
not, has come to represent more 
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than that for these Olympics. 

Her parents are from South 
Korea, where the Games will 
be held starting Feb. 9. Among 
the handful of relatives who live 
there is Chloe’s grandma, who 
has been known to brag about her 
high-flying granddaughter if, say. 


she’s out to tea with her friends 
and a picture of Chloe happens to 
appear in the newspaper, which 
happens fairly often. 

“They’ve never seen me com¬ 
pete before,” Chloe says. “I’m ex¬ 
cited to have them there.” 

Though it’s tempting to turn 
Kim’s story into a bigger narrative 
about a lifelong wish to win a gold 
medal in her family’s country, that 
narrative is not the right one. 

She admits to not having all that 
much more familiarity with South 
Korea than the average 17-year- 
old American kid, and the fact is, 
more than any grand plan, it was 
the quirks of the calendar, the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Committee 
and a hundred other things that 


in Games debut 


will place her in Pyeongchang for 
her Olympic debut. 

Kim was so good at age 13, she 
might have won the Sochi Olym¬ 
pics had she been old enough. But 
with the Olympics not allowing 
anyone in under 15, she did not 
make the cut. And though her 
father sacrificed much time, ef¬ 
fort and sleep to further Chloe’s 
career, the thought of doing it 
so his daughter could make her 
first Olympic splash in his na¬ 
tive country was never part of the 
equation. 

“When we started, Korea 
was not declared as hosting the 
Olympics,” Jong Jin Kim said. 

“I thought I had a chance to 
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